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1.  Agenda 

The agenda was approved without substantial modification. 

2.  Approval of the draft summary record of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved without modification. It was recalled 

that this is an informal meeting and that only a summary record would be provided. 

3. The role of the Agri-Environment Correspondents' Group 

The chairperson, Mrs. Anna Barnett from DG Environment, welcomed the participants, 

and reminded them that the Agri-Environment Correspondents Group (AECG) was set 

up in 1997 at the request of the Environment Policy Review Group – the group of 

Environment Ministry Directors General that meets under the leadership of the DG 

Environment Director General. The aim of the AECG meetings is to provide an informal 

forum to discuss the interface between agriculture and environment, and related policies. 

Participants are encouraged to be open about integration issues. The summary records are 

short, and contributions are not attributed to particular Member States.  

4. Follow up/outcome of the discussion within the working group on 

biodiversity and agriculture  

Presentation by Jérémie Crespin, Unit B1, DG ENV 

The presentation focused on the update of the Working Group on Agriculture and 

Biodiversity, which has its mandate to help integrate biodiversity concerns into the CAP 

and in particular the Rural Development Programmes. The aim of this working group is 

to develop a series of recommendations, help implement the agriculture related aspects, 

support the task of program officers, exchange views, and establish close cooperation 

between actors. Next meeting would be in June 2013 and several stakeholders (EC, MS, 

Birdlife, FoE, IFOAM, ELO, and others) would present their recommendations and 

suggestions on budget, targets, simplicity and complexity of networks, RDP/Agri-
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Environment-Scheme/N2000 databases, incentives for farmers for cooperation with each 

other, etc.   

5.  The CAP towards 2020 – Greening the CAP 

Presentation by Christiane Canenbley, DG AGRI 

Christiane Canenbley from DG AGRI presented the green direct payment, as the most 

important environmental element of the CAP reform post 2013. To meet the reform 

objectives, the elements of the "greening" should be simple, annual, generalised and 

compulsory. The Commissions' proposals of October 2011 included that 30% of the 

direct payment envelope for applying the following practices at holding level include 

crop diversification, maintenance of permanent grasslands and ecological focus areas.  

She explained the timetable for CAP reform.  

6.  Presentation of the guidance on farmland management ad Natura 2000, and 

Prioritized Action Frameworks 

Presentation by François Kremer and by Przemek Oginski, Unit B3, DG ENV 

The first part of the presentation explained the aims of the Guidance "Farming for Natura 

2000" and how to integrate Natura 2000 conservation objectives into farming practices. 

The Guidance was based on MS good practice experiences and prepared through an 

active dialogue with relevant stakeholders. To support different types of farming 

practices several EU, national funds or market-based instruments and innovative 

instruments should be used. The second part of the presentation focused on Prioritised 

Action Frameworks (PAF), which set up strategic conservation priorities for Natura 2000 

for 2014 – 2020. The state of play for PAFs already submitted and the follow-up process 

with MS was described. All different EU funds within the Partnership Agreements had a 

role to play in supporting Natura 2000 objectives within Operational Programmes.  

7.  Rural Development – preparing for new programming period. Link with 

CSF.  

Presentation by Timea Moreau-Tepliczky, Unit B1, DG ENV 

Under this item was explained that the aim of including Rural Development in the 

Common Strategic Framework was to achieve increased coherence between the actions 

of the difference funds (ERDF, ESR, EAFRD, and maritime and fisheries fund). Under 

the CSF funds, the broad Europe 2020 objectives were translated into six EU-wide 

priorities; environmental priorities are covered by priorities 4 and 5. Inclusion in the CSF 

would have implications for Rural Development programming.  

8.  Planned communication on land use and study on "Land as an environ-

mental resource"  

Presentation by Alia Atitar de la Fuente, Unit B1, DG ENV and by Kaley Hart, 

IEEP 

The first presentation was dedicated to explaining why land as a resource is under 

pressure, the global dimension of EU decisions on land, and proposed steps forward. The 

Communication on Land as a resource will address several problems, which are common 

to all MS and will be finalised in 2015. The second part of the presentation focused on 
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the study on 'Land as an Environmental Resource". The study undertook an inventory of 

rural land, predicted demands from EU rural land to 2050, and expected future demand 

and its implications for rural land. A key recommendation is to think more strategically 

about how rural land is used in Europe. 

9.  Blueprint for water – Focus on agriculture, for AE correspondents meeting 

Presentation by Claire McCamphill Unit D1, DG ENV 

Claire McCamphill presented the work on interlinkages between water and agriculture. 

One of the EC Blueprint messages was that agriculture is identified as a significant 

pressure on the aquatic ecosystem in 90% of EU river basins. Among Blueprint actions 

belong better implementation of the existing water and water related policies, developing 

water accounts with MS, integrating water policy objectives into other policies, 

encouraging natural water retention measures, and filling gaps in the existing framework 

(e.g. water re-use for agricultural and industrial purposes).   The Commission is now 

working with stakeholders to turn the Blueprint proposals into action as soon as possible.  

10.  The Nitrates Directive  

Presentation by Luisa Samarelli, Unit B1, DG ENV 

The presentation focused on the identification of polluted waters or waters at risk of 

pollution and achievements from the reporting period 2008-2011 compared to the results 

of the period 2004-2007 (both for surface and groundwater). From the results, it became 

clearer that further designation of Nitrate Vulnerable Zones is required in several areas as 

regards e.g. eutrophication (e.g. Baltic Sea catchment). The NVZ revision process has 

also to fully consider WFD/MSFD objectives. Among the main positive developments of 

the proper implementation of the Nitrates Directive are that manure storage is in place,  

feeding is adapted to reduce N excretion, and increased manure efficiency to be achieved 

through better application timing and advanced spreading techniques. In this context, it is 

worth noting that the overall reduction in fertiliser use in the EU has had no effect on 

yields.     

 


