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Minutes

of the first Meeting of the
Working Group on Implementation (WGI)

under the CAFE programme
from 29 to 30 Oct. 2001 in Vienna

1. Welcome, Introduction
The meeting, hosted by the Federal Environment Agency Austria, was chaired by Jürgen
Schneider. A list of participants is annexed to this report.

2. Short background information on CAFE
The representative from the Commission informed the Working Group on the present status
of the CAFE programme, in particular on those items relevant for the Working Group.

3. Terms of reference
The draft Terms of Reference of the WGI were introduced and discussed. After the meeting
a slightly revised version will be produced, taking account of the discussions at this meeting.
The draft is annexed and will be proposed for adoption at the December meeting of the
CAFE SG.

4. Methods of Work
In principle all Member States, Accession Candidate Countries and stakeholders
participating in the CAFE Steering Group had been potential participant of the WG. However,
to keep the WG workable, the number of participants had to be restricted. In general, at most
one WG member per country is foreseen. In addition, it was stressed that continuity in
participation within the work of the WGI is desirable.

5. Dissemination of Information
Since the number of participants had to be limited, transparency and openness is of crucial
importance. It was decided to put relevant information on the Commission’s website (e.g.
ToR, agendas, minutes, the list of the members of the WG, consolidated drafts of
reports,....). Certain working documents will be provided to members of the WG on a
password protected website.
In general it is proposed to present all drafts to the CAFE SG for approval, inter alia to
ensure stakeholder involvement and broad discussion before finalising them.
In addition, it was agreed that the information flow between bodies within MSs and ACCs, the
European Commission and other stakeholders in relation to topics relevant for
implementation should be stimulated, while realising that there is a serious language
problem.  Therefore, it is suggested to request MS and ACC to provide their relevant
information (e.g. results of the preliminary assessment, regular assessment,.....) on their
national websites, which should be accessible from the Commission’s website.
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6. Work items
The potential work items were discussed during the meeting. Input to this discussion was
derived from the results of the Bruges workshop on implementation, earlier discussions at
Steering Group meetings, and issues were brought forward by members of the working
group.
The following work items were identified as priorities within the next couple of months:

6.1 Assessment of air quality
The Dir 96/62/EC (Air Quality Framework Directive) and its daughter legislation require MS to
assess air quality regularly throughout their territory.
The following issues were identified where guidance was needed:

•  Monitoring strategy, in particular in relation to hot spots such as around industrial sites,
and urban background and the area of representativity of monitoring sites.

•  Assessment of exposed population (e.g. to pollution levels exceeding certain
thresholds) – Dick van den Hout (TNO) will propose a short text.

•  Areas where the limit values for ecosystems and vegetation apply and the relation to
the siting of monitoring stations – Francisco Ferreira (PT) will propose a short text.

•  Assessment using supplementary information (1999/30/EC Art 7(3) and Annex VIII(II)).

Currently, there are already documents available/in preparation providing guidance on
assessment. These include

•  The Position Papers on several pollutants (available on Commission’s website
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/environment/air/background.htm#ambient )

•  Guidance Report on Preliminary Assessment under EC Air Quality Directives (available
on Commission’s website)

•  Guidance on assessment under Art. 6 of Dir 96/62/EC (soon available on Commission’s
website)

•  Guidance on a questionnaire to be used for annual reporting on ambient air quality
assessment under Council Directives 96/62/EC and 1999/30/EC (to be published soon)

•  Guidance on the revised Annex of the Exchange of Information Decision (to be published
soon).

The WG agreed to review these documents in relation to existing information and deficits on
the above mentioned issues to avoid any duplication. A short executive summary of the most
important points will be produced by Dick van den Hout (TNO) and Roel van Aalst (EEA) in
advance of the next meeting. After this review a more concrete proposal on the required
guidance will be elaborated.
The following deliverables are foreseen:

•  A compilation of useful excerpts from other documents (Position Papers, Guidance
Reports)

•  Proposals for guiding documents

In which form such deliverables will be made available to the users (e.g., as contribution or
addendum to existing guiding documents, stand alone documents,...) will be decided later.
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6.2 Modelling of air quality
Some aspects of atmospheric modelling are dealt with in the documentation referenced in
chapter 6.1. In addition, the European Topic Centre on Air and Climate Change has compiled
a model documentation system which is available on the ETC ACC website.
However, atmospheric modelling was identified as an issue where additional guidance is
needed urgently.
It was concluded that the WG would try to define requirements on the output of atmospheric
models used within the assessment of air quality (and potentially attainment strategies),
rather than trying to name reference models. The WG also recognised that making use of
external expertise might turn out to be necessary.

6.3 Attainment strategies
The WG identified the following provisions for plans and programmes where MS may require
guidance:

•  Article 7 Air Quality Framework Directive

•  Article 8 Air Quality Framework Directive

•  Article 6 National Emission Ceilings Directive.

Action plans under Article 7 of the Air Quality Framework Directive are required for two
different purposes:
1. if there is the risk of exceeding alert thresholds and
2. to prevent exceeding of limit values once the date has come where they have to be
attained.
A list of unsolved questions was compiled.

The discussion of plans and programmes to be drafted and implemented under Article 8 of
the Air Quality Framework Directive focused on the items listed in Annex IV of this
Directive.

Guidance on several provisions of the national programmes which have to be drawn up
under Article 6 of the National Emission Ceilings Directive is required. The guidance
should also cover the format for reporting; contents and formats should be developed and
proposed in close collaboration with those working on integrated assessment and discussed
with CAFE’s TAG.

The following deliverables are foreseen:

•  Guidance  for MS (stepwise approach starting with broad outline; recommendation on
formats and contents of reports;  finally, guidance reports will be established, as
appropriate)

•  Recommendations to the SG/Commission (provide baseline scenario etc.)
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7. Next meeting
The next meeting is scheduled from 17. to 18.12.2001 in Vienna, starting at 10:30 a.m.. The
meeting will be hosted by the Federal Environment Agency Austria.


