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Winner of the 2007 Jury’s Grand Prize

Contact:  Xabier Orchandiano Martinez, Lan Ekintza-Bilbao, Spain
Project: Development of premises or business use in Bilbao

Urban redevelopment initiative that aims to prevent city decay by attracting start-ups and established businesses 
to relocate to the old heart of the city by providing financial support as well as combating marginalisation and 
social exclusion. 

 “We have constantly adapted our urban redevelopment initiative in order to coincide with the dynamic needs 
of entrepreneurs, companies and the market circumstances. The award led to our project being replicated in 
other cities in the Basque Autonomous Community and elsewhere in Spain. The survival rate of businesses 
linked to the project is an astounding 90%.
www.bilbao.net/lanekintza

Winner of the 2007 Red Tape Reduction Award

Contact: Margus Mägi, Company Registration Portal (CReP), Estonia
Project: Company Registration Portal (CReP)

Simplifying company registration by offering an online portal allowing to do so within a 12-minute period. 

“Cross-border business and openness are our keys to success. Following the EEA, we have accepted 
foreign e-Ids from Portugal, Finland, Belgium and Lithuania, allowing them to use our portal to register their 
companies. This has expanded our potential users’ figure to 20 million. In 2010, almost 99% of Estonian 
entrepreneurs filed their annual reports through our portal.” 
www.rik.ee/crep
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Winner of the 2007 Enterprise Support Award

Contact: �Sylvia Mann, 1,2,3 GO – Business Initiative, 
npa, Luxembourg

Project: �	� 1,2,3 GO, the Greater Region network of experts 
and its business start-up bonuses

An interregional network of nearly 300 experts assisting in the 
development of business plans for innovative companies

“Our interregional network of business plan experts received international recognition following the EEA. Since 
then, we’ve continued to expand our initiative, which now boasts a network of 350 coaches and experts in 
entrepreneurship, with new projects and strengthened our presence in the Greater Region with new partners 
in Germany and Belgium. Our initiative focuses on accompanying innovative projects before and during the 
process of company creation by providing free coaching for creating business plans and workshops and 
networking events in the Greater Region. 
www.123go-networking.org

Winner of the 2008/2009 Jury’s Grand Prize

Contact: Nick Taylor, Scarborough Renaissance Partnership, UK
Project: The Scarborough Renaissance Partnership

The development project transformed the north-east England seaside town of Scarborough by pioneering 
renaissance and boosting entrepreneurship, thus turning a seasonal economy with winter unemployment 
50% higher than summer into a year-round economy with only a 10% difference between summer and winter 
employment. 

“We learned a great deal from attending the 2007 EEA event in Prague and meeting other finalists; in particular, 
the excellent opportunities there could be from European collaboration. Being awarded for our success in 
giving the town of Scarborough its own renaissance dramatically improved perceptions of our project. It helped 
the local business community and is contributing to attracting new organisations to our town. Scarborough 
also went on to win two further awards: the International Association of Public Participation’s Project of the 
Year Award in 2009 and the Great Town National Award by the Academy of Urbanism in 2010. Currently, we 
see many early signs from potential investors in the town. The creative industries, tourism and manufacturing 
are also showing positive signs for the future. 
www.scarborough.gov.uk
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Winner of the 2008/2009 Investment in Skills 
Award

Contact: �Taru Päivike, The Women’s Enterprise Agency, 
Finland

Project: 	� Knowledge, skills, support – from entrepreneur 
to entrepreneur

The unique operation model offers mentoring for female 
entrepreneurs managing new and growing SMEs. 

“Winning the award provided our project with such visibility on the European stage, that we were invited to the 
2011 UK Nordic Baltic Summit to present our mentoring models to nine European Prime Ministers. With regard 
to our presentation, Prime Minister David Cameron said: ‘Britain has to learn from other countries in terms 
of women’s participation in the workforce, levels of female entrepreneurship, family-friendly businesses and 
levels of childcare – and also levels of well-being among children.’ We are currently continuing our work with 
our principle of one entrepreneur supporting another. Our networking events, entrepreneurial training courses 
and mentoring programmes continue to remain very popular among start-up women entrepreneurs.”
www.nyek.fi

Winner of the 2010 Responsible and Inclusive Entrepreneurship Award

Contact: Kordian Kolbiarz, District Labour Office, Poland
Project: Construction of houses by means of a training system for unemployed persons

Training unemployed people to become qualified construction workers who build social housing. 

“Winning an EEA directly contributed to the promotion of our project and our unique system of constructing 
social housing while at the same time training unemployed individuals. Our project is now strongly supported 
and promoted by the Polish Ministry of Labour and Social Policy. The essence of our project, namely achieving 
professional qualifications while attaining a result from which society gains, sparked activity in Poland’s job 
centres. We continuously provide information to local and government authorities across the EU, who seek 
to implement similar projects.” 
www.pup.nysa.pl
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Winner of the 2010 Improving the Business 
Environment Award

Contact: �Siniša Nišavić, DATA polslovene storitve, d.o.o., 
Slovenia

Project:	� Programme of providing support to entrepre-
neurs aimed at reducing the closure rate of 
business

A public-private partnership to provide support for new 
companies, thus reducing the rate of failure by 50%.

“Our fellow winners set a great example for us, as they showed us that the keys to success are believing in 
the project, being creative and orienting the project towards a greater goal than just profit.Since obtaining an 
EEA, we are even more recognized in Slovenia and our free services for entrepreneurs continue to deliver 
great results. We have deepened our cooperation with institutions with the aim to help entrepreneurs survive 
the economic crisis. We are currently working on transferring our good practice initiative to other countries.” 
www.data.si  

Winner of the 2010 Jury’s Grand Prize

Contact: �Henri Talamy, Agence Régionale de Dévelopment de Territoires d’Auvergne (ARDTA), France
Project: Entrepreneur’s Residencies

Entrepreneur’s Residencies provides short and long-term support measures for business creators or buyers 
from outside the area, willing to settle in the region. They are designed to support, facilitate and accelerate 
the setting up of new businesses by guiding potential entrepreneurs and refunding their living expenses. 

“After winning the EEA, we were featured on national French television to explain how our short and long-
term support initiatives bring entrepreneurs from outside the region to settle in our region. This generated 
strong interest in our project, at one point reaching 250 phone calls per day. Since 2010, the amount of 
projects we support has increased by 30%, and we are currently looking to extend our initiative to the Massif 
Central region.”
www.auvergnelife.tv
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