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Joining forces to better serve  
FP7 applicants

The National Contact Points (NCP) for Space from 32 coun-
tries now work together in the project COSMOS. The support 
action aims at making it easier for applicants to the EU’s 
Seventh Framework Programme for Research (FP7) to find 
international partners and to exchange good practices.  

Cosmos means an orderly or harmonious system. It origi-
nates from the Greek meaning “order, orderly arrange-
ment, ornaments”, and is the antithetical concept of 
chaos. Yet cosmos also defines the idea underlying the 
COSMOS support action, which is to bring about an or-
derly arrangement for the service of NCPs including dis-
semination of information about the FP7 Space theme 
in a varied context comprising some 32 countries across 
Europe and the Near East.  

COSMOS - Cooperation Of Space NCPs as a Means  
to Optimise Services - aims at building a network of 
Space NCPs. 

With the introduction of space as an independent topic 
in EU Framework Programmes for Research, which con-
tribute to the implementation of the European Space 
Policy (ESP), NCPs for Space have been set up in al-
most all EU Member States and Associated Countries,  

as well as in certain Third Countries. Whilst some coun-
tries have a long history and proud legacies in space ac-
tivities, others are discovering new opportunities dealing 
with Space in FP7.

Against this backdrop, NCPs participating in COSMOS 
will identify and exchange good practices, elaborate 
and conduct training courses for staff, and gather and 
provide up-to-date information on 
space and space relevant topics for 
the benefit of citizens.

Moreover, COSMOS will contrib-
ute to improving project partner 
search, making it easier for FP7  
applicants to find international part-
ners. The aim is to ensure a more bal-
anced and high quality NCP service 
for the benefit of new as well as ex-
perienced FP7 applicants, whilst 
raising awareness of the op-
portunities space represents 
for European businesses and 
organisations - both public 
and private, and large and 
small alike.

What do you want to achieve 
with this project?
National Contact Points (NCPs) for 
Space support researchers interested 
in applying for funding in the FP7 
topic Space. Within COSMOS these 
NCPs discuss, evaluate and optimise 
their services. This will lead to an 
improved overall quality of service for 
the benefit of the researchers. 

Why is this project important 
for Europe?
By helping to improve the quality of 
FP7 proposals the COSMOS network 
supports the development of the Eu-
ropean Research Area (ERA). Via the 
partner network it is further on en-
sured that all FP7 participating States 
get their chance to become part of and 
contribute to the ERA.

How does your work  
benefit European citizens?
Supporting European researchers 
means ensuring a sustainable de-
velopment and innovation of space 
based services like weather forecast-
ing and telecommunication. This is 
basis for a competitive European in-
dustry depending on a leading posi-
tion in leading-edge technology.

Adrian KLEIN
is project coordinator

9 September 2008, COSMOS was launched with a Space Info Day in Prague.
© COSMOS

Questions & Answers
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          Cooperation Of Space NCPs as a Means to Optimise 
Services (COSMOS)
Contract no: 218813
Starting date: 01/06/2008
Duration: 36 months
EU Contribution: € 1.999.996
Estimated total cost: € 2.174.433
www.fp7-space.eu
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          Adrian Klein
Tel: +49 228 447-213
E-mail: adrian.klein@dlr.de
 

          Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt, 
Germany

CONTACTCOORDINATOR

= Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt (DLR), 
Germany

= Solar-Terrestrial Influences Laboratory – Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences, Bulgaria

= Technology Centre AS, Czech Republic
= Foundation for Research & Technology, Greece
= Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea, Italy
= Malta Council for Science and Technology, Malta
= SenterNovem, The Netherlands
= Instytut Podstawowych Problemów Techniki Polskiej 

Akademii Nauk, Poland
= Romanian Space Agency, Romania
= The Scientific and Technological Research Council of 

Turkey, Turkey
= Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft 

mbH, Austria
= Service d’information scientifique et technique / Dienst 

voor Wetenschappelijke en Technische Informatie, 
Belgium

= Remote Sensing Application Centre, Bulgaria
= Euresearch, Switzerland
= Research Promotion Foundation, Cyprus
= Forsknings- og Innovationsstyrelsen, Denmark

= Centro para el Desarrollo Tecnológico Industrial, Spain
= Archimedes Foundation, Estonia
= Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and 

Innovation, Finland
= Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales (CNES), France
= Croatian Institute of Technology, Croatia
= Enterprise Ireland, Ireland
= Israel-Europe R&D Directorate for the EU Framework 

Program, Israel
= Agency for International Science and Technology 

Development Programmes, Lithuania
= National Agency for Innovation and Research, Luxemburg
= Riga Technical University, Latvia
= University Cyril and Methodius, FYROM
= Swedish National Space Board, Sweden
= Swedish Governmental Agency for Innovation 

Systems, Sweden
= GR Aero Ltd, United Kingdom
= The Icelandic Centre for Research – RANNÍS, Iceland
= Agência de Inovação, Inovação Empresarial e 

Transferência de Tecnologia, S.A., Portugal
= Jožef Stefan Institute, Slovenia
= Slovak Research and Development Agency, Slovakia
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