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 Approval of the summary record of the last meeting: It was approved without 

modification.  

 Overview of the environmental integration in the approved Rural Development 

Programmes (RDPs) for the period 2014-2020 

 

- General introduction  

Presentation by DG Environment, Jérémie CRESPIN, Agri sector Unit B1 

Jérémie CRESPIN presented an overview of the level of environmental integration in the 118 

RDPs: common provisions with others funds, environmental priorities, the 30% minimum for 

environmental measures...° He mentioned the general principles used by DG ENV for RDP 

assessment and presented some key figures (16,5% of EAFRD allocated to M10 covering 14.25% 

of UAA) and some examples of good or less good practices.  

 

- Integration of water issues into RDPs  

Presentation by DG Environment, Claire McCAMPHILL Unit C1  

Claire McCAMPHILL presented the state of play of the WFD integration, the best practice and 

the flaws and lost opportunities in RDPs (such as the lack of reference to WFD or the fact that 

irrigation investments are not linked with water pressure). She mentioned that once 2nd RBMPS 

are adopted, RDPs modifications should include and revisit the measures that address water 

pressures or update indicators to track progress on WFD criteria. 

- Integration of soil issues into RDPs  

Presentation by DG Environment, Marie Agnès GODIN Unit B1 

Marie Agnès GODIN presented an overview of the coverage of the soil issue by RDPs. She 

informed about the huge diversity in soil pressures, she tackled the issues of low organic matter, 

soil erosion by water (up to 70% of agricultural area in some MS) and questioned the coherence 

in some RDPs for addressing the pressure on soil also in relation to others tools (greening and 

GAEC) or national legislation. She opened the discussion the effect of soil issues on climate 

change through carbon sequestration.   
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- Integration of air issues into RDPs  

Presentation by DG Environment, Wilhelmus DE WILT, Unit C3 Unit C3  

Wilhelmus DE WILT mentioned the remaining significant problems on air pollution (9% of 

forest and 25% lakes area exceeding acidification limits) in particular caused by agriculture 

(fertilizers) due to ammonia (forming secondary particulate matter PM and contributing to 

premature deaths in the EU, up to 45% for recent studies) and methane (GHG and ozone 

precursor). The revised directive NEC (national emission reduction commitments) would 

reduce the costs by 20% by developing prevention measures such as nitrogen management, 

manure storage or animals feeding strategies. 

- Integration of Natura 2000 issues into RDPs  

Presentation by DG Environment, Przemyslaw OGINSKI, Unit B3  

Przemyslaw OGINSKI presented the result of a study in 16 MS and 101 programs, RDPs, 

ERDF,CF,ESF and EMFF which analyzed allocations of Natura 2000 and the complementary 

between funds. In particular in RDPs, he highlighted significant gaps with PAFs, and very 

small allocations for Natura 2000 (information not included in RDPs but calculated in the 

study). Targets and indicators are often not adapted to monitor progress and PAFs are not 

sufficiently covered. In others funds, indicators and allocations are used in a very 

heterogeneous way. 

- CAP 1
st
 Pillar: First results of the greening implementation and greening review 

Presentation by DG Agriculture and Rural Development, Andrea FURLAN, Unit D2  

Andrea FURLAN presented the main results of the greening implementation in 2015, based 

on MS notifications on output indicators. The ongoing activities on the greening review after 

one year were also explained with the collaboration of the colleagues of Agri sector in Unit 

B1 

- Presentation of the conclusions of the Mid-Term Review of the Biodiversity Strategy 

Presentation by DG Environment, Rayka HAUSER, Unit B2 

Rayka HAUSER presented the 6 targets of the strategy and the 2020 headline targets. The 

mid-term review in October 2015 showed the continuing biodiversity loss and degradation of 

ecosystem services in the EU and globally except some local improvements. Some of the 

challenges for 2020 are the completion of marine Natura 2000 and the limitation of the 

ordinary biodiversity loss outside Natura 2000 or pollination ecosystem service (1/9 wild bee 

species in the EU faces extinction). Notifications under CAP (equivalence practices, cross-

compliance or EFA) could support biodiversity depending on the degree of implementation in 

MS. 

- Update on environment and agriculture in the upcoming climate & energy legislation 

for the period post 2020 (LULUCF and sustainability of bioenergy). Presentation by DG 

Environment, Andrea VETTORI, Unit B1 

Andrea VETTORI reminded the audience on the 2020 climate and energy package, adopted 

in 2009 with the following targets: 20% cut in GHG emission in comparison to 1990 levels 

(from industry, non-industry and LULUCF accounted under the Kyoto protocol), 20% by 

improvements in energy efficiency and the objective of 20% of EU energy production though 

renewable energy. He mentioned the content of ILUC directive, and the future reflection to 

establish the targets for 2030.  

 


