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NeedsNeeds
Primary use of databases Primary use of databases –– help prospective help prospective 
implementers determine what they will do implementers determine what they will do 
visvis--àà--vis possible holders of possibly vis possible holders of possibly 
essential patent claims essential patent claims 

Want to be able to check what disclosures were Want to be able to check what disclosures were 
made by what entities in connection with a made by what entities in connection with a 
specific standardspecific standard

Key pieces of data:Key pieces of data:
Who are the patent holders?Who are the patent holders?

What patents (general or specific)?What patents (general or specific)?

What is the specific licensing commitment?  What is the specific licensing commitment?  



NeedsNeeds
What does an implementer do with this information?What does an implementer do with this information?

Any implementer will consider the information in the Any implementer will consider the information in the 
context of its affected product(s) and make decisionscontext of its affected product(s) and make decisions

This consideration about licensing issues likely will This consideration about licensing issues likely will 
involve patents that go beyond just the essential claims involve patents that go beyond just the essential claims 
of a single standardof a single standard

Should the implementer engage in negotiations with Should the implementer engage in negotiations with 
an identified patent holder?  an identified patent holder?  

Depends on many factors (including but not limited Depends on many factors (including but not limited 
to):to):

Has enough information regarding its productsHas enough information regarding its products

Whether the patents are valid, enforceable and likely infringedWhether the patents are valid, enforceable and likely infringed

Likely value of the patentsLikely value of the patents

Existing agreementsExisting agreements

Patent portfolio positioning between the partiesPatent portfolio positioning between the parties

Business models and past experiences    Business models and past experiences    



TradeTrade--offsoffs
Challenges with regard to having effective Challenges with regard to having effective 
patent databases:patent databases:

Costs and burden for both the SSO and patent Costs and burden for both the SSO and patent 
holdersholders

Information in patent databases likely contains Information in patent databases likely contains 
inaccuracies and is incompleteinaccuracies and is incomplete

Disclaimers typically highlight that the SSO is not Disclaimers typically highlight that the SSO is not 
vouching for any of the information or making vouching for any of the information or making 
any assessment as to compliance with the IPR any assessment as to compliance with the IPR 
policypolicy

Updating disclosures can impose burdensUpdating disclosures can impose burdens
Many disclosures are Many disclosures are ““generalgeneral””

Newer issue of transfer of the patentNewer issue of transfer of the patent



TradeTrade--offsoffs

Challenges with regard to having effective Challenges with regard to having effective 
patent databases (continued):patent databases (continued):

HHow is the information made accessible?ow is the information made accessible?

Disclosure of what was actually submitted?Disclosure of what was actually submitted?

Summary of the submission?Summary of the submission?

Just list of disclosing patent holders?Just list of disclosing patent holders?

No database?No database?

Which version of what policy applies to Which version of what policy applies to 
which disclosures?which disclosures?



Sample Sample –– ITUITU--T IPR DeclarationsT IPR Declarations



Sample Sample –– ITUITU--T DisclaimerT Disclaimer

“This database is not certified to be either 
accurate or complete, but only reflects the 
information that has been communicated to 
the ITU secretariat. The ITU secretariat has not 
verified the veracity or accuracy of such 
statements, nor the relevance of the 
identified patents or patent applications to 
ITU Recommendations.”



Sample Sample –– IETF IPR DeclarationsIETF IPR Declarations



Sample Sample –– IETF IPR Search ScreenIETF IPR Search Screen



Sample Sample –– IETF DisclaimerIETF Disclaimer

“The IETF takes no position regarding the validity or 
scope of any intellectual property rights or other rights 
that might be claimed to pertain to the implementation 
or use of the technology described in any IETF 
documents or the extent to which any license under 
such rights might or might not be available; nor does it 
represent that it has made any independent effort to 
identify any such rights.”



Sample Sample –– IEEE IPR DeclarationsIEEE IPR Declarations



Sample Sample –– IEEE DisclaimerIEEE Disclaimer

“Note to all readers: The IEEE is not responsible for 
identifying patents or patent applications for which a license 
may be required to implement an IEEE standard or for 
conducting inquiries into the legal validity or scope of those 
patents that are brought to its attention.”

“Note to all readers: The IEEE takes no position with respect 
to the reasonableness of rates, terms, and conditions of the 
license agreements offered by patent holders or patent 
applicants. To that end, the IEEE will not review and does 
not endorse the contents nor confirm the continuing 
accuracy or consistency of any web sites listed in any patent 
letters of assurance received.”



Sample Sample –– ATSC IPR DeclarationsATSC IPR Declarations



Sample Sample –– ATSC DisclaimerATSC Disclaimer
NoneNone
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