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Report pursuant to the EU Directive on renewable electricity 
Attainment of national indicative targets 
Status of measures taken 
 

1. Introduction 

With this report the Dutch Government meets its obligations under Article 3(3) and Article 
6(2) of Directive 2001/77/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
27 September 2001 on the promotion of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in 
the internal electricity market (OJ L 283). 

 

2. Dutch objectives for renewable electricity and climate protection 

For the Netherlands, the national indicative target for the share of renewable electricity as 
provided for in EU Directive 2001/77/EC is 9% for 2010. 

The Dutch target for 2020 is 10% renewable energy relating to primary energy sources (Third 
Energy Memorandum, Lower House, parliamentary year 1995-1996, 24 525, Nos 1-2). The 
climate objective set by the Netherlands is to achieve in the period from 2008 to 2012 a 6% 
greenhouse gas emission reduction compared with 1990 emission levels (Climate Policy 
Implementation Memorandum, part II, Lower House, parliamentary year 1999-2000, 26 603, 
No 28). This also includes an intermediate objective of 5% renewable energy in 2010 relating 
to primary energy. Consequently, all measures contributing to raising the share of renewable 
electricity in national electricity supply also contribute towards attaining the climate objective. 
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3. Attainment of the national indicative targets 

In 2002, production of electricity from renewable energy sources in the Netherlands amounted 
to 3 644 GWh and total electricity consumption was 108 355 GWh. The share of national 
renewable energy production in national consumption was therefore 3.4%. Table 1 provides an 
overview of the contributions of the various production techniques for renewable electricity to 
overall production. 

Table 1.   Electricity production (GWh) from renewable energy 
sources in the Netherlands in 2000 – 2002 

 2000 2001 2002 
Non-bio energy, total 1 015 1 008 1 109 
Hydropower 142 117 124 
Wind energy 829 825 910 
Photovoltaic solar energy 7.7 13.1 17 
Heat/cold storage 36 53 58 
Bio energy, total 1 601 2 007 2 535 
Waste incineration 923 1 036 971 
Biomass incineration 378 670 1 260 
Biomass fermentation, total 300 302 304 
Total national production 2 616 3 016 3 644 
Source: CBS/NOVEM (2003)  

CO2 emission reduction 

According to the methodology laid down in the Renewable Energy Monitoring Protocol, 
national production of renewable electricity has led to an emission reduction of 1.76 Mtonne  
CO2 equivalents in 2002 (source: NOVEM). 

Climatological factors 

The climatological factors with a significant impact on the generation of renewable electricity 
are wind supply in the Netherlands and water supply in Dutch rivers. 

Wind 

Annual wind supply is recorded by means of an index which is the quotient of measured wind 
supply in a year and average wind supply (since 1988). In 2002 wind supply was 93% of this 
average: index = 93. 
(source: WSH) 

Water 

Water supply in the Maas river in 2002 was slightly higher than in 2001. The result was a 
slight increase in electricity produced from hydropower as electricity generated from 
hydropower comes from a constant number of plants. 
(source: NOVEM/RIZA) 
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4. Measures to stimulate renewable electricity 

The Dutch Government applies a wide range of instruments to stimulate renewable electricity. 
These can be divided into financial and non-financial instruments. 

Financial measures 

The instruments are summed up below, subdivided into measures stimulating demand and 
measures stimulating supply. 

Stimulating demand: relieving the tax burden on renewable electricity 

• Reduced rate of Regulatory Energy Tax (REB, Environmental Tax Act, Article 36i(6)). In 
2003 every customer pays 2.9 euro cent/kWh less tax on the first 10 000 kWh renewable 
electricity compared with the conventional electricity tax rate. In 2002 renewable 
electricity was completely exempt from REB tax. The Government has presented a 
proposal to Parliament (Tax Plan 2004) to phase out the existing REB 36i facility for 
renewable electricity in two stages, half on 1 July 2004 and in full on 1 January 2005. 

• Energy Bonus Scheme (EPR). In 2003 households and housing corporations can obtain an 
investment subsidy (40 to 50% of acquisition costs) for the acquisition of renewable 
energy apparatus (heat pumps, solar boilers, solar panels). As part of austerity measures, a 
Government proposal is currently before Parliament (2004 Budget of the Ministry of 
Spatial Planning, Housing and the Environment) to reduce funding under this scheme by 
€40 million from 2004. 

Stimulating supply: direct subsidy for producers 

• Environmental Quality of Electricity Production (MEP). On 1 July 2003 the MEP scheme 
took effect in order to provide investors in renewable energy with certainty covering 
several years. The amendment to the Electricity Act 1998 has made it possible to provide 
Dutch producers of renewable electricity with a fixed subsidy per produced kWh for a 
maximum period of ten years. 

• Energy Subsidies Decree (BSE). This is a scheme for subsidies to stimulate development, 
feasibility studies, knowledge transfer and demonstration projects. 

• Tax incentives for investment in renewable energy projects through the Energy Investment 
Deduction scheme (EIA, Article 3.42 of the Income Tax Act 2001). 

• CO2 reduction plan under which a subsidy may also be granted to renewable energy 
projects which after the application of REB 36i, MEP and EIA still have a margin of 
unprofitability. 

Non-financial measures 
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A study of remaining problems in the legislative area with regard to achieving renewable 
energy  projects has been carried out two initiatives for which the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs is responsible: 

• Under the B4 scheme (Better Administration for Citizens and Industry), the Dutch 
Government has taken the initiative to simplify the complexity of legislation and licensing 
procedures. A B4 working party examines ways of adapting legislation and enhancing 
implementation efficiency to ensure faster and more comprehensive decision-making 
procedures to achieve wind energy projects. The working party's objective is to present 
proposals for improvements at the end of 2003. 

• Under the Biomass Action Plan, stock has been taken of problems in achieving bioenergy 
projects, in consultation with market participants. One part of the Action Plan focuses on 
sticking points in licensing procedures and administrative action. The main cause of 
complexity in this field is the fact that bioenergy projects have to comply with legislation 
on emission, waste and fertilisers. It is expected that the Biomass Action Plan will be 
presented to the Lower House of Parliament at the beginning of November 2003. 

The following measures are intended to facilitate the solution of the problems reported: 

Wind energy 

• Making the application of the Noise Abatement Act more flexible in order to make it 
easier to erect wind turbines at industrial sites in areas covered by noise restrictions. 

• Activities of the Wind Energy Task Force (TFW) whose main task is to overcome 
administrative problems and ensure that stagnating wind energy projects are reactivated. 

• Support for provincial authorities in organising regional cooperation to make sites 
available for wind energy installations. 

• Inter-departmental consultation has been initiated to make it possible to set up wind energy 
projects on State-owned land. 

• Communication activities designed to raise the level of knowledge among municipal 
authorities about procedures relating to wind energy projects (HelpDesk for the BLOW 
agreement, NOVEM Expert Pool). 

Bio-energy 

The components of the Biomass Action Plan will only be published at the beginning of 
November. These will be in the following categories: 

• Inter-departmental coordination of legislation among the ministries involved. 

• Shortening of licensing procedures. 
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• Communication activities and support for initiators and local authorities in order to 
raise the level of knowledge about legislation applicable to bio-energy projects. 

Guarantees of origin and administrative costs 

On 6 October 2003 the Bill for the implementation of Directive 2001/77/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of the European Union was unanimously approved in the 
national Parliament. On 18 November 2003 it was also approved in the Senate. It is expected 
that Directive 2001/77/EC will be implemented by 1 January 2004 at the latest. 

In parallel with the adoption of the Bill, the Ministerial Regulation describing the guarantees of 
origin system has been drawn up. These guarantees of origin replace the current green 
certificates. The administrative costs involved in the implementation of the existing Ministerial 
Regulation on Green Certificates have been examined and the findings have as much as 
possible been taken into account in the new Regulation on Guarantees of Origin to ensure that 
it will entail as little administrative expenditure as possible. 

 


