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AUTOM OTIVE CRISIS  INTERGROUP :   
CONTRIBUTION TO THE R EFLECTION ON THE FUT URE EUROPE AN STRATEGY 

FOR CLE AN AND ENE RGY -EFFICIENT VEHICLES  
 

This contribution is a follow-up of the two official papers adopted by the Committee of the Regions on 18 June 
2009

1
 and 10 February 2010
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.  

 
 
 

First of all, the Automotive Crisis Intergroup would like to express its strong support to the initiative 
launched by the European Commission. It is of great importance, not only to put into place a strategy 
for clean and energy-efficient vehicles, but also to support the transition of the European automotive 
sector as a whole.  
 

O U R  P R I O RI T I E S  F O R TH E  F U TU R E   
EU R O P E AN  S TR ATE G Y F O R  C L E AN  AN D  E N E R G Y -E F FI C IE N T V E HI C L ES  

  
- R&D FUNDING: It is very important that the European Commission facilitates the take-up of all 

technologies able to contribute to the greening of vehicles, at every step of their lifecycle. But 
some priority choices have to be made in order to support the competitiveness of the 
European automotive sector: the manufacturers, the suppliers, the SMEs and the automotive 
clusters. These choices will have to be supported by more funding for R&D within the Green 
Cars Initiative.  

- SKILLS: New technologies mean new skills: there should be support to the training of students, 
apprentices and employees of the sector. It is all the more urgent for employees which are 
currently at risk. 

- STANDARDS: Vehicles are made for mobility, including crossborder mobility. If we want a real 
European market for clean vehicles, common standards have to be implemented in every 
region/ Member State. Attention should be paid to technical solutions which are already put 
into place.  

- REGULATION: the new markets will only take-up if consumers are confident about the safety of 
vehicles. That is why the safety of new technologies should be guaranteed by the European 
regulation. 

- INFRASTRUCTURE: regarding electric vehicles, the necessary infrastructure should be 
developed quickly in order to allow charging of vehicles. Interoperability of the different 
infrastructures and vehicle models should be guaranteed. Funding of this infrastructure 
through structural funds should be explored.  

 
RO L E  OF  LO C AL  AN D  RE G I O N AL  AU TH O R I T I E S  

 
Local and regional authorities already play a great role in the implementation of new sustainable 
mobility solutions and policies. They are aware of the new mobility needs and they are able to 
contribute to the diffusion of clean vehicles via the different policies they are responsible for: transport, 
industrial, research, innovation, training, environment policies. Many of them are currently designing 
and putting into place specific strategies to support the development of clean vehicles on their 
territories

3
. 

That is why the Committee of the Regions asks to be included in the CARS 21 High-Level Group. 
Moreover, local and regional authorities should be associated in the definition of the future action plan 
on clean vehicles. Gathered in the Automotive Crisis Intergroup, the local and regional authorities are 
ready to give further input to the European reflection on the development of clean and energy-efficient 
vehicles. 

                                                 
1
 Resolution of the Committee of the Regions on the European response to the crisis in the automotive sector, adopted on 18 

June  2009 
2
 Opinion of the Committee of the Regions: “Coordinated and sustainable responses to meet the challenges facing the 

European automotive sector and to strengthen its links to the regions “, adopted on 10 February 2010 
3
 See the minutes of the seminar organised on 2 December 2009 by the Automotive Crisis Intergroup: “Exchanging on regional 

strategies to tackle the automotive crisis”- available upon request 
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* Observer 

 
Contact: Ségolène Martin, Secretariat of the Automotive Crisis Intergroup 
(cor.automotivecrisis@yahoo.fr ) – 0032 (0) 2 235 04 13 

 Last name First name Country Region Political Group 

1 Le Drian Jean-Yves France Bretagne PES 

2 Ancisi Alvaro Italy Emilia-Romagna EPP 

3 Auxiette Jacques France Pays-de-la-Loire PES 

4 Bachy Jean-Paul France Champagne-Ardenne PES 

5 Beauvais* Laurent France Basse-Normandie PS 

6 Blanár Juraj Slovakia Žilina PES 

7 Bore Albert United Kingdom Birmingham PES 

8 Bresso Mercedes Italy Piemonte PES 

9 Bright Robert United Kingdom Wales PES 

10 Catalán Higueras  Alberto Spain Navarra EPP 

11 Clucas Flo United Kingdom North West ALDE 

12 Delebarre Michel France Nord-Pas-de-Calais PES 

13 De Diego Durantez María Spain Castilla y León EPP 

14 Echenique González Guillermo Spain País Vasco PES 

15 Gamallo Aller Jesús Spain Galicia EPP 

16 Gewerc Claude France Picardie PES 

17 Gibowski Wolfgang Germany Niedersachsen EPP 

18 Gorostiaga Saiz Dolores Spain Cantabria PES 

19 Griñán Martínez José Antonio Spain Andalousia PES 

20 Haijanen Pauliina Finland South West EPP 

21 Hallikmägi Väino Estonia Pärnu ALDE 

22 Heatley Martin United Kingdom Midlands EPP 

23 Herrera Campo Juan Vicente Spain Castilla y León EPP 

24 Huddart Doreen United Kingdom  North East ALDE 

25 Iglesias Ricou Marcelino Spain Aragón PES 

26 Johansson Kent Sweden Västra Götaland ALDE 

27 Klär Karl-Heinz Germany Rheinland-Pfalz PES 

28 Lacombe Mireille France Puy-de-Dôme PES 

29 Ledoux Claudine France Champagne-Ardenne PES 

30 Le Vern Alain France Haute-Normandie PES 

31 López Álvarez Francisco Javier Spain País Vasco PES 

32 Lucena Barranquero Miguel Spain Andalousia PES 

33 Macaire* Jean-François France Poitou-Charentes PS 

34 Masini Sonia Italy Emilia PES 

35 Masseret* Jean-Pierre France Lorraine PS 

36 Monterrubio Villar Esther Spain Aragón PES 

37 Montilla Aguilera  José Spain Cataluña PES 

38 Núñez Feijóo Alberto Spain Galicia EPP 

39 Pearce Judith United Kingdom West Midlands  

40 Penez* Jacqueline France Ile-de-France PS 

41 Percheron Daniel France Nord-Pas-de-Calais PES 

42 Pollard Kathy United Kingdom East of England ALDE 

43 Pröll  Erwin Austria Niederösterreich EPP 

44 Ripoll Navarro Rafael Spain Valencia EPP 

45 Sausgruber Herbert Austria Bregenz EPP 

46 Sauwens Johan Belgium Flandre EPP 

47 Silberg Uno Estonia Kose UEN-AE 

48 Śmigielski Bogusław Poland Śląskie Voivodeship EPP 

49 Straub Peter Germany Baden-Württemberg EPP 

50 Struzik Adam Poland MazoweickieVoivodeship EPP 

51 Van den Brande Luc Belgium Flandre EPP 

52 Vitagliano Gianfranco Italy Molise EPP 

53 Voves Franz Austria Styria PES 

54 Wilcox Dave United Kingdom East Midlands  PES 

55 Wozniak Marek Poland Wielkopolska EPP 
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