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1. OVERVIEW 

The first meeting of the Security of Supply Working Party of the Berlin Forum took 
place on 16 March in Commission premises from 2.00 pm till 5.30 pm. There are 33 
registered stakeholders-members of the Working Party; 26 attended the meeting 
(representing 8 industry associations, 12 national administrations and 6 energy 
companies - see Annex for details). Below is a summary of the key points from the 
proceedings and conclusions of the meeting. 

 

2. INFORMATION ON THE ENERGY PACKAGE 

The COMMISSION (Jan Panek) presented the recent Energy Package which was 
tabled by the Commission on 10 January 2007 and endorsed by the Council earlier 
in March. The three basic objectives (security of supply, sustainability, 
competitiveness) are unchanged since the green paper of March 2006; the new 
elements are the link between energy and climate change and the growing support 
for solutions to energy issues at EU level. 

Although the package does not contain a specific document on security of supply, 
there are a number of references to the issue, including in the main document of the 
package (the "Strategic Energy Review"), which address i.a. the need to make 
solidarity a daily reality, reinstating the importance of the reconsideration of 
strategic oil stocks, investigating the necessity of strategic gas stocks and the 
international dimension of energy policy. 

Following the political endorsement from the European Council, it is now up to the 
Commission to table the legislative proposals and other documents foreseen in the 
Action Plan of the European Council conclusions. 

Some participants noted the absence of the role of indigenous production for 
security of supply; the Commission acknowledged this remark and suggested to 
devote a part of a subsequent meeting to this issue. RWE and OGP representatives 
offered to give presentations on the role of indigenous production of coal and 
hydrocarbons, respectively. 
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3. COMMISSION WORKPLAN FOR A CONSULTATION DOCUMENT ON THE SECURITY 
OIL STOCKS LEGISLATION 

The COMMISSION (Zsolt Tasnadi) gave an overview on the background and the 
planned timetable of the work plan for a consultation document on the security oil 
stock legislation. 

Among other things, the Commission's Energy Package of 10 January 2007 calls for 
improving the way the present system of strategic stocks works. Reference was also 
made to the European Council conclusions, a recent report of the European 
Parliament and a Eurobarometer survey which all see scope and need for improving 
the current system. 

The main document of the Energy Package explicitly mentions four specific areas to 
be improved: 

• the manner in which the EU manages its contribution to this mechanism could be 
improved (at present the EU has no formal instrument dealing with oil supply 
emergencies), 

• there should be better coordination if the IEA calls for stocks to be released (with 
special regard to the 10 Member States which are currently not members of the 
IEA), 

• reporting requirements on Member States should be reinforced (in order to 
improve visibility, credibility and transparency), 

• there should be more analysis of the sufficiency of the stocks (with special 
attention to their availability in a crisis). 

The Commission will make an analysis of these issues in 2007. An impact 
assessment has been recently started. In addition to identifying the problems, the 
impact assessment will set out objectives and possible policy options. During the 
analysis, the Fossil Fuels Forum, the Oil Supply Group and various Commission 
services will be consulted. 

After completing the impact assessment, presumably in July, a consultation 
document is to be prepared for the Commission by November; its draft should be 
prepared before the plenary of the Fossil Fuels Forum, allowing to discuss its 
content there. A wider public consultation is intended after the adoption of the 
consultation document. Depending on the outcome of the document and the 
consultation, the Commission foresees the drafting of a legislative proposal during 
2008. 

BP expressed its doubts about the usefulness of increasing the level of existing 
security stocks and found it contradictory to the Commission's striving for an 
internal market. EUROPIA suggested that new policies' effect on import dependency 
should be a part of the impact assessment as should be the potential impact from 
increasing the frequency of stocks reporting without guarantees of full accuracy of 
the data. FRANCE reminded that the weekly publication of stocks in the USA is 
widely understood not to be accurate and communicated data are frequently revised 
afterwards; GERMANY and BP noted that weekly reporting add volatility to the 
market. 
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HELLENIC PETROLEUM emphasized that current stock levels at 90-days of 
consumptions may effectively last for up to 3-4 years even in case of a significant 
disruption (e.g. one constraining 7% of global supply capacity); such calculations 
should be included in the impact assessment. UPEI remarked that in some countries 
the 90-day stocks include oil required for day-to-day operations. 

 

4. PRESENTATION OF SOME PRELIMINARY IDEAS ON WHAT COULD CHANGE IN THE 
LEGISLATION 

After presenting the summary results of a questionnaire survey on the composition 
and availability of emergency stocks, the COMMISSION (Klaus-Dietmar Jacoby) 
highlighted some important issues which should be addressed in the impact 
assessment. Topics included the difference of EU and IEA stockholding obligation, 
the level of stocks, product categories, commingling of commercial and security 
stocks, ticketing and the role of the Commission. Some preliminary ideas were also 
presented, along with questions posed to stakeholders. 

BP noted that a different response is needed depending on the nature of the crisis 
(European or global, duration). According to UPEI, the availability of stocks gives 
protection for the industry against the nervousness of governments. Both UPEI and 
BP worried about the possible balkanization of fuel specifications as a result of 
different national approaches to biofuels. BP and IRELAND had no concern 
regarding the availability of stocks held by way of ticketing. IRELAND called for a 
long transition period should limitations on ticketing be implemented. HELLENIC 
PETROLEUM expressed its view that stocks related to minimum operating 
requirements can also be delivered to the market. GERMANY said that tickets are 
needed for flexibility (e.g. for quality change) but a geographical limitation might 
be necessary. DENMARK proposed the involvement of IEA in the work of the Group 
and raised that different obligations could apply for different product categories. 

 

5. UPDATE ON SECURITY OF GAS SUPPLY 

The COMMISSION (Olivier Silla) gave a short update on the activity of the Gas 
Coordination Group (GCG) and on the issue of gas stocks. GCG was established at 
the end of 2006, it already had two meetings this year. The group's work program 
for 2007 includes the improvement of monitoring of security of gas supply, sharing 
experience on security of supply mechanisms and developing risk analysis. 

An impact assessment on the relevance of gas stocks has been recently started; two 
options are analysed: creation of strategic stocks (similarly to those of oil and oil 
products) and imposing minimum stockholding requirement on market operators. 

OGP stressed that other options to increase security of gas supply should be also 
considered. UPEI called for more transparency regarding interruptible gas 
contracts. 

 

6. FOLLOW-UP 

Similarly to last year, the Group will meet in 6-8 week intervals until the plenary 
session of the Forum in autumn. The second meeting is envisaged for late April 
while a third one for early June. Proposed dates will be circulated to participants. 
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During the next meetings, the Group will go through the chapters of the impact 
assessment on the possible revision of oil stock legislation.  

In addition, a part of the next meeting will be devoted to indigenous production, 
while in the third meeting gas issues will be discussed in more detail. The 
Commission also expressed its openness to include other topics in the subsequent 
meetings of the Group, if there is consensus among the members. 

The Commission invited participants to send their written comments to the ideas 
and questions regarding the revision of oil stock legislation (see the attached 
presentation and included questions). 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Panek 
(Signed) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

ANNEX: PARTICIPANTS LIST 

 
 
 

NAME REPRESENTATION TYPE OF 
REPRESENTATION 

OPPERMANN, Utz Deutscher Kohlenbergbau Industry Association 
DEVOS, Jean-Marie EUROGAS Industry Association 
LEMPIRE, Michel EUROGIF Industry Association 
MULLER, Isabelle EUROPIA Industry Association 
ABENDROTH, Henning FETSA Industry Association 
VOCILKA, Vaclav GIE Europe Industry Association 
RAABE, Beate OGP Europe Industry Association 
WEISSER, Hellmuth UPEI Industry Association 
HATON, Emmanuel BP Europe Oil Company 
RUSSELL, Susan Chevron Oil Company 
BOCH-ANDERSEN, Lisa ExxonMobil Oil Company 
KALKAVOURA, Anastasia  Hellenic Petroleum Oil Company 
SCHIFFER, Hans-Wilhelm RWE Power AG Utility and power company 
RICARD, Olivier Total Oil Company 
STRANDKJAER, Uffe Ministry of Transport and Energy Denmark 
VALTONEN, Mauri Ministry of Trade and Industry Finland 
NOILHAN, Fabrice Ministry of Industry France 

BONALDO, Frank Federal Ministry of Economics and 
Technology Germany 

TSAGARAKOU, Olympia Ministry of Development Greece 

BRODERICK, Kevin Department of Communications, 
Marine and Natural Resources Ireland 

KUMPYS, Algirdas Ministry of Economy Lithuania 
WIELEMAN, Frans Ministry of Economic Affairs The Netherlands 
ZMORCZYNSKA, Hanna Ministry of Economy Poland 
MARTINEZ DE AZAGRA, 
Carmen National Energy Commission Spain 

BERGSTRÖM, Urban Swedish Energy Agency Sweden 
JENKINS, Owen Department of Trade and Industry United Kingdom 
PANEK, Jan TREN C3 European Commission 
JACOBY, Klaus-Dietmar TREN C3 European Commission 
SOUPART, Francis TREN C3 European Commission 
BOLESTA, Chris TREN C3 European Commission 
TASNADI, Zsolt TREN C3 European Commission 
SILLA, Olivier TREN C2 European Commission 
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