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EU Action Plan for e-procurement

EU e-procurement Action Plan (2004)
2.2.2 Increase competitiveness of PP markets across the EU

COM List of certificates on eligibility of tenderers (2006)
– Application of art. 45(1)
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/2004_18/index_en.htm

COM external feasibility study on e-certificates (2007-2008)
– Q: How to provide electronically business certificates required in public 

procurement procedures? 

“2nd half 2005: The Commission considers proposing services for 
the electronic supply of business information and certificates in public 
procurement for implementation under the IDABC programme”

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/2004_18/index_en.htm


3

EU Action Plan for e-procurement

COM feasibility study (2008)
'Minimalist scenarios'
– Mutual information mechanism
– Self-declaration of compliance

'Sophisticated scenarios'
– Decentralised issuance of signed e-attestations (similar to 

paper certificates today)
– Single electronic storage points ('virtual company dossier')
– Trusted third party - 'TTP' ('electronic notary')
– Federated data networks (direct data exchange between 

administrations)
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Electronic certificates: operational examples

Current Member States practice
No specific legal framework…

…but frequently combine simplification & operational e-certificates 
using

– Self-declarations of compliance (10)
– Trusted Third Party (8)

Ex.: lists of approved economic operators 
– Direct data transfer between administrations (5)
– Decentralised electronically signed certificates (4)
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MS example 1: Dutch declaration of compliance

Standardised ‘own declarations’ (‘Eigenverklaring’), available on-line 
as a Word doc. To be customised by the contracting authority, and 
filled out and signed by the tenderer

See: http://www.aanbestedingskalender.nl/download.aspx?id=462&ext=doc

http://www.aanbestedingskalender.nl/download.aspx?id=462&ext=doc
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MS example 2: Danish TTP system

Declaration of Service 
(“Serviceattest”)

Issued by the Commerce and 
Companies Agency to 
companies which register there, 
and mandate the Agency to 
collect the relevant information 
itself

I.e., the attestation confirms that 
the tenderer’s information (as 
stored with Danish authorities) 
meets the legal requirements
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MS example 3: Austrian electronically signed 
certificates

Attestations in PDF-format, 
electronically signed by civil 
servants and visually marked as 
such

Using an ‘official signature’
(‘Amtssignatur’), an advanced 
e- signature which is marked as 
being official in the certificate

Can be validated on-line and 
validation guidelines are 
contained on the attestation itself

Ex: Extract of judicial record
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MS example 4: German approved list of economic 
operators

Präqualifizierungsverein 
http://www.pq-verein.de/
used in construction contracts 
(as defined in §8 VOB/A)
6 pre-qualification agencies 
(mandatory for contracting 
authorities, voluntary for 
companies)
firms indicate in offer that they 
have been 'pre-qualified' on 
technical, economic and personal 
capacity
attestations available in the 
register may not be requested 
again by the contracting authority 
during their period of validity 

http://www.pq-verein.de/
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MS example 5: BRITE ‘Company dossier’
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MS example 5: BRITE ‘Company dossier’
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Electronic certificates: operational examples

Current EU projects
name what when who

Mutual information mechanism 
on electronic certificates

2009 COM

PEPPOL- 
WP2

Cross-border e-procurement pilot 
('Virtual Company dossier‘)

2008-2010 MS

BRITE Business Register 
Interoperability Throughout 
Europe

2009 MS

ECRIS European Criminal Records 
Information System

on-going COM, MS

eSignatures Action Plan 200-2010

(Adopted 29 Nov 2008)

COM

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PEPPOL: (AT, DE, FR, IT, NOR) 
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Conclusions

Strategic and horizontal importance of electronic
certificates and attestations

Cross-border interoperability a permanent concern

Recommendations
– Create synergies with operational EU projects
– Short term: start with small steps 

Quick-win: implement information mechanism
Encourage administrative simplification
Encourage introduction and use of e-certificates

– Long term: implement full scenarios
Future feasibility action on one selected comprehensive model
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