
Dear Sirs,  

Please find enclosed the contribution from the Netherlands on the European strategy on clean and 
energy efficient vehicles. Our contribution takes the form of a letter from our Minister of Economic 
Affairs, Minister Maria van der Hoeven, to Commissioner Tajani concerning the informal Ministerial 
meeting on the 19th of February on the automotive sector. 

We would like to emphasize the importance of a broad, technology neutral initiative at EU-level, on 
clean and energy efficient vehicles. At the same time we feel that there are major hurdels and 
uncertainties with respect to in particular electric vehicles, which require EU-action at short notice. In 
our view most urgent actions are: 

- standardisation of charging infrastructure and safety demands.  

- stimulating European cooperation in R&D, in particular in the field of battery development.  

- looking into the use of EU-regulation, for instance the CO2 standard for passenger cars, to further 
stimulate electric driving.  

- ensuring a level playing field at EU-level 
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