
 

 

 

 
Improving Air Quality in the enlarged EU:   

Workshop on Plans and Programmes of  
Air Quality and National Emission Ceilings Directives  

Brussels (Building A.Borschette, room AB-OA)  
 1-2 September 2004  

 

Final announcement 

(updated August 26th  2004) 

Problem 

Plans and programmes and national programmes are key obligations under the European 
Air Quality and National Emission Ceilings directives, respectively. The implementation 
of both instruments in integrated, coherent policies at the local and national level is 
crucial for improving air quality in the Member States. The integral aspect of both 
instruments is unfortunately often not explored.  

Assessment of these programmes on a European level is difficult, since reports on these 
obligations by the Member States vary and are not easily comparable, if they are reported 
at all. There is a need for further guidance and exchange of information on preparing, 
implementing and reporting of plans and programmes under both directives, in particular 
since the number of open issues is likely to increase further following accession on May 
1st.   

 

Purpose 

This workshop provides a forum to exchange initial experiences on fulfilling these 
obligations and to communicate to the Member States related EEA and EC activities, as 
well as the outcome of the workshop on Air Quality Management during IUAPPA’s 
World Clean Air Congress this August in London1. Its objective is to disseminate good 
practices and facilitate integration of the new Member States, while emphasizing the link 
between provisions and implementation of the Air Quality Framework Directive 
(AQFWD) and the National Emission Ceilings Directive (NECD). The workshop will 
focus on how to involve all stakeholders in preparing, implementing and reporting of 
plans and programmes, among them competent authorities, decision-makers at all levels, 
industry and NGOs. Issues relating to the coherence of plans and programmes internally 
and with related policy areas such as climate change may also be addressed.  

The major outcomes of the workshop should be further guidance to the Member States, 
as well as advice to the Commission on potential items to be included in the Thematic 
Strategy on Air Pollution.  

                                                             

1 See www.kenes.com/cleanair. 
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Final programme 

Day 1 (10:30-17:30) 

10:30-10:50 Welcome and greetings  

Jos Delbeke, DG Environment, European Commission  

Giuseppe Fumarola, The European Federation of Clean Air and Environmental 
  Protection Associations (EFCA) 

Gordon McInnes, European Environment Agency  

10:50-11:10 London Calling:  London IUAPPA Workshop outcome  

Richard Mills, NSCA/IUAPPA (United Kingdom)  

Morning session  : Experiences with Plans and Programmes under AQ FWD  

Chairman : Matti Vainio, DG Environment (European Commission) 

11:10-11:30 Introduction, overview and initial experiences 

Stefan Jacobi or Andrej Kobe, DG Environment (European Commission) 

11:30-12:00 Opportunities and constraints in delivering effective Action Planning: a  UK 
 perspective  

Nicky Woodfield, UWA (United Kingdom) 

12:00-12:20 Plans and programmes under AQ FWD : An integrated approach by the 
Brussels regional authority 

 (speaker to be determined)  

12:20-12:40 Discussion and summary 

12:40-14:00 Lunch 

Afternoon session  : Air quality management - preparation and implementation of 
Plans and Programmes 

Chairman : Peter Builtjes, VVM-CLAN/TNO, on behalf of EFCA (Netherlands) 

14:00-14:20 Management of air quality improvement in several agglomerations and 
zones in Bavaria (Germany), including experience with a concerning Czech/German 
Twinning project 

Reiner Strauss, Ministry of Environment, Bavaria (Germany) 

14:20-14:40 Managing air quality in the City of Prague 

Josef Janota, Prague Town Hall (Czech Republic) 

14:40-15:00 Implementing plans and programmes under Air Quality Directives in 
condition of  difficult attainability of limit values: the case of Lombardy Region 

Carlo Maria Marino, ARPA Lombardia (Italy) 

15:00-15:20 High population density and heavy industry: the challenge for air quality 
management in Nordrhein Westfalen  
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Sabine Wurzler, LUA, Nordrhein Westfalen (Germany) 

15:20-15:40 Coffee break 

 

15:40-16:00 Air quality management in the region of Silesia 

Dorota Kaminska, Ministry of Environment (Poland) 

(+regional representative to be determined)(Silesia, Poland) 

16:00-16:20 Air quality management in the Netherlands : PM10 in Rotterdam-Rijnmond 
area  

Leo Hermans, DCMR Rijnmond (Netherlands) 

16:20-16:40 The Austrian strategy to reduce PM: perspectives and challenges 

Christian Nagl, Austrian Environmental Agency (Austria) 

16:40-17:00 Local action to improve air quality : the Marseille experience 

Laurent Neyer, Regional Directorate for Industry, Research and Environment PACA 
(France) 

17:00-18:00 Discussion and summary 

The presenters in the morning and in the afternoon session will, among other, try to answer some 
of  the following questions: how to set up a good plan; where to set milestones and how to 
objectively monitor progress; how to choose an appropriate stakeholder platform; how to make 
plans consistent with NEC national programme and embed them in local and national policies; 
how to improve attainability through regional and cross-border cooperation; how to take 
advantage of appropriate funding at different levels? 

 

20:00 Dinner 

 

Day 2 (9:00-16:10) 

Morning session: National programmes under NECD of the EU 25 

Chairman: Gordon McInnes, EEA  

8:30-9:00 Morning coffee 

9:00-9:20 Reporting national programmes under the NECD - experiences and outlooks 

Andreas Barkman, European Environment Agency 

Peter Taylor, European Topic Center for Air Quality and Climate Change 

9:20-9:40 National programme of the Flanders region: burden sharing in a federal state 

Bob Nieuwejaers, Ministry of the Flemish region, Environmental department (Belgium) 

9:40-10:00 National programme under NECD: the Portuguese experience 

Julia Seixas, New University of Lisbon (Portugal) 
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10:00-10:20 Ensuring consistency between different national policies in preparation of 
the national programme: the Slovene experience 

Matej Gasperic, Environment Agency of the Republic of Slovenia (Slovenia) 

10:20-10:40 Coffee break 

 

10:40-11:10 An integrated management of national programme under NECD and plans 
and programmes under AQFWD in the Czech Republic, with the practical experience 
from the Moravskoslezsky region 

Eva Rychlikova, Ministry of Environment (Czech Republic) 

11:10-11:20 Preparation of the national programme: the Hungarian experience 

Eva Draskovitsne-Temesy, Ministry of Environment (Hungary) 

11:20-11:40 Poland : Preparation of the national programme in Poland in the light of 
inconsistencies between different EU requirements: a way forward 

Andrzej Jagusiewicz, Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection (Poland) 

11:40-12:00 National programme under NECD: the French experience 

Marc Rico,Ministry of Ecology and sustainable development  (France) 

Benedict Oudart, ,CITEPA  (France) 

12:00-12:20 The NEC directive in context of national economic growth and the Lisbon 
agenda, climate change policies (including emission trading) and energy policies 

Giuliana Gasparrini, Ministry for the Environment and Territory (Italy) 

12:20-12:50 Discussion 

12:50-14:20 Lunch 

In this session the presenters will, among other, try to answer some of  the following questions: 
how to set up a good national programme; where to set milestones and how to objectively 
monitor progress; how to assure good emission projections and consistency with European wide 
scenarios; how to assure consistent reporting under different national and international reporting 
obligations; how to put the programme in context of national economic growth and the Lisbon 
agenda, climate change policies (including emission trading), transport and energy policies; what 
can we do together at an international level? 

Afternoon session  : A way forward 

Chairman : Peter Gammeltoft, DG ENV 

14:20-14:50 US Air Quality Management: Approaches and Lessons Learned 

Jake Schmidt, Center for Clean Air Policy (USA) 

14:50-15:10 EU focus in 2005: CAFE:T/S on air pollution and the NEC review 

Stefan Jacobi, DG ENV and Alun McIntyre, ENTEC (UK) 

15:10-15:30 Coffee break  

15:30-16:00 Discussion 
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16:00-16:30 Conclusions 
 

The session will be dedicated to discussion on the challenges and opportunities in the near future, 
especially in the light of the delivery of the Thematic strategy on air pollution and the start of the 
NEC review in 2005.   

Conclusions will bring the together the experience gathered in the two days of Workshop and 
should provide participants with further guidance on the implementation of AQ FWD and the 
NECD, as well as being an important input to the CAFE process that will eventually lead into the 
thematic strategy on air pollution. 

Participants 

The workshop will have around 100 invited or nominated participants. Audience consists 
of national experts and policy makers; participants from industry and NGO’s; individual 
experts and academia; Commission representatives. There is no registration fee. 

In addition, experts wishing to participate can still send an application form to the 
Commission (andrej.kobe@cec.eu.int).  Deadline August 29th. 

People that have already expressed interest or have been nominated by the national 
representatives of the CAFE Steering Group, but have not received the invitation, please 
resubmit the application form or inform the organizer.    

Venue 

(Attention : change of venue!) 

The workshop will take place in the Albert Borschette Building, 
Rue Froissart 36, 1040 Brussels, Room AB-OA . 

Accommodation 

The possibility of a special rate has been negotiated with several nearby hotels. This 
information is posted on the web (see workshop webpage). 

In addition, information on hotels in Brussels is to be found on a number of websites, 
such as www.ebrusselshotels.com or www.all-brussels-hotels.com. 

Language  

The working language of the workshop is English. No translation services are available. 

Information for presenters 

Presentations should not be longer than 15 minutes to allow time for discussion. 

Presenters were required to provide an abstract for programme distribution until August 
20th and a paper (up to 8 pages) for the Workshop Report (at the Workshop). The 
Commission plans to put their PowerPoint presentations (or, by specific request, scanned 
transparencies) at the workshop web page after the meeting. 

Presenters that have not yet submitted their abstract are kindly reminded to do it as soon 
as possible to allow the organiser time to prepare a book of abstracts prior to the meeting.  

Organisation 

The workshop is being organised by the European Commission - Environment 
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Directorate General in cooperation with the European Federation of Clean Air and 
Environmental Protection Associations (EFCA) and the European Environment Agency 
(EEA). 

Organising committee: Joop van Ham, Giuseppe Fumarola, Klaus Grefen (all EFCA), 
Andrej Kobe, Matti Vainio, Marco Gasparinetti, Stefan Jacobi (all EC), Andreas 
Barkman (EEA). 
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Further information: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/air/cafe/general/workshop_on_plans_programmes.htm  

Or contact   

Andrej Kobe (+32 2 29 90595, Fax +32 2 29 69554, andrej.kobe@cec.eu.int) 


