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| 2Biofuels in the Renewable Energy Directive

Renewable Energy Directive.Part of the package of energy and climate 
measures proposed on 23rd of January.On performance of biomass
» Biofuel and bioliquid sustainability
» Building codes to promote high-efficiency of 

biomass for heating
» Commission to report on requirements for a 

biomass sustainability scheme by Dec 2010 
(EU BAP also said Commission will look into this 
after biofuels)
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Are biofuels sustainability criteria in RES- 
D all relevant to biomass in general?.35% GHG saving relative to fossil fuel

- fuel comparator already determined for 
bioliquids to be used in heat and 
electricity .No conversion of wetland or ‘continuously 
forested area’ (high Carbon stock).No raw material to be taken from high 
biodiverse lands .Cross-compliance ?
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What other criteria needed to extend scheme to 
biomass??

?
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Main principles in existing schemes

.GHG balance .Biodiversity.Environmental criteria

Others:

Resource competition 
Economic wellbeing
Social criteria
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Main challenges with suggested 
principles:.Translate them into legally meaningful, quantifiable 

and verifiable indicators, harmonised definitions of 
biomass (including waste) – important for legal clarity 
and certainty.Develop reliable procedures and documentation for 
providing evidence of fulfilling the sustainability criteria .Limit burden of verification/monitoring and 
transparency of standard setting and verification
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Principles/ Criteria to be considered: 

.Default values for GHG savings – new feedstocks: 
forestry residues, biodegradable wastes (pathways 
should usually lead to more than 35% GHG savings) .End use efficiency in heating and electricity – through 
GO system or bonus for efficient biomass (like 2nd 

generation) or banning boilers with low energy 
efficiency or not to take into account at all?.Forestry management – harmonised system or 
recognition of existing schemes?  Which ones? Or not 
to take into account at all?
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Are there specific verification issues? 

.Is it more difficult to track consignments of 
biomass than agricultural crops?.Member States to have primary responsibility 
for verification – could this be based on 
existing reporting procedures under forest 
management schemes?.The Commission can decide that ‘certification 
schemes’ comply with the criteria
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Thank you –emese.kottasz@ec.europa.eu
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