
Note to the CAFE SG

In the following an outline of the report reviewing the first Daughter Directive 1999/30/EC is given.
The Review Report is based on Article 10 of 1999/30/EC, of which the most relevant parts read:

“No later than 31 December 2003 the Commission shall submit to the European Parliament
and the Council a report based on the experience acquired in the application of this Directive
and, in particular, on the results of the most recent scientific research concerning the effects
on human health and ecosystems of exposure to sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and oxides
of nitrogen, different fractions of particulate matter and lead, and on technological
developments including the progress achieved in methods of measuring and otherwise
assessing concentrations of particulate matter in ambient air and the deposition of particulate
matter and lead on surfaces.
[…] the aforementioned report will be accompanied by proposals for the amendment of this
Directive if appropriate. […]”

So, 1999/30/EC mentions three topics for the Review Report:
1. Experience under 1999/30/EC
2. New scientific insight in effects
3. New developments (assessment techniques)

Before presenting the outline of the Review Report, the following comments are made:

- The Review Report will be a stand-alone report, to be finalised in 2003.
- The report will summarise the experience and lessons learnt by mid 2003. Very relevant work

within the CAFE process will in 2003 still be in progress (e.g. the WHO review, the integrated
assessment modelling, the NEC review). The Review Report it will not attempt to anticipate the
future outcomes of that work, but the report will mention the critical issues under investigation, in
particular regarding the attainability of limit values and new results on effects, and will refer for
the results to subsequent CAFE reports.

- An evaluation of the results of the Member States’ Questionnaire reports on 2001 will be given in
a separate report; the Review Report will take the results of that report into account.

- The report will include recommendations for amendments of 1999/30/EC, but no detailed
proposals.

- The report will be drafted under responsibility of the Commission and will be based where
possible and instrumental on contributions by partners within the CAFE process. The outline
below proposes first ideas on these contributions.

- The CAFE Steering Group will be kept informed in the progress of drafting the report.
- Aspects in which Accession Candidate Countries differ from Member States will be addressed.

The SG is asked to give its view on the draft outline under item 7 of the next meeting.



1999/30/EC Review Report

1 Introduction
Why this report; report is about lessons learnt; summary of 1999/30/EC; description of review process;
overview of relations with parallel processes (CAFE, other Daughter Directives, EoI Decision, NEC
review, CLTRAP)

2 Experience under 1999/30/EC
In all sections: a description of the current status only if needed for underpinning of experience or
recommendations described; successes and problems encountered; new possibilities/solutions;
recommendations if appropriate.

2.1 Zone designation in Member States
Similarities and differences in approaches in MSs; strenghts and weaknesses of zone systems
(implications of differences, relevance of zoning for assessment results).

2.2 Assessment methods
2.2.1 Measuring
2.2.1.1 Measuring air quality

Measuring methods: experience with current methods; reference/equivalent methods and correction
factors; PM2,5 methods; new techniques; relevance of harmonisation of methods, i.e. use of reference
methods, and of AQ/QC.
Macrositing: similarities and differences between approaches in MSs; station densities, relation with
supplementary assessment; improvements and remaining weaknesses; relation with exposure and hot
spot levels.
Micrositing: a discussion in case of problems experienced.

2.2.1.2 Measuring deposition
Measuring methods for deposition of PM and lead.

2.2.2 AQ Modelling and other assessment methods
Experience in use of modelling for assessment and supplementary assessment within MSs; legal status of
model results; see also Section 2.5; problems with accuracy specification. Aspects of harmonisation of
model use.

2.3 Plans and programmes1

Needs and effectiveness of the provisions regarding plans and programmes; usefulness of relation with
the Margin of Tolerance and consistency of MOT with expected trends; relation between FWD Art 7.3
and Art 8.3; technical aspects in need of clarification.

2.4 Information exchange between Member States, Commission and public
2.4.1 Between Member States and Commission

Needs and use of information; interrelation with parallel information exchanges; possibilities for
efficiency improvements.

2.4.2 Informing the public
Approaches in MSs. Role of internet, of media. Practice of information provision to ‘appropriate
organisations’ such as environmental organisations.

2.5 Other issues
Limit values: interpretation problems of limit values: relation with exposure at hot spots; apply to every
m2?.
Derogations: interpretation problems if needed
Alert thresholds: role in practice

                                                
1 The first deadline for submitting plans and programmes to the Commission is 31 December 2003.
Consequently, such plans and programmes cannot be expected to be available in time for discussion in the
report. Currently the WG Implementation is developing guidance on plans and programmes; this will probably
raise comments on strengths and weaknesses of the current provisions in the legislation.



3 EU air quality in relation to thresholds2

Impact of new legislation on air quality in EU. Relation with integrated assessment modelling under CAFE.
Per pollutant: are limit value attainment problems foreseen, in view of exceedences of LV+MOT and
general trends? Summary of experience with 10-minutes SO2 and with PM2,5. Summary of experience with
altert values of SO2 and NO2. (In view of parallel investigations within CAFE: no quantitative analyses.)

3.1 SO2

3.2 NO2 and NOx

3.3 Particulate matter
3.4 Lead

4 Effect studies3

Summary of critical issues and related review activities under CAFE (particularly by WHO and WG PM)
and CLRTAP.

5 Conclusions and recommendations
Overview of conclusions and recommendations, including outlook on subsequent CAFE process leading to
proposals for amendments of 1999/30/EC.

                                                
2 One of the questions to be addressed before proposals for amendment of 1999/30/EC can be made is whether
the limit values will be attainable when they have to be met (2005 and 2010, depending on the limit value). By
mid 2003 the work under CAFE will probably not yet have resulted in a comprehensive and quantitative picture.
Therefore the review will address this question only qualitatively and will refer for a quantitative analysis to
subsequent CAFE reports.
3 One of the most important topics of the review is the scientific review of effects. In 2003 the reviews by WHO
and the WG on Particulate Matter will not be ready. Therefore the review will be limited to a summary of the
review processes taking place under CAFE and CLTRAP.
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