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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, good afternoon. 

 

It is a pleasure for me to address you at the closing of this conference, which has 

been discussing the Vision for PV technology for 2030 and beyond.  I am sorry 

that I could not spend more time with you during the day.   

 

During the opening session, my good friend Pablo Fernandez Ruiz said that the 

Vision Report, which has formed the basis for today’s discussions, is a unique 

and timely achievement, which marks the beginning of a new process.  I would 

like to re-emphasise this point.   

 

In its PV Vision report, the PV Advisory Council proposes the use of a PV 

Technology Platform as a mechanism to implement the strategy and achieve the 

wider goals which are defined in the vision.  I understand from my colleagues 

that many speakers during the day have supported this proposal. 

 

Before addressing the “vision”, and suggesting a way forward in the light of 

today’s discussions, I would like to say a few words about the context of this 

initiative from the perspective of DG TREN, which of course is responsible for 

EU policy and legislation in the energy sector. 

 

Europe’s energy system is characterised today by a heavy dependence on 

imported fossil fuels, an ever increasing demand for electricity, and emissions of 

CO2 which are still too high compared with our Kyoto commitments. 
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The Green Paper on the security of energy supply, which was adopted in 

2000, opened up an unprecedented EU-wide debate on energy policy, which 

drew attention to the structural weaknesses and geo-political, social and 

environmental shortcomings of the EU's energy supply. Well before the events 

of 11 September 2001, the Green Paper underlined the need to address the 

security of Europe’s energy supplies, and pointed out that, unless policies are 

revised, the EU will be dependent on imports for more than 70% of its energy 

supplies by 2030. In this context, the green paper gives priority to the promotion 

of energy efficiency and to the use of domestic energy sources, including 

renewable energy sources and renewable electricity. 

 

During the past three years, the EU has put in place a new regulatory 

framework, with a view to accelerating the growth of EU markets for 

renewable electricity. In this context, the most important instrument is the 

Directive on electricity production from renewable energy sources 

(2001/77/EC), which set a community target of 22% of the electricity consumed 

in 2010 to be produced from renewable energy sources. Such is the importance 

of this new Directive that the new Member States, which joined the Union on 

the first of May this year, have already assumed commitments in respect of it.  

As a result, the new EU-25 target (following enlargement) became 21%. 

 

The renewable electricity Directive requires the removal of market barriers, 

through the simplification of administrative procedures, transparency of the 

costs of grid connection and the right of access to the grid, as well as the 

introduction of guarantees of origin for renewable electricity. Member States 

have established national targets for this consumption of renewable electricity 

and have to put in place an action plan to achieve this target. 
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In 2004, as required by the directive, the Commission produced a 

Communication on the progress of Member States towards renewable energy 

targets and the implications for Europe. This assessment was published in May 

2004 in the Communication ‘The share of renewable energy in the EU1’, where 

the Commission also assessed the progress being made in achieving the general 

2010 target of 12% renewables in the overall EU energy consumption. To 

accompany this communication, a document summarizing the renewable energy 

profiles of the 25 Member States situation has been issued2. 

 

This Communication shows that four Member States (Denmark, Finland, 

Germany, and Spain) have actively adopted measures which are effective 

enough to put them on line to meet their renewable energy and green electricity 

commitments. For the rest of Europe the picture is not so good: with the policies 

and measures currently in place, the EU-15 will probably achieve a share of only 

18%–19% in 2010. Other Member States must therefore act more quickly and 

introduce more ambitious policies if the EU is to meet its overall targets. 

 

In its Communication the Commission committed itself “to carry out regular 

reviews of progress in the development of renewable energy sources”. The first 

review will be completed not later than the end of October 2005 with a view to 

opening a debate in order to set in 2007 a target for the period after 2010, 

starting the process for establishing a longer term perspective for renewable 

energy. 

 

In addition, the Commission intends, from now onwards, to prioritise the 

deployment of renewable energy using its financial instruments, inter alia the 

                                                 
1(1) COM(2004) 366 final, 26.5.2004: Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European 
Parliament ‘The share of renewable energy in the EU’. 
2 (2) SEC(2004) 547, 26.5.2004: Commission staff working document ‘The share of renewable energy in the EU 
– Country profiles – Overview of renewable energy sources in the enlarged European Union’, available on the 
Internet. (http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy/res/documents/index_en.htm). 



 

4 

Structural and Cohesion Funds; as well as the relevant rural development 

measures, which form the second pillar of the common agricultural policy. 

 

The PV industry worldwide employs today around 20,000 people, of which 

about 9000 people are employed in the EU, including manufacture, R&D, 

installation and distribution. The jobs created are 10% in R&D, 40% in 

manufacturing and 50% in other areas such as installers, utility companies and 

government departments.  It is vital that the PV industry should continue to 

grow in ways which will ensure that the maximum possible number of jobs is 

created within the EU. This point was emphasised by Chancellor Schroeder 

in his speech to the Bonn conference on renewables, beginning of June 2004. 

 

 

2. SUPPORT FOR PV IN EU RESEARCH PROGRAMMES  

The Commission works with many of the leading PV industries through co-

financed projects in its research and its promotion programmes, and maintains a 

regular dialogue with the various industry groups. 

 

In terms of research objectives, a combination of actions is needed to address 

the PV sector, and these are primarily related to cost reduction: (1) fundamental 

research [this part is managed by DG Research] aimed at achieving relevant 

progress either through reducing manufacturing costs or through increasing the 

efficiency of the PV cells, and (2) integrated research and demonstration 

(managed by DG TREN), including the development of system design options 

and concepts, with a view to expanding the market and providing a basis for 

economies of scale in PV module production. 

 

For the short to medium term research actions supported under the 6th 

Framework Programme (2003-2006), the focus has been put on the 



 

5 

development and demonstration of integrated approaches to new system 

design options and concepts, with a strong emphasis on cost reduction. We 

have already launched PV projects with a total cost of €20 Million and an EC 

contribution of over €8 Million. In addition, a substantial number of the new 

projects which are to be supported under the new CONCERTO initiative, 

(launched earlier this year) include demonstrations of innovative PV systems. 

 

Furthermore, we have introduced the new priority “grid issues” within the latest 

FP6 call because our electricity transmission and distribution systems, designed 

for centralised power generation, must be modernised to accommodate the 

introduction of distributed generation, before large scale markets for PV 

generators can be realised.  The guidelines for TEN – Energy which were 

adopted by the European Parliament and the Council in 2003 duly included 

renewable energy as one of the new priorities for network development and 

support. 

Important efforts and resources are being devoted to research development 

and demonstration in FP6 and will be continued in FP7 with the aim of 

addressing the performance and the costs of PV technologies. 

 

3. SUPPORT FOR PV THROUGH THE INTELLIGENT ENERGY 

EUROPE PROGRAMME 

At the end of 2003, the Commission launched the first call for the programme 

“Intelligent Energy Europe” (EIE), which will support projects aimed at 

removing non-technological market barriers to the increased use of renewable 

energy sources, including of course PV electricity generation.  Such support is 

available in the EU for projects under the sub-programme ALTENER and in the 

developing countries through the sub-programme COOPENER.  The budget for 

the EIE programme over the next four years (2003-2006) is €250M. 
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4. THE WAY FORWARD 

 

Given this background, we should now look to the future where, as has been 

clearly stated in the Vision report, the PV community will have to face a double 

challenge.  Firstly, it must ensure that appropriate policies and legislation are put 

in place in all Member States, to encourage the continued growth of the markets 

for the current generation of PV systems. At the same time, it is necessary that 

research be supported in order to accelerate the development of a new 

generation of PV technologies, capable of supplying electricity to the grid on a 

larger scale and at significantly more competitive prices. 

 

The Commission is ready to help the photovoltaic community to face this 

double challenge, and does recognise the point, which is made in the Vision 

report, that it is vitally important to maintain continuity of effort and 

commitment  

Indeed, the launching of a Photovoltaic Technology Platform will establish a 

new process which will allow all of the interested parties in the PV sector to 

work together on a long term basis with built in continuity, and with common 

aims to: 

• Improve the competitiveness of the European photovoltaic industry 

• Increase the level of investments and improve the effectiveness of the 

resources dedicated to the photovoltaic sector 

• Strengthen both public and private commitment to the photovoltaic sector 

 

A PV platform will provide a valuable means of establishing a structured 

approach, which is supported by industry, the research community, policy 

makers and investors to put in place the policies which are needed to achieve the 

full potential of PV technology. 
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In practical terms, the launching of a photovoltaic platform will require several 

actions to be taken in the very near future: 

 

• The Strategy, outlined in the vision report, needs to be filled in 

• The Structure of the Platform needs to be agreed 

• The Responsibilities must be accepted 

• The Commitments must be made 

 

In the PV Vision report, it is stated that “it is now the responsibility of all 

stakeholders to acknowledge the long term strategic nature of photovoltaic 

technologies and ensure that PV becomes a major element in the renewable 

energy future”  I believe that the European Commission is already doing just 

that, for example, by: 

• Supporting the PV Platform Secretariat via FP6 

• Ensuring that the vision report is taken into account during the preparation 

of Europe’s FP7 research programme 

• Establishing a Photovoltaic Interservice Task Force involving DG’s 

(RTD, TREN, DEV, ENTR, ENV, REGIO) 

• Developing a coherent approach for all Platforms 

• Working with the Member States on the transposition of the Directives to 

achieve their full potential 

 

Other leading stakeholders are also moving in a positive direction, for example, 

we have been pleased to receive from EUREC and EPIA a common position on 

PV.  Nevertheless, much more will be needed in the future in terms of 

commitments and investments. 
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The ambitious objective to have Photovoltaics covering 5% of the total 

European electricity demand by 2030 will require very large investments for 

deployment and research (approximately 300 billion euro in today’s money). 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

A PV platform is so important because a well steered process will help to 

lower the risks for public and private investments, and will accelerate therefore 

the development, demonstration and market introduction of a new generation of 

PV systems, making the European industry a stronger competitor in the global 

market. 

 

The current markets for grid connected PV systems in the EU are not sustainable 

without EU Member State support. It is therefore vital that this support should 

be put in place and maintained to build up capacity and to bring down further 

the costs of new PV systems. 

 

Stability of support schemes is vital to give investors confidence but 

incremental progress can only be assured by maintaining the stability of 

research efforts including demonstration activities. 

 

To conclude, I would like to emphasise the importance which we in the 

European Commission attach to competitiveness and the Lisbon agenda. In this 

context the PV Platform will have a key role to nurture the future development 

of the European PV industry, and to accelerate the growth of the markets for PV 

electricity. For many years, Europe has been a world leader in the development 

of PV technologies and markets.  
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Together, we should use the opportunity offered by the Photovoltaic Platform to 

achieve the ambitious vision, which you have been discussing today, for 

delivering solar electricity to the citizens of Europe ! 

 

Thank you. 

 

A Gonzalez Finat 


