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INTRODUCTION 

Directive 2003/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 8 May 2003 aims at 

promoting the use of biofuels or other renewable fuels to replace diesel or petrol for transport purposes 

in each Member State, with a view to contributing to meeting climate change commitments under the 

Kyoto Protocol, environmentally friendly security of supply and promoting renewable energy sources. 

To that end the Member States should ensure that a minimum proportion of biofuels and other 

renewable fuels is placed on their markets and set national indicative targets. 

The Directive lays down a reference value of 2%, calculated on the basis of energy content, of all 

petrol and diesel for transport purposes placed on their markets by 31 December 2005. This should be 

increased to 5.75% by 31 December 2010. 

Article 4 of the Directive requires the Member States to report to the European Commission each year 

on the measures taken to promote the use of biofuels to replace fossil fuels for transport purposes; the 

national resources allocated to the production of biomass for energy uses other than transport; the total 

sales of transport fuel and the share of biofuels, pure or blended, placed on the market during the 

preceding year; and any exceptional circumstances that have affected the marketing of biofuels. In 

their first report the Member States are required to indicate the level of their national indicative targets 

for the first phase, and in the report covering the year 2006 they should indicate their national 

indicative targets for the second phase. 

With a view to incorporating the Directive into national law and ensuring the smooth introduction of 

biofuels and other renewable fuels on the domestic market, a round of contacts with all parties 

involved was started early in 2004, on the initiative of the Ministry of Development, and is still 

continuing.  

The first results of this ongoing consultation were presented in the First National Report, which was 

submitted to the Commission in July 2004. 

The second report, which was submitted to the Commission in September 2006, analysed the updated 

data available at the time and the planning framework for the actions needed in the fields of fuels and 

biofuels, and set out the conclusions of studies of biofuels and energy crops carried out by the Centre 

for Renewable Energy Sources and the legislative and regulatory framework in force at the time. 

This third report presents updated data based on statistics for 2005. 
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GENERAL 

Of the potential biofuels listed in Directive 2003/30/EC, the most promising for Greece are biodiesel 

and bioethanol, and there is also some interest in pure vegetable oil. 

In 2005, fuel consumption for transport purposes in Greece totalled 2 055 000 tonnes of diesel and 

3 888 000 tonnes of petrol (unleaded and LRP). 

No biofuels were marketed or consumed in Greece in this period, apart from a small quantity (420 

tonnes) of biodiesel marketed in the last few days of the year. 

Detailed figures for actual and projected diesel and petrol consumption for transport purposes up to 

2010 are set out below. 
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Consumption of diesel 
for transport purposes 

(’000 tonnes) 
 

 

Year 

Actual Calculated Difference  

 1992 1 557 1 550 7  

 1993 1 588 1 591 -3  

 1994 1 601 1 632 -31  

 1995 1 660 1 673 -13  

 1996 1 711 1 714 -3  

 1997 1 732 1 755 -23  

 1998 1 851 1 796 55  

 1999 1 888 1 837 51  

 2000 1 890 1 878 12  

 2001 1 896 1 919 -23  

 2002 1 925 1 960 -35  

 2003 2 044 2 001 43  

 2004 2 036 2 043 -7  

 2005 2 055 2 084 -29  

 2006   2 125    

 2007   2 166    

 2008   2 207  

 2009   2 248  

 2010   2 289 

Correlation coefficient = 
0.9848 
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Consumption of petrol 
for transport purposes 

(’000 tonnes) 
 

 

Year 

Actual Calculated Difference  

 1992 2 532 2 451 81  

 1993 2 594 2 559 35  

 1994 2 645 2 667 -22  

 1995 2 724 2 774 -50  

 1996 2 890 2 882 8  

 1997 2 985 2 990 -5  

 1998 3 106 3 097 9  

 1999 3 165 3 205 -40  

 2000 3 230 3 313 -83  

 2001 3 336 3 421 -85  

 2002 3 532 3 528 4  

 2003 3 677 3 636 41  

 2004 3 814 3 744 70  

 2005 3 888 3 852 36  

 2006   3 959    

 2007   4 067    

 2008   4 175  

 2009   4 282  

 2010   4 390 

Correlation coefficient = 
0.9935 
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BIODIESEL 

Biodiesel is produced by means of the esterification of plant oils (and also animal fats) and methanol. 

Glycerine is produced as a by-product. 

The handling of biodiesel presents no technical difficulties, so there is no problem marketing the fuel 

through the existing market infrastructure for automotive diesel. During the first stage, which started at 

the end of December 2005, biodiesel is blended with automotive diesel at refineries or petroleum 

product marketing companies in a proportion which currently fluctuates around 2% by volume, but 

which can rise to 5% by volume (as specified in the •• 590:2004 standard) — this is expected to 

happen early in 2007 — and is marketed via the existing automotive diesel distribution network 

throughout the domestic market. At a later stage — once any technical and institutional issues have 

been resolved — there are plans to distribute blends of biodiesel and automotive diesel containing 

more than 5% by volume of biodiesel, and also pure biodiesel. 

The first domestic biodiesel production plant, operated by Hellenic Biopetroleum Industrial and 

Commercial S.A. at Kilkis, with an annual production capacity of 45 000 tonnes, started operating in 

December 2005. It was followed by the production plants operated by Vert Oil S.A. in Thessaloniki, 

with an annual production capacity of 25 000 tonnes, which started production in July 2006; Pavlos N. 

Pettas Industrial and Commercial S.A. in Patras, with an annual production capacity of 45 000 tonnes, 

which also started production in July 2006; and Agroinvest S.A. in Fthiotida, with an annual 

production capacity of 200 000 tonnes, which started production in November 2006. Elinoil S.A. at 

Volos, with an annual production capacity of 80 000 tonnes, is expected to start production in 

December 2006. Construction of the first plant was financed by the “Competitiveness” Operational 

Programme, which draws funds from the third Community Support Framework, and construction of 

the third and the last plants was financed via Development Act 3299/2004. 

According to the latest information available, a further eight biodiesel production units in various parts 

of the country are at the design and construction stage: three with a capacity of 5 000 tonnes, three 

with a capacity of 11 000 tonnes, one with a capacity of 22 000 tonnes, and one with a capacity of 

100 000 tonnes, with estimated production start dates not before the second half of 2007. Some of 

these units are expected to be financed by the “Competitiveness” Operational Programme. 

Many more companies have expressed serious interest in the construction of further biodiesel 

production units with a small, medium or large annual production capacity, at various locations, with 

estimated production start dates in 2008. 

The raw materials used by the above biodiesel production units comprise about 70-80% imported oils 

(rapeseed, soya-bean, etc.) and about 10-20% domestically produced oils (cotton-seed, sunflower, 

used cooking oil, etc.). Attempts to intensify domestic sunflower and oilseed rape crops are on the 

increase, with a view to domestically produced raw materials exceeding imports. 
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Should domestic production prove insufficient, biodiesel may also be imported, both from other EU 

Member States and from non-member States. 

Automotive biodiesel distributed in Greece has to comply with the specifications of the ELOT 

EN 14214 standard. 

During the first stage of implementation of the plan, biodiesel is intended only for blending with 

automotive diesel in a proportion not exceeding 5% by volume. In a second stage, distribution of pure 

biodiesel on the retail market will follow, as will the blending of a higher proportion of biodiesel in 

automotive diesel intended for vehicle fleets (e.g. public transport vehicles). The possibility of using 

biodiesel as heating fuel or for industrial use or even to generate electricity or combined heat and 

power, as provided for in the recently adopted Act 3468/2006 on the generation of electricity from 

renewable sources of energy and high-efficiency cogeneration of heat and power (Government 

Gazette, Series I, No 129), is being examined. 

The distribution of biodiesel in Greece started in December 2005 when the first batches were 

distributed to Greek refineries by Hellenic Biopetroleum Industrial and Commercial S.A. for blending 

with automotive diesel. The blend of 2% biodiesel by volume in automotive diesel has been 

distributed to all final consumers since February 2006 and continues to be distributed normally. This 

percentage is expected to be increased to 3.5% by volume at about the end of 2006, and to 5% during 

2007. 

Following a call for applications and a criteria-based assessment and allocation procedure, the annual 

quantities of tax-free biodiesel are shared out among the interested producers and traders/importers. 

N.B. The blend of biodiesel and automotive diesel distributed is exempt from excise duty pro rata the 

proportion of biodiesel contained in the blend. 
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BIOETHANOL 

Bioethanol is produced by the fermentation of plants which are rich in carbohydrates.  

In contrast to biodiesel, the blending of bioethanol with petrol does present technical difficulties in 

Greece, the most significant of which are the separation of water which appears in cold conditions and 

high vapour pressure (RVP), particularly in summer specification petrols. For that reason it is 

preferable to convert bioethanol into ETBE (ethyl tertiary butyl ether) and to use the latter as an 

ingredient for blending with petrols, instead of MTBE (methyl tertiary butyl ether), which is used at 

present. Up to 15% by volume of ETBE (or MTBE) can be blended in petrol, compared to no more 

than 5% by volume of bioethanol, according to the EN 228:2004 standard. 

N.B. Bioethanol can be converted into ETBE at the refineries' existing MTBE production units, 

following appropriate modifications. This technique is used widely in Spain, Italy, France and other 

European countries. 

At present bioethanol is produced or imported only for the preparation of alcoholic beverages, and not 

for use as automotive fuel. 

Hellenic Sugar Industry S.A. recently announced that its Board had decided to convert two of its five 

sugar production plants, in Larisa and Xanthi, into units for the production of bioethanol (and high 

nutritional value feedstuffs and combined heat and power) with an annual production capacity of 

200 000 and 150 000 m3 of bioethanol respectively, using existing sugar beet, maize and cereals crops 

as raw materials. The works are scheduled to be completed and production is scheduled to start around 

the end of 2008. The project is expected to be financed under the Development Act and by an EU 

subsidy for the withdrawal of sugar production in accordance with the new common organisation of 

the market in sugar. 

Interest in constructing a plant to produce bioethanol for use as automotive fuel was subsequently 

expressed by Spiliopoulos S.A. in Patras, which is already involved in the production and distribution 

of ethanol for non-transport uses. 

Suitable raw materials for the production of bioethanol include sugar beet, maize and cereals, which 

are already grown in Greece, but also sweet sorghum, which has a higher yield per hectare than sugar 

beet, but which would require a significant change in crop planting, particularly in the areas around the 

proposed plants, where the cost of transporting the raw material would be lower. 

 

The European Committee for Standardisation (CEN) has not yet issued final specifications for 

automotive bioethanol, but in May 2006 it approved pr•• 15376:2006, and the procedure for the 

adoption of the definitive standard is expected to be completed in the first half of 2007. 
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The introduction of bioethanol on the Greek fuels market is therefore not expected to begin before the 

second half of 2008. 
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POTENTIAL NATIONAL OUTPUT OF RAW MATERIALS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF 

BIOFUELS 

A. Potential national output of raw materials 

Greece is potentially capable of growing substantial quantities of crops which can be made available 

for the production of biofuels. 

Sunflower seed, rape seed and cotton seed are expected to play an important role in the production of 

biodiesel. Cotton is already grown systematically in many parts of Greece, and we expect sunflowers 

and oilseed rape to be grown systematically in several parts of the country in 2007. Used cooking oil 

and animal fats can also be used as alternatives to replace a percentage of the raw materials used to 

produce biodiesel, thus helping at the same time to reduce environmental damage from such waste 

products. 

Sugar beet, sweet sorghum, maize and cereals are expected to play an important role in the production 

of bioethanol. Sugar beet, maize and cereals are already grown systematically in many parts of Greece, 

whereas sweet sorghum is not, even though the results of crop trials show that it has a higher 

bioethanol yield per hectare than sugar beet and it thrives in all parts of the country. 

B. Cost-benefit analysis 

The cost of distributing biofuels on the Greek market lies in the loss of revenue to the State budget 

because of their tax exemption (they are partly or wholly exempt from excise duty). 

The benefits of distributing biofuels on the Greek market are greater: 

- substantial foreign exchange benefit on account of the reduction in oil imports; 

- benefit from reduced CO2 emissions, which also translates into a financial benefit on account of 

Greece's commitments under the Kyoto Protocol; 

- benefit from new jobs and grants for energy crops. 

To these benefits from the use of biofuels must be added the benefits to the Greek rural economy from 

the restructuring of crops, resulting not only in increased rural incomes but also in retention of the 

rural population, the strengthening of regional development and an increase in GDP. There will also 

be substantial benefits to the environment and public health. 
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2007 NATIONAL INDICATIVE TARGET FOR BIOFUELS 

The 2007 national indicative target for biofuels, in accordance with Directive 2003/30/EC, is currently 

estimated to be 1.40%. This percentage is expected to increase next year with a further rise in the 

quantities of biodiesel marketed in Greece, and the expected start-up of bioethanol distribution. 

The detailed calculation of the national indicative target for biofuels for 2007 is as follows: 

 

• Estimated consumption of biodiesel in 2007 = 100 000 tonnes (or 114 million litres: specific 

weight of biodiesel = 0.88 kg/l) 

• Estimated consumption of bioethanol in 2007 = 0 tonnes 

• Estimated consumption of automotive diesel in 2007 = 2 166 000 tonnes 

• Estimated consumption of petrol in 2007 = 4 067 000 tonnes 

 

• Energy content of biodiesel = 9 050 kcal/kg 

• Energy content of bioethanol = 6 429 kcal/kg 

• Energy content of automotive diesel = 10 200 kcal/kg 

• Energy content of petrol = 10 444 kcal/kg 
 

 
 
 (100 000 000 kg x 9 050 kcal/kg)biodiesel + (0 kg x 6 429 kcal/kg)bioethanol 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- =  
 (2 166 000 000 kg x 10 200 kcal/kg)automotive diesel + (4 067 000 000 kg x 10 444 kcal/kg)petrols 
 
 
 
                                (905 000 000 000 kcal)biodiesel 
= -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- =  
    (22 093 200 000 000 kcal ) automotive diesel + (42 475 748 000 000 kcal )petrols 
 
 
 
       (905 000 000 000 kcal )biodiesel 
= -------------------------------------------------------------  = 1.40% 
    (64 568 948 000 000 kcal ) automotive diesel & petrols 
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OUTCOME OF 2005 NATIONAL TARGET FOR BIOFUELS 

The outcome of the 2005 national target for biofuels, calculated on the above basis, was 0.01% based 

on energy content of all petrol and automotive diesel distributed in 2005 for use in transport, compared 

with the initial indicative target of 0.7%, as communicated to the European Commission in January 

2005. 

This divergence is due to the fact that no biofuels were marketed or consumed in Greece in this period, 

apart from a small quantity (420 tonnes) of biodiesel marketed in the last few days of the year. 

This occurred because Act 3423/2005 on the introduction of biofuels and other renewable fuels on the 

Greek market (Government Gazette, Series I, No 304) entered into force only on 13 December 2005, 

and the necessary implementing legislation — Joint Ministerial Decision D6/F.18/oik.24709 of 

22.12.2005 approving the allocation, for 2005, of quantities of pure biodiesel subject to the special tax 

arrangement laid down in Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, in accordance with Article 15a(5) of Act 

3054/2002 and Joint Ministerial Decision F.1643/820 of 23.12.2005 on conditions and formalities 

governing the production, distribution, blending and release for home use of pure biodiesel pursuant to 

Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, as in force at the time (Government Gazette, Series II, No 4/2006) — 

entered into force on 22 and 23 December respectively. 

Thus the distribution on the domestic market of pure biodiesel exempt from excise duties became 

possible only in the last few days of 2005. 
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NATIONAL RESOURCES ALLOCATED TO THE PRODUCTION OF BIOMASS FOR 

ENERGY USES OTHER THAN TRANSPORT 

Renewable energy sources (RES) accounted for 16.4% of total primary energy production in 2005, 

compared with 15.6% in 2004 (see table below for details). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A number of units producing electricity and/or heat from biogas from landfill sites, urban waste 

processing units or other sources are currently under construction or at the advanced design stage and 

are expected to start operating shortly. 

Total Primary Energy Production from RES 

('000 toe) 

Year 
Energy product 

2004 2005 

Solar 108 101 

Wind 96 109 

Total biomass  
of which: 

921 
 

967 

a. Industrial 208 245 
b. Domestic  705 705 
c. Agricultural  8 12 
d. Other  - 5 
Geothermal energy 1 1 

Biogas  
(for the generation of electricity) 

32 28 

Total hydroelectricity 
of which: 

448 483 
 

a. Small Hydro (•10 MW) 26 28 
b. Large Hydro (>10 MW) 376 404 
c.  Pumped storage hydroelectric  46 51 
 
TOTAL 
 

 
1 606 

 
1 689 
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STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 

A. Harmonisation of legislation 

Act 3423/2005 on the introduction of biofuels and other renewable fuels on the Greek market 

(Government Gazette, Series I, No 304), which entered into force on 13 December 2005, aligned 

Greek law with Directive 2003/30/EC. Among other things, this Act: 

(a) supplements and amends Act 3054/2002 on the organisation of the market in petroleum products 

and other provisions (Government Gazette, Series I, No 230), extending it to include biofuels, 

alongside other petroleum products, in the operation and control of the Greek fuel market;  

(b) approves the programme for the allocation of quantities of biofuels until 31 December 2010, which 

lays down the procedures and methodology for the allocation of tax-free quantities of pure biofuels on 

an annual basis; 

(c) obliges refineries to use the tax-free quantities of pure biofuels which are distributed each year and 

are intended for blending with the corresponding conventional fossil fuels; 

(d) establishes the Biofuels Distribution Licence; 

(e) sets the national target of 5.75% by 31 December 2010, calculated on the basis of the energy 

content of all petrol and automotive diesel distributed for use in transport. 

The drafting of the remaining joint ministerial decisions provided for in the Act is nearing completion, 

so it will be applied in full in the near future. 

B. Technical Regulations 

The specifications of the ELOT EN 14214 standard for automotive biodiesel were adopted by 

Decision 334/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council on automotive fuels — biodiesel for diesel 

engines — requirements and test methods (Government Gazette, Series II, No 713/2005, as 

supplemented by Government Gazette, Series II, No 1149/2005). 

The European Committee for Standardisation (CEN) is expected to adopt the corresponding standard 

for bioethanol during the first half of 2007; it approved pr•• 15376:2006 in May 2006. The Supreme 

Chemical Council will then adopt a decision applying the specifications set out in the standard. 

Decision 513/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council on adjustment to technical progress of Decision 

291/2003 of the Supreme Chemical Council aligning Greek legislation on Directive 98/70/EC of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 13.10.1998 as regards the quality of petrol and diesel fuels, 

as amended and currently in force (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1149/2005) incorporated into 

Greek law the ELOT EN 590:2004 standard on automotive diesel and the ELOT EN 228:2004 

standard on petrol. Decision 514/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council on automotive fuels — diesel 

— requirements and test methods (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1490/2006) was adopted 
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recently. These standards allow up to 5% by volume of biodiesel to be blended with automotive diesel 

and up to 5% by volume of bioethanol to be blended with petrol. 

Specifications for other types of biofuel (such as pure vegetable oil) are being studied. 

C. Tax incentives 

In order to promote the use of biofuels it will initially be necessary to give them tax exemption (i.e. 

make them partly or wholly exempt from excise duty) to make them competitive with fossil fuels, as 

their (pre-tax) ex-factory price is higher. Consequently, various scenarios for the total or partial tax 

exemption of biofuels on the basis of the guidelines set out in Directive 2003/96/EC are being 

examined in cooperation with the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance, taking into account the 

end price to the consumer.  

With a view to the favourable tax treatment of biofuels, such a provision has already been 

incorporated in Article 34 of Act 3340/2005 on the protection of the capital market against insider 

trading and market manipulation (Government Gazette, Series I, No 112), which provides for an initial 

exemption from excise duties of specified annual quantities of biodiesel in 2005 (51 000 kilolitres or 

45 000 tonnes), 2006 (91 000 kilolitres) and 2007 (114 000 kilolitres). 

This provision was implemented by Joint Ministerial Decision F.1643/820 of 23.12.2005 on 

conditions and formalities governing the production, distribution, blending and release for home use of 

pure biodiesel pursuant to Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, as in force at the time (Government 

Gazette, Series II, No 4/2006), which was replaced with effect from 1 January 2007 by the recently 

adopted Joint Ministerial Decision F.1731/978 of 1.12.2006 on conditions and formalities governing 

the production, distribution, blending and release for home use of pure biodiesel pursuant to Article 

78(6) of Act 2960/2001, as in force at the time (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1757/2007). 

Article 10 of Act 3483/2006 amending and supplementing the provisions on financial leasing and 

adopting provisions on public revenue and other provisions (Government Gazette, Series I, No 169) 

amended the rates of excise duty on fuels, including diesel, petrol and biodiesel — without affecting 

the provisions on the exemption from tax of quantities of biodiesel in the period 2005-2007 — as 

follows: 
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Rate of excise duty (euros/kilolitre) 01/07/2006-

31/12/2006 

01/01/2007- 

31/12/2007 

01/01/2008- 

31/12/2008 

01/01/2009- 

31/12/2009 

Unleaded petrol up to 96.5 RON 313 331 350 359 

Unleaded petrol exceeding 96.5 RON 327 338 349 359 

Lead replacement petrol (LRP) 342 347 352 359 

Automotive diesel 260 276 293 302 

Biodiesel (not covered by the 

exemption) 
260 276 293 302 

 

D. Allocation of  tax-free pure biodiesel 

With a view to implementing Act 3423/2005, a call for expressions of interest in the distribution of 

51 000 kilolitres of tax-free pure biodiesel in 2005 (document D1/B, D6/F.18/oik.2331 of 6.12.2005) 

was initially issued; on the basis of that document, Joint Ministerial Decision D6/F.18/oik.24709 of 

22.12.2005 approving the allocation, for 2005, of quantities of pure biodiesel subject to the special tax 

arrangement laid down in Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, in accordance with Article 15a(5) of Act 

3054/2002 was adopted; this Decision allocated 2 500 kilolitres of tax-free pure biodiesel to Hellenic 

Biopetroleum Industrial and Commercial S.A. in respect of 2005. 

This was followed by a call for expressions of interest in the distribution of 91 000 kilolitres of tax-

free pure biodiesel in 2006 (document D6/F.18/oik.892 of 17.1.2006). Sixteen companies submitted 

applications, some concerning domestic production, others concerning imports from EU countries. 

Following assessment of the applications, fourteen companies were selected and the quantities were 

allocated to them. Joint Ministerial Decision D1/B/oik.8392 of 20.4.2006 approving the allocation, for 

2006, of 91 000 kilolitres of pure biodiesel subject to the special tax arrangement laid down in 

Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, in accordance with Article 15a(5) of Act 3054/2002, as in force at the 

time (Government Gazette, Series II, No 512), which was adopted in April 2006, allocated the 

quantities to fourteen companies: twelve biodiesel producers and two biodiesel traders/importers. 

The call for expressions of interest in the distribution of 114 000 kilolitres of tax-free pure biodiesel in 

2007 is due to be issued shortly. 

Comparable arrangements for bioethanol and other types of biofuel are currently being studied. 

The legislative and regulatory acts referred to above are annexed hereto, with the exception of those 

annexed to the 2nd National Report.  



 

 

 

ANNEX 

Recent legislative and regulatory acts concerning biofuels in Greece 

 

1. Act 3483/2006 amending and supplementing the provisions on financial leasing and adopting 

provisions on public revenue and other provisions (Government Gazette, Series I, No 169), 

Article 10 

2. Joint Ministerial Decision F.1731/978 of 1.12.2006 on conditions and formalities governing the 

production, distribution, blending and release for home use of pure biodiesel pursuant to Article 

78(6) of Act 2960/2001, as in force at the time (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1757). 

3. Decision 514/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council on automotive fuels — diesel — 

requirements and test methods (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1490/2006). 



 

 

 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 

OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
 PART I No 169 
  7 August 2006 

ACT No 3483 

amending and supplementing the provisions on financial leasing and adopting provisions on 
public revenue and other provisions 

THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 

Hereby adopts the following Act, which has been approved by Parliament: 

[…] 

Article 10 

Adaptation of the rates of excise duty on petroleum products 

1. Article 73(1) of Act 2960/2001 adopting the National Customs Code (Government 
Gazette, Series I, No 265), as currently in force, is hereby replaced by the following: 

"1. The rates of excise duty on the following energy products shall be as follows: 



 

 

 

TYPE CN CODE AMOUNT OF DUTY IN 
EUROS 

TAXABLE 
UNIT 

  2006 2007 2008 2009  
(a) Leaded petrol 2710 11 51 and 

2710 11 59 360 384 409 421 1 000 litres 

(b) Unleaded petrol       
 - With an octane number 

up to 96.5 
2710 11 41 and 
ex 2710 11 45 313 331 350 359 1 000 litres 

 - With an octane number 
exceeding 96.5 

ex 2710 11 45 
and 
2710 11 49 

327 338 349 359 1 000 litres 

(c) Unleaded petrol with 
special additives intended 
for use, offered for sale 
and/or used as fuel 
equivalent to leaded petrol 
falling within CN codes 
2710 11 51 or 2711 11 59 

2710 11 41, 
2710 11 45 and 
2710 11 49 

342 347 352 359 1 000 litres 

(d) Aviation spirit 2710 11 31 437 437 437 437 1 000 litres 
(e) Spirit type jet fuel 2710 11 70 437 437 437 437 1 000 litres 
(f) Diesel used as motor 
fuel 

2710 19 41 
2710 19 45 and 
2710 19 49 

260 276 293 302 1 000 litres 

(g) Diesel used as heating 
fuel 

2710 19 41 
2710 19 45 
2710 19 49 

260 276 293 302 1 000 litres 

(h) Diesel used for 
purposes other than those 
referred to in points (f) 
and (g) above 

2710 19 41 
2710 19 45 and 
2710 19 49 

260 276 293 302 1 000 litres 

(i) Fuel oil 2710 19 61 
2710 19 63 
2710 19 65 
2710 19 69 

19 19 19 19 1 000 kg 

(j) Kerosene used as motor 
fuel 

2710 19 21 and 
2710 19 25 260 302 320 330 1 000 litres 

(k) Kerosene used as 
heating fuel 

2710 19 21 and 
2710 19 25 260 302 320 330 1 000 litres 

(l) Kerosene used for 
purposes other than those 
referred to in points (j) 
and (k) above 

2710 19 21 and 
2710 19 25 260 302 320 330 1 000 litres 

(m) LPG used as motor 
fuel 

2711 12 11  
to  
2711 19 00 

100 125 125 125 1 000 kg 

(n) LPG used as heating 
fuel 

2711 12 11  
to  
2711 19 00 

13 13 13 13 1 000 kg 

(o) LPG and methane used 
for purposes other than 

2711 12 11  
to  13 41 41 41 1 000 kg 



 

 

those referred to in points 
(m) and (n) above 

2711 19 00 and 
27 11 29 00 

(p) Natural gas used as 
motor fuel 2711 11 00 and 

2711 21 00 0 0 0 0 

Gigajoule 
gross 
calorific 
value 

(q) Natural gas used as 
heating fuel 2711 11 00 and 

2711 21 00 0 0 0 0 

Gigajoule 
gross 
calorific 
value 

(r) Natural gas used for 
purposes other than those 
referred to in points (p) 
and (q) above 

2711 11 00 and 
2711 21 00 0 0 0 0 

Gigajoule 
gross 
calorific 
value 

(s) Coal, lignite and coke 
used as heating fuel       

 - For business use 0 0.15 0.15 0.15 
 - For non-business use 

2701, 
2702 and 
2704 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 Gigajoule 

(t) Coal, lignite and coke 
used for purposes other 
than that referred to in 
point (s) above 

2701, 
2702 and 
2704 

0 0.3 0.3 0.3 Gigajoule 

(u) Electricity 2716 0 0 0 0 MWh 
(v) - Benzene 
 - Toluene 
 - Xylene 
 - Other aromatic 
hydrocarbon mixtures of 
which 65% or more by 
volume (including losses) 
distils at 250°C by the 
ASTM D 86 method 
 - Mixtures of the 
above products 

2707 372 372 372 372 1 000 kg 

(w) - Benzene 
 - Toluene 
 - o-Xylene 
 - m-Xylene 
 - p-Xylene 
 - Isomers of xylene in 

combination 
 - Ethyl benzene 
 - Mixtures of the 

above products 

2902 372 372 372 372 1 000 kg 

(x) White spirit 2710 11 21 20 20 20 20 1 000 kg 
(y) Other light oils 2710 11 90 12 12 12 12 1 000 kg 
(z) Biodiesel made from 

fatty acid methyl 
esters, as defined by 
Decision 334/2004 of 
the Supreme 

3924 90 99 260 276 293 302 1 000 litres 



 

 

Chemical Council, 
used as automotive 
fuel, either pure or 
mixed with diesel 
falling under (f) 
above 

 



 

 

2. The rates of excise duty set out in the table in the previous paragraph shall apply in 
respect of 2006 from 1 July 2006 and in respect of 2007, 2008 and 2009 from 1 January of 
each year. 

3. Article 78(3) of Act 2960/2001 is hereby replaced by the following: 

"3. For diesel falling within CN code 2710 19 41 referred to in Article 73(1)(f) of this 
Code used by industrial or light industrial enterprises in stationary motors, in machinery or in 
vehicles intended for use and used off the public highway or not licensed principally for use 
on the public highway or by hotels or public or private hospitals or health-care 
establishments, the amount of the excise duty up to 125 euros per kilolitre shall be refunded." 

[…] 

Article 21 

This Act shall enter into force on the date of its publication in the Government Gazette, except 
where its provisions expressly provide otherwise. 

This Act shall be published in the Government Gazette and implemented as State law. 

Lefkada, 4 August 2006 



 

 

 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 

OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
 SERIES II No 1757 
  4 December 2006 

DECISIONS 

No F. 1731/1978 

on conditions and formalities governing the production, distribution, blending and release for 
home use of pure biodiesel pursuant to Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, as in force at the time. 

THE STATE SECRETARIES 
FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE AND FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Having regard to: 

(a) Act 2960/2001 adopting the National Customs Code (Government Gazette, Series I, 
No 265), as amended by Act 3336/2005 aligning Greek legislation on Council 
Directive 2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003 on the levying of excise duty and other provisions 
(Government Gazette, Series I, No 96), 

(b) Article 1 of Act 2960/2001, pursuant to which the customs authorities are responsible 
for implementing the provisions hereof, 

(c) Article 73(z) of Act 2960/2001, as added by Article 34(1) of Act 3340/2005 on the 
protection of the capital market against insider trading and market manipulation (Government 
Gazette, Series I, No 112), which defines biodiesel and sets the rate of excise duty, and 
Article 78(6), as added by Article 34(2) of Act 3340/2005, which provides for the application 
of a zero rate of excise duty to specified quantities of pure biodiesel, 

(d) Articles 62, 63 and 64 of Act 2960/2001 regarding the establishment of tax 
warehouses and the recognition of the authorised warehousekeeper, 

(e) Act 3423/2005 on the introduction of biofuels and other renewable fuels on the Greek 
market (Government Gazette, Series I, No 304), which amended certain provisions of Act 
3054/2002, 

(f) the last subparagraph of Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, which authorised the State 
Secretaries for Economic Affairs and Finance and for Development to adopt the provisions 
necessary for the implementation of that paragraph and to specify the method of monitoring 
and checking the lawful production, blending, distribution and release for home use of the 
quantities of pure biodiesel subject to a zero rate of excise duty, 

(g) Joint Decision 137930/DIOE 1264 of the Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Economic Affairs and Finance determining the responsibilities of the State Secretaries for 
Economic Affairs and Finance (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1432, 14.10.2005), 

(h) Joint Decision No D15/A/F19/4040 of the Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Development of 24.2.2006 determining the responsibilities of the State Secretaries for 



 

 

Development Anastasios Neratzis and Ioannis Papathanassiou (Government Gazette, 
Series II, No 249, 27.2.2006), 

(i) Decision 334/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council on automotive fuels — biodiesel 
for diesel engines — requirements and test methods (Government Gazette, Series II, No 713, 
26.5.2005, as supplemented by Government Gazette, Series II, No 1149, 17.8.2005) and 
Decision 514/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council on automotive fuels — diesel — 
requirements and test methods (Government Gazette, Series II, No 1490, 9.10.2006), 

(j) the need to determine the terms and conditions for the monitoring and checking of the 
lawful production, blending, distribution and release for home use of the quantities of pure 
biodiesel falling with CN code 3824 90 99 subject to the zero rate of excise duty to ensure 
that it is used as automotive fuel, 

(k) the fact that this Decision entails no expenditure to the State budget, as it merely lays 
down procedures for the implementation of the provisions of Act 1960/2001 adopting the 
National Customs Code, 

HAVE DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

The following conditions and procedure shall apply for monitoring and checking the lawful 
production, possession, blending, distribution and release for home use of pure biodiesel 
falling within CN code 3824 90 99, referred to in Decision 334/2004 of the Supreme 
Chemical Council, and subject to the rate of excise duty laid down in Article 78(6) of Act 
2960/2001, as currently in force, to ensure that it is used exclusively as automotive diesel in 
accordance with Article 73(2b) of Act 2960/2001, as currently in force. 

Article 1 
Product, authorised persons and competent authority 

1. The product known as "diesel" falling within CN code 3824 90 99 and defined in 
Decision 334/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council is one of the products referred to in 
Article 72 of Act 2960/2001, as amended by Act 3336/2005, and is therefore governed by the 
arrangements laid down by that Act for the production, processing, possession, circulation 
and inspection of energy products. Article 73(1)(z) of Act 2960/2001, as currently in force, 
imposes excise duty and determines the rate thereof, while Article 78(6) of that Act, as added 
by Article 34(2) of Act 3340/2005, determines the quantities of pure biodiesel subject to zero 
rate of excise duty in 2005, 2006 and 2007. 

Before its delivery for consumption, pure biodiesel subject to the rate of excise duty specified 
in Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, as currently in force, may be blended with automotive 
diesel and may be used only as automotive fuel, in accordance with the provisions in force. 

2. The persons authorised to produce and distribute pure biodiesel subject to the said rate 
of excise duty and the quantities allocated to them shall be determined on an annual basis by 
joint decision of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance, the Ministry of Development 
and the Ministry of Rural Development and Food, in accordance with the provisions in force. 
The said persons must comply with the terms and conditions laid down in Articles 62, 63 and 
64 of Act 2960/2001, as currently in force, regarding the establishment of tax warehouses and 
the licensing of the authorised warehousekeeper. 

3. The authority responsible for monitoring the distribution of pure biodiesel under the 
suspension system and for releasing it for home use shall be the customs authority in whose 
geographical area the tax warehouse of the authorised person is established. 



 

 

Article 2 
Production and supply of pure biodiesel 

Holders of a biofuels distribution licence pursuant to Article 5a of Act 3054/2002, as 
amended and currently in force, shall operate as tax warehouses in accordance with the 
provisions of Articles 62, 63, 64 et seq. of Act 2960/2001, as currently in force, subject to the 
terms and conditions laid down in Decisions F.639/447 of 14.8.2002 and F.883/530 of 
16.9.1999 of the Minister for Finance. 

(a) The tax warehouses shall be debited by the registration of: 

(i) the internal distribution reports (production reports) issued on completion of the 
production of a specific quantity of pure biodiesel, which shall be lodged for registration with 
the Integrated Customs Information System (ICIS) on a daily basis, each time production 
takes place, and without fail before the products leave the tax warehouse; 

(ii) the administrative accompanying document (AAD) for the finished pure product. 

(b) The tax warehouses shall be credited: 

(i) by the issue of the export AAD (consignments sent to tax warehouses or to persons 
entitled to receive the product under the suspension system); 

(ii) by the lodging of the export declaration or excise duty declaration in accordance with 
the specific provisions of Act 2960/2001, as currently in force. 

If these documents are lodged with a customs office which operates the Integrated Customs 
Information System (ICIS), that system shall be used to lodge the documents; if they are 
lodged with a customs office which is not computerised, the handwritten books kept in 
accordance with the abovementioned Decisions of the Minister for Finance shall be lodged. 

Article 3 
Obligations of authorised persons 

1. Authorised persons within the meaning of Article 1(2) must keep all the books and 
data provided for in the relevant tax provisions and those provided for in the provisions of Act 
2960/2001 regarding the receipt, possession, processing, movement and control of products 
subject to excise duty and of the decisions adopted for the implementation of that Act, on the 
basis of which the competent authorities will monitor and control the raw materials received 
and used, the processing carried out and the products produced. 

2. Authorised persons must present a copy of the joint ministerial decision referred to in 
Article 1(2) to the customs authority which controls and supervises their tax warehouse and 
must accept and facilitate any checks carried out and follow the instructions of the competent 
customs authority. 

Article 4 
Tax warehouses where pure biodiesel is blended and distribution 

1. Pure biodiesel shall be blended with automotive diesel at tax warehouses on the 
premises of holders of a refinery licence or of a Category A trade licence, in accordance with 
the provisions in force. 

2. Before blending biodiesel and automotive diesel, a warehousekeeper who holds a 
refinery licence or a Category A trade licence and who receives pure biodiesel shall apply to 



 

 

the customs office which monitors and controls the tax warehouse for permission to process 
the product; the product code of the biodiesel and the product code of the blended fuel shall 
be indicated on the application. 

3. The blended fuel shall be checked in relation to the processing application approved 
by the customs office and the associated chemical analysis report and shall be registered and 
subsequently monitored in the tax warehouse as a new product. 

4. For blends of biodiesel and automotive diesel which circulate between tax warehouses 
under cover of the accompanying administrative or commercial document (AAD or SAAD), 
the percentage of pure biodiesel contained in the blended fuel, as shown in the associated 
chemical analysis report, must be entered in box 18 or 8 of the document, as appropriate. 

5. A special reference must also be made on the documents accompanying the products 
when they are released for home use or exported. 

6. Copies of the associated chemical analysis report shall be annexed to all of the above 
documents. 

Article 5 
Release for home use of blends of biodiesel and automotive diesel 

1. Pure biodiesel or a blend of biodiesel and automotive diesel shall be released for home 
use in accordance with the provisions of Articles 56, 57 and 109 of Act 2960/2001 by lodging 
an excise duty declaration when the products in question leave the suspension system and 
following the procedures laid down by the provisions in force. 

2. The percentage of pure biodiesel contained in the automotive diesel shall be indicated 
on the excise duty declaration in accordance with Article 4(4), and the declaration shall be 
used to assess and collect taxes corresponding to the quantity of automotive diesel released 
for home use; the quantity of biodiesel contained in the blend, according to the percentage 
shown on the chemical analysis report, which must be presented, shall be exempt from tax. 

Article 6 
Checks 

1. In the case of persons authorised in accordance with Article 1(2) to produce and 
distribute pure biodiesel subject to the rate of excise duty specified in Article 78(6) of Act 
2960/2001, as currently in force, the customs authorities responsible for monitoring and 
checking shall draw up a report. 

The exact quantity of pure biodiesel subject to the above rate of excise duty originally debited 
from the tax warehouse in accordance with Article 2 and the quantity credited to the 
warehouse of each authorised person to whom the product is consigned shall be ascertained 
and recorded in the report. The results of the above checks, which shall be carried out at least 
every six months, shall be transmitted to the local customs authorities. 

2. At the end of each quarter the customs authority responsible for supervising and 
checking tax warehouses handling pure biodiesel subject to a zero rate of excise duty shall 
carry out the necessary checks on the basis of the excise duty declarations which have been 
lodged and finalised in order to verify and record the exact quantity of the product which was 
released for home use, either pure or blended with automotive diesel, compared to the 
quantity actually debited from the tax warehouse and in correlation with the books kept by the 



 

 

undertaking in accordance with Article 3 and with the data which the customs authority itself 
possesses and other customs documents and accompanying documents. 

These checks shall be carried out by the supervising customs authority referred to above in 
cooperation with an official from the local office of the General State Laboratory insofar as 
specialist technical knowledge is required and the customs authority considers his assistance 
necessary for the efficient conduct of the checks. 

The competent customs official who carries out the abovementioned checks shall draw up a 
report, a copy of which shall be sent to the competent regional customs offices. 

3. By the end of January each year the abovementioned competent regional customs 
offices shall, on the basis of the data received, draw up lists of tax warehouses which release 
pure biodiesel subject to a zero rate of excise duty for home use and tax warehouses of 
persons authorised to possess and distribute pure biodiesel subject to a zero rate of excise 
duty. 

These centralised data shall be sent, together with the individual reports and statements from 
the competent customs offices, to Attiki Regional Customs Office. 

4. By the end of February each year Attiki Regional Customs Office shall carry out a 
final annual recapitulative check on the basis of the abovementioned data submitted to it in 
connection with the checks referred to in paragraph 1 and any other data it considers 
necessary in order to record the exact quantities of the product distributed within Greece, 
broken down by authorised person, in accordance with the joint ministerial decision referred 
to in Article 1(2) hereof, as in force at the time. 

The results of the checks shall be communicated to the Excise Duty Directorate of the 
Customs and Excise Directorate-General and to the competent Directorate of the Ministry of 
Development. 

5. By the end of March each year, the Attiki Regional Customs Office shall carry out a 
final annual recapitulative check on each authorised warehousekeeper in respect of all of his 
warehouses on the basis of the abovementioned data submitted to it in connection with the 
checks referred to in paragraph 2 and any other data it considers necessary in order to 
ascertain the exact quantity of pure biodiesel subject to a zero rate of excise duty pursuant to 
Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, as in force at the time, released for home use on Greek 
territory. 

The results of the checks shall be communicated to the Excise Duty Directorate of the 
Customs and Excise Directorate-General, to the competent Directorate of the Ministry of 
Development, and to the Customs Inspectorate. 

6. If the checks referred to in paragraph 5 show that the abovementioned pure biodiesel 
was not used in accordance with the provisions of this Decision or that larger quantities than 
those provided for in Article 78(6) of Act 2960/2001, in conjunction with the joint ministerial 
decision referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, as in force at the time, have been released 
for home use, the local customs office responsible for the undertaking's head office shall be 
informed forthwith and it shall assess, verify and collect the taxes owed, in accordance with 
Article 73(1)(z) of Act 2960/2001, as in force at the time, and the Public Revenue Collection 
Code. 



 

 

7. Irrespective of the imposition of taxes, Article 118 on irregularities and infringements 
and the provisions on smuggling of Act 2960/2001 and related tax legislation, as appropriate, 
shall apply. 

The abovementioned competent customs authorities may also carry out extraordinary 
inspections in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2. 

Article 7 
Transitional provision 

1. Persons liable pursuant to Article 5(2) of Joint Ministerial Decision D1/B/oik. 8392 of 
20.4.2006 for the release of biodiesel for home use within Greece may between 6.12.2006 and 
31.12.2006 release for home use pure biodiesel which, pursuant to the said Decision, has been 
blended with automotive diesel falling with TARIC codes 2710 19 41 00, 2710 19 45 00 and 
2710 19 49 00 with national additional tax code 1250 and product codes 3000 00 86 00, 
3000 00 88 00 and 3000 00 90 00 respectively, subject to the regular rate of excise duty. 

2. At the request of the person concerned, the customs authorities which carry out the 
checks provided for in Article 6(2) of Joint Ministerial Decision F.1643/820 of 23.12.2005 
shall send Attiki Regional Customs Office a recapitulative list by tax warehouse of the 
quantities of pure biodiesel released for home use pursuant to paragraph 1 between 1.12.2006 
and 31.12.2006, based on the excise duty declarations lodged and the corresponding chemical 
analysis reports. 

3. Attiki Regional Customs Office shall include the above quantities of taxed pure 
biodiesel to the quantities of untaxed pure biodiesel which, according to the results of the 
annual recapitulative check referred to in Article 6(5) of Joint Ministerial Decision 
F.1643/820 of 23.12.2005, have been released for home use, per authorised warehousekeeper 
and for all of his tax warehouses. 

Article 8 
Final provisions 

This Decision shall enter into force on 1.1.2007, except for Article 7, which shall enter into 
force on 6 December 2006 and expire on 31 December 2006. 

Any provision which is contrary to the provisions hereof shall cease to apply on the date of 
entry into force of this Decision. 

For the purposes of the annual recapitulative check for 2006 and until such time as these 
checks are complete, the relevant provisions of Article 6 of Joint Ministerial Decision 
F.1643/820 of 23.12.2005 shall continue to apply. 

This Decision shall be published in the Government Gazette. 

Athens, 1 December 2006 

THE STATE SECRETARIES FOR 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE DEVELOPMENT 

A. BEZAS A. NERATZIS 

 



 

 

 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 

OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
 SERIES II No 1490 
  9 October 2006 

DECISIONS 

No 514/2004 

Automotive fuels — diesel — requirements and test methods 

THE MINISTERS FOR 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE; 
DEVELOPMENT; AND THE ENVIRONMENT, 
REGIONAL PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS 

Having regard to: 

1) Documents No 785 of 22.9.2004 and No 76 of 21.1.2005 of the Petrochemicals 
Directorate of the General State Laboratory; 

2) Article 6(8)(d) of Act 4328/1929 on the establishment of the General State Laboratory 
(Government Gazette, Series I, 1929, No 272), as replaced by Article 11(6) of Act 2343/1995 
(Government Gazette, Series I, No 211, 11.10.1995); 

3) Article 4 of the Decree of 31 October 1929 on the rules of procedure and tasks of the 
Supreme Chemical Council (Government Gazette, Series I, 1929, No 391); 

4) Article 1 of Act 115/1975 amending provisions of Act 4328/1929 (Government 
Gazette, Series I, 1975, No 172); 

5) Presidential Decree 39/2001 laying down a procedure for the provision of information 
in the field of technical standards and regulations and of rules on information society services 
in accordance with Directives 98/34/EC and 98/48/EC; 

6) Decision No 1078204/927/0006 • of 6.8.1992 of the Minister attached to the 
President’s Office and the Minister of Finance (Government Gazette, Series II, 1992, 
No 517); 

7) Joint Decision 37930/DIOE 1264 of 14.10.2005 of the Prime Minister and the 
Minister for Economic Affairs and Finance determining the responsibilities of the State 
Secretaries for Economic Affairs and Finance; 

8) Article 90 of the Legislative Code on Government and Governmental Agencies, which 
was enacted by Article 1 of Presidential Decree 62/2005 (Government Gazette, Series I, 2005, 
No 98),  
  
HAVE DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 



 

 

Decision No 514/2004 of the Supreme Chemical Council, adopted at the meeting on 
7.10.2004, as amended by Decision No 28/2005 of the Supreme Chemical Council, adopted at 
the meeting on 3.2.2005, as set out below, is hereby approved. 

GENERAL STATE LABORATORY 
SUPREME CHEMICAL COUNCIL 

The following requirements and test methods for automotive fuels and automotive diesel are 
hereby approved: 

"Automotive fuels — diesel — requirements and test methods 

Article 1 
Purpose and scope 

The purpose of this Decision is to establish the specifications, other requirements and test 
methods for automotive diesel placed on the Greek market and intended for use in vehicles 
with diesel engines. All the requirements of this Decision are in accordance with the 
corresponding requirements of the ELOT EN 590:2004 standard, which is mandatory. 

Article 2 
Relevant standards 

The standards referred to in point 2: Normative References of the ELOT EN 590:2004 
standard shall form an integral part hereof. Where the year of adoption of the standard is not 
indicated, the latest version shall apply. 

Article 3 
Sampling 

Sampling of diesel shall be carried out in accordance with the ELOT EN 3170 or ELOT EN 
3171 or ELOT EN 14275 standards or in accordance with Decision 13/85 of the Supreme 
Chemical Council (Government Gazette, Series II, 1985, No 314). The samples shall be 
examined in accordance with the procedure for perishable goods, as provided for in Joint 
Ministerial Decision 548/1998 (Government Gazette, Series II, No 127, 18.2.1999). 

Article 4 
Marking of pumps 

The fuel type information displayed on pumps used to distribute diesel and the dimensions of 
such markings shall be in accordance with the market provisions in force. 

Article 5 
Requirements and test methods 

5.1 Colourants and tracers 

Diesel shall be distributed with its natural colour, without addition of colourants or tracers. 

5.2 Additives 

Additives may be used to improve the quality characteristics of diesel. Appropriate additives 
without any damaging effects on human health or the environment may be added to 
automotive diesel in appropriate quantities in order to avoid engine power loss, increase 



 

 

engine life, and control exhaust emissions They shall be added on the responsibility of the oil 
trading companies, as regards their effectiveness for their intended purpose. 

For information purposes, and to allow testing for the presence of the additive in automotive 
fuel, companies shall provide the Petrochemicals Directorate of the General State Laboratory 
with detailed information on the additive, such as its physicochemical characteristics, its 
chemical composition, the proportion added to fuel, the test method, the improvements it 
makes, the results of laboratory and mechanical tests, mechanical test certificate, safety data, 
and a declaration by the company as to whether the additive is used in EU countries or EFTA 
countries which are contracting parties to the EEA Agreement or Turkey. 

Additives which are used in another EU or EEA Member State or in Turkey shall be accepted 
only if they comply with the provisions of this Decision or with any other regulation or 
specification in force in another EU or EEA Member State or in Turkey and which effectively 
provide the intended improvement in the quality characteristics of diesel and which guarantee 
an equivalent level of quality and safety as regards human health and the environment under 
the same climatological conditions. 

The data regarding the additive shall be treated as confidential. 

Oil trading companies which place automotive diesel containing additives on the market shall 
be fined from 3 000 to 30 000 euros if they fail to provide the Petrochemicals Directorate of 
the General State Laboratory with detailed information on such additives before the products 
are placed on the market. The said fine shall be imposed by decision of the Minister for 
Economic Affairs and Finance, acting on a proposal from the Petrochemicals Directorate of 
the General State Laboratory, only if the company concerned fails to provide satisfactory 
explanations when invited to do so. 

5.3 General requirements and test methods 

The specifications and test methods set out in Table 1 shall apply to automotive diesel 
distributed in Greek territory. 

Table 1 : Requirements and test methods 

Limits (1) 
Parameter Unit 

Minimum Maximu
m 

Method (2) 

Cetane number (3)  51.0 - EN ISO 5165 

Cetane index  46.0 - EN ISO 4264 

Distillation    EN ISO 3405 

• Concentration at 250°C % (v/v) - 65 

• Concentration at 350°C % (v/v) 85 - 

• Concentration 95% (v/v) at 
(4) °C - 360 

 

EN ISO 3675 (5) 
Density at 15°C kg/m3 820 845 

EN ISO 12185 

Polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (6) % m/m - 11 •• 12916 (7) 



 

 

Fatty acid methyl ester 
(FAME) content (8) % (v/v) - 5 •• 14078 

 
(1) The values quoted in the specification are “true values”. In the establishment of their 
limit values, the terms of ISO 4259 "Petroleum products — Determination and application of 
precision data in relation to methods of test" have been applied and in fixing a minimum 
value, a minimum difference of 2R above zero has been taken into account (R = 
reproducibility). The results of individual measurements shall be interpreted on the basis of 
the criteria described in ISO 4259. 

(2) Test methods shall be those specified in EN 590:2004 The analytical method specified 
in replacement EN 590:2004 standard may be adopted if it can be shown to give at least the 
same accuracy and at least the same level of precision as the analytical method it replaces. 

(3) In case of doubt as to the determination of the cetane number, reliable alternative 
methods with a valid declaration of reliability in accordance with EN ISO 4259 and of proven 
reliability at least equal to that of the EN ISO 5165 reference method may be used. The result 
taken from an alternative method shall demonstrably relate to the result of the reference 
method. 

(4) 10%, 50% and 90% v/v concentrations are also required for the calculation of the 
cetane index. 

(5) In case of dispute, the EN ISO 3675 method shall be used. 

(6) For the purposes of this Decision, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons shall mean all 
aromatic hydrocarbons except monoaromatic hydrocarbons, when both are determined using 
the EN 12916 method. 

(7) The EN 12916 method cannot distinguish polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and fatty 
acid methyl esters. 

350 (until 
31.12.2004) or 50 

EN ISO 20846 
EN ISO 20847 (10) 

EN ISO 20884 

 Sulphur content (9) mg/kg - 

10 

EN ISO 20846 
EN ISO 20884 

 

Flash point °C 55 - EN ISO 2719 

Carbon residue (on 
10% distillation 

residue) 
% m/m - 0.30 (11) EN ISO 10370 

Ash % m/m - 0.01 EN ISO 6245 

Water mg/kg - 200 EN ISO 12937 

Suspended 
particulate matter mg/kg - 24 •• 12662 

Corrosion of copper Graduation Class 1 EN ISO 2160 



 

 

sheet (3 hours at 
50°C) 

Resistance to 
oxidation g/m3 - 25 EN ISO 12205 

Oiliness, corrected 
wear scar diameter 
(WSD 1.4) at 60°C 

•m - 460 EN ISO 12156•1 

Viscosity at 40ºC mm2/s 2.00 4.50 EN ISO 3104 
 

N.B. The highlighted parameters are referred to in Directive 98/70/EC and amending 
Directive 2003/17/EC. 

5.4 Requirements depending on climatic conditions 

(8) Fatty acid methyl esters must meet the requirements of the ELOT EN 14214 standard. 

(9) Pursuant to Article 4(1) of Decision 291/2003 of the Supreme Chemical Council, 
diesel with a maximum sulphur content of 10 mg/kg must be distributed on the market and 
must be available throughout Greece on a sufficiently balanced geographical basis from 
1 January 2005 at the latest. Moreover, subject to the review provided for in Article 9(1) of 
Directive 98/70/EC, as amended by Directive 2003/17/EC, all diesel fuels distributed on the 
market in Greece must have a maximum sulphur content of 10 mg/kg by 1 January 2009. 

(10) In case of doubt, the EN ISO 20847 method is not an appropriate reference method. 

(11) The carbon residue limit (0.3 m/m maximum) applies to diesel to which no fuel 
improvers have been added. In cases where the percentage of carbon residue is found to 
exceed this limit, the EN ISO 13759 method must be used to check for the presence of nitrate 
derivatives. Where the presence of a fuel additive is detected, this limit shall be disregarded. 
However, the use of additives does not release refineries from the requirement of 0.30% m/m 
maximum carbon residue before the addition of improvers. 

The cold filter plugging point (CFPP) of diesel distributed in Greek territory shall be Grade A 
from 1 April to 30 September (summer period) and Grade C from 1 October to 31 March 
(winter period), as specified in Table 2. For the first fortnight of each period the specification 
for the previous period shall be tolerated. This shall not apply to refineries, which from 
1 October must distribute diesel with winter-period flow characteristics. 

Table 2 : Requirements depending on climatic conditions 

Limits 
Parameter Unit 

Class A Class C 
Method 

Cold filter plugging point (CFPP) °C +5 •5 EN 116 
 

5.5 Reliability of results 

All the methods referred to in Tables 1 and 2 comprise precision data. In case of doubt, the 
results of the examinations shall be evaluated and interpreted in accordance with the EN 
ISO 4259 method. 



 

 

Article 6 
Free Circulation and Mutual Recognition Clauses 

From the entry into force of this Decision, the placing on the Greek market of fuels which 
meet the requirements hereof shall not be prohibited, restricted or hindered, subject to the 
other provisions of the legislation in force on trade in fuel. 

Automotive diesel which has been legally manufactured and/or placed on the market in other 
Member States of the EU or in EFTA countries which are contracting parties to the EEA 
Agreement or in Turkey may be placed on the market in Greece, provided it has been 
manufactured in accordance with valid technical standards, specifications or manufacturing 
and testing procedures which duly and satisfactorily correspond to the operational 
requirements of internal combustion engines designed to run on this type of fuel and which 
demonstrably guarantee an equivalent level of quality and safety with regard to human health 
and the environment under the same climatological conditions. 

Article 7 
Repealed provisions 

The following shall cease to apply on the date of entry into force of this Decision: 

(A) Decision 355/2000 of the Supreme Chemical Council on automotive fuel, specifications 
and test methods; 

(B) any other provision which is contrary to the provisions hereof. 

THE CHAIRMAN THE SECRETARY 
N. HATZICHRISTIDIS E. PALLARI 

 

THE MEMBERS:  D. MANDELIS, N. KATSIMBAS, S. MASTRONIKOLI, 
A. PAPATHANASIOU, K. AVGOUSTAKIS, G. SIAMANDAS, V. TSOUKALAS, 
I. GAGLIAS. 

This Decision shall apply from the date of its publication in the Government Gazette. 

This decision shall be published in the Government Gazette. 

Athens, 22 September 2006 

THE STATE SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS AND FINANCE THE MINISTER FOR DEVELOPMENT 

A. BEZAS D. SIOUFAS 
THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, REGIONAL PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS 

G. SOUFLIAS 


