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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
 

2nd Meeting of National Air Quality Reference Laboratories Association 
AQUILA 

6 + 7 June 2002 @ JRC Ispra 
 
 
Agenda 
 

1) Welcome  
2) Tour de Table  
3) General information on organisation of meeting 
4) The Emissions & Health Unit in the JRC’s Institute for Environment and 

Sustainability 
5) Future Status/Organisation of the Association of Air Quality Reference 

Laboratories; Voting on selected status, chair/secretariat/coordinator …  
6) New Developments: 

Future Air Quality Regulations (O3, PAH, Hg, Cd, As, Ni) and expert working 
groups (Implementation, Ozone, Equivalency, PM, Target Setting and Policy 
Assessment) 

7) Directive 2002/3/EC relating to ozone in ambient air: precursor measurements 
8) Information on new developments: 

European Research Area/Sixth Framework programme 
9) Future Activities: 

a. Laboratory Intercomparison exercise for BTX  
b. PM 10 field measurement campaign  
c. Conference on QA/QC: spring 2003  

10)  Any other business 
a. Intercomparison exercises in Germany  
b. METROPOLIS Network 

 
Participants:  
 
Covadonga Astorga-Lloréns – JRC (EC) 
Jef Beyloss – IRCEL/CELINE (B) 
Annette Borowiak – JRC (EC) 
Eva Brorstroem-Lunden – IVL (S) 
Brigitte Buchmann – EMPA (CH) 
Emile De Saeger – JRC (EC)  
Giovanni De Santi – JRC (EC) 
Axel Egelov – NERI (DK) 
Antonio Febo – CNR (I) 
Rosalia Fernandez Patier – ISCIII (E) 
Vittorio Forcina – JRC (EC) 
Marina Froehlich – UBA (A) 
Saul Garcia Dos Santos – ISCIII (E) 
Stefan Jacobi – DG ENV (EC) 
Bo Larsen – JRC (EC) 
Tatiana Mace – LNE (F) 
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Leif Marsteen – NILU (N) 
Francois Mathe – EDM (F) 
Christine Matheussen – VMM (B) 
Gunnar Nyquist – ITM (S) 
Ciaran O’Donnel – EPA (IE) 
Pascual Perez Ballesta – JRC (EC) 
Remi Perret – INERIS (F) 
Hans-Ulrich Pfeffer – LUA NRW (D) 
Veijo Pohjola – FMI (FIN) 
Ken Stevenson – AEAT (UK) 
Volker Stummer – UBA (D) 
Anton van der Meulen – RIVM (NL) 
Peter Woods – NPL (UK) 
 
Item 1  Welcome  
 
The meeting has been opened by Annette Borowiak and Emile De Saeger, who had 
been asked during the December meeting to take the “caretaker-chair” for this 
meeting. 
 
Item 2  Tour de Table  
 
The participants introduced themselves to the group. 
 
Item 3  General information on organisation of meeting 
 
The time schedule for the two days of the meeting has been explained. 
 
Item 4  The Emissions & Health Unit in the JRC’s Institute for Environment and 
Sustainability 
 
Giovanni De Santi, Unit Head of the Emissions & Health Unit (EHU) explained the 
new structure of the Institute for Environment and Sustainability and explained the 
different work areas of the EHU. 
- The slides of his presentation were distributed via email on 12. June 2002 
 
Item 5  Future Status/Organisation of the Association of Air Quality Reference 
Laboratories; Voting on selected status, chair/secretariat/coordinator …  
 
Emile De Saeger repeated the outcome of the discussions during the December 
meeting on the tasks and role of a possible association of NRLs (Working Document 
N1 rev 1) adding one more point to the list: “- establish contact between community 
policy and regional/national monitoring networks”. To formalize the status of the 
group it has been suggested to set up a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between the partners. JRC consulted its legal service on the MoU matter and came up 
with a proposal to establish a consortium agreement, explaining content, advantages 
and disadvantages. A round table discussion led to the conclusion that such a 
consortium agreement would bring up too many administrative problems (due to 
official commitment request) and would require too much time. All participants 
agreed to establish a MoU between the partners. 
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Further it has been agreed on the following structure: Plenary meetings should take 
place on a yearly basis, or more frequently if necessary. The JRC will manage the 
secretariat for the next 4 years (until the end of FP6-2006).  A “steering committee” 
will be composed as follows: Chair, vice chair, co-chair DG JRC (until 2006) and co-
chair DG ENV. The chair and vice-chair will be elected by vote of all participating 
laboratories and shall take over the task for +/- 1-year period. 
 
Among four candidates for chair/vice-chair the NRL participants have elected the 
following persons: 
Peter Woods (NPL, UK) – chair, 
Marina Froehlich (UBA, A) – vice-chair. 
 
It has been agreed on AQUILA (Air Quality Laboratories “Association”) as a short 
name for the group. The English meaning of the Italian word “aquila” is “eagle”.  
However, none of the proposed logos has found sufficient support of AQUILA so far. 
 
ACTION JRC: check with legal service if wording “association” may be used.  
ACTION JRC: draft MoU. 
ACTION JRC: propose another logo. 
 
Item 6  New Development: Future Air Quality Regulations (O3, PAH, Hg, Cd, 
As, Ni) and expert working groups (Implementation, Ozone, Equivalency, PM, 
TSPA) 
 
Stefan Jacobi informed about the following activities at DG ENV/CAFE-level: 

• The future 4th Daughter Directive shall deal with the pollutants As, Cd, Ni, Hg 
and BaP. It will be obligatory to monitor the pollutants, but it is not yet clear 
for Cd, As and Ni if there will be a limit value or a target value. There will be 
no value set for Hg at all, but there will be a limit value for BaP. 

• The ECs expert WG on implementation is currently producing a guidance 
document. The focus of this Guidance paper is on ‘Plans and Programs’ that 
have to be set up and reported to the EC according to article 8 of Directive the 
‘FWD’ (96/62/EC). 

• An EC expert WG on Ozone has been established to produce a Guidance 
document on short-term-actions and on the strategy to measure ozone for the 
implementation of the ozone directive. 

• A CAFE expert WG on PM has been established (chaired by UK & D). Main 
issues of the WG are: 

 To assess the air quality situation and to review the Position Paper on 
PM (from 1997) with regard to information obtained since. 
 To include information on possible measures to reduce levels of PM 

concentration and on the attainability of limit values. 
 Consider the WHO work on health effects of PM with the aim of 

giving recommendations for targets for integrated assessment.  
• A second CAFE WG chaired by the EC itself has been established recently to 

work on the issues of “Target Setting and Policy Assessment” (TSPS). The 
first meeting of this group will take place on 17. June 2002. The overall task 
of the WG is to give advice to the EC for the preparation of the thematic 
strategy on air quality under the CAFE program. The WG has the aim to set 
targets of policy relevant air quality indicators, to support in the assessment of 
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results of integrated assessment modelling and to assist in the analysis of 
policies and measures related to the development of the thematic strategy as 
the major goal of the CAFE program. 

 
Pascual Perez Ballesta gave the following information on the ECs WG “equivalency”: 
Following a request to the Air Quality Steering Group, 13 participants have been 
nominated. The first meeting of the WG can be expected for the second half of 2002. 
A realistic estimation for a final document is 2003. The convener of CEN TC 264 WG 
15 (Anton van der Meulen) asks to finish ASAP, as the results will influence the 
evaluation procedure for the work within WG 15. 
 
Item 7  Directive 2002/3/EC relating to ozone in ambient air: precursor 
measurements 
 
Bo Larsen explained about the activities on ozone precursor measurement: The ozone 
Directive makes the measurement of 30 VOCs obligatory, at least for one station per 
Member State. Supported by the JRC the EC will soon carry out intercomparison 
exercises as provided for by Directive 2002/3/EC. 
 
Item 8  Information on new developments European Research Area/Sixth 
Framework programme 
 
Neil Hubbard (JRC) gave an overview and information on the European Research 
Area ERA including the new tools offered by FP6 (like Integrated Project, Network of 
Excellence). 
Most of his slides can be found on the Internet at: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6/networks-ip.html 
 
Item 9  Future Activities:  
 
Pascual Perez Ballesta informed about the plans to organise BTX intercomparison 
exercises at the ERLAP facility. A questionnaire has been distributed and the 
participants are requested to reply to him. Instead of only allowing automatic BTX 
analyzers, the participants asked to allow also pumped sampling for the 
intercomparison. In the future the intercomparison can be extended to C2 – C9 
compounds. 
 
Annette Borowiak gave information about a planned PM 10 measurement campaign 
in the EU Member States, where ERLAP would install two parallel sequential 
reference samplers for PM 10 at a routine monitoring station in the Member State. 
Due to the numerous amounts of parallel measurements with different samplers that 
have been carried out in the last years in Europe, the participants expressed the need 
for a more detailed definition of the scope and objectives of such a campaign. 
Therefore it is planned to hold a 0.5-day workshop before the next AQUILA meeting 
in order to discuss details of the programme. 
 
- ACTION JRC to draft detailed programme PM 10 campaign - 
 
Annette Borowiak informed about a planned international conference on “QA/QC of 
air pollution and emission measurements and accreditation of laboratories” which 
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shall take place in spring 2003 in Prague (CZ) in collaboration with AQUILA. The 
topics addressed during the conference will be a) legal framework, b) components of 
QA/QC (Harmonisation, ISO/CEN, Method validation, Type approval, Reference 
material, Intercomparisons, Measurement uncertainty), c) Accreditation (ISO 17025), 
d) experiences, and e) future perspectives. 
 
Item 10  Any other business 
 
Ulrich Pfeffer informed about intercomparison exercises in Germany for the regional 
monitoring networks, where lately also neighbouring networks from the Netherlands 
participated. He offered the LUA intercomparison facility also for European 
intercomparison exercises. Further Germany organizes since 37 years on a yearly 
basis a so-called “Messtechnisches Kolloquium”, to exchange information through 
presentations and discussions during 2.5 days. This event is a more or less internal 
meeting of experts of the German State and Federal Agencies for the Environment 
both for ambient air and emission issues. Some State Agencies from neighbouring 
countries, mostly German speaking like A and CH, but also from I and NL 
participated as well. Some Information on the latest event can be looked up under 
http://www.lua.nrw.de/aktuelles/mtk_2002.pdf 
 
Remi Perret informed about a “thematic network” called METROPOLIS, which has 
been approved now in FP5. The full title of the project is “Metrology in Support to 
precautionary sciences and sustainable development policies” and is focussing on 6 
priority areas:  bio monitoring, analytical chemistry and reference material, online 
measurement and data transfer, quality assurance and uncertainty assessment, 
standardization and communication of results. For further information or involvement 
please contact remi.perret@ineris.fr 
 
Stefan Jacobi asked if one representative could report about AQUILA during the next 
CAFE Steering Group meeting 11 - 12 September 2002 in Brussels. 
 
The next meeting of AQUILA is planned to take place 16. + 17. January 2003 in 
Ispra, starting on the 16th at 9:00 with the PM 10 workshop, and on the 16th at 14:00 
with the plenary meeting. 
 

 
Annette Borowiak 
17.06.02 

http://www.lua.nrw.de/aktuelles/mtk_2002.pdf
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