
 
Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11. 
Office: DM 24 06/145. Telephone: direct line (32-2) 2969955. Fax: (32-2) 2964337. 
Internet: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/energy_transport/index_en.html 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR ENERGY AND TRANSPORT 

 

DIRECTORATE C - Conventional Energies 

Coal & Oil, market observatory  

 

Brussels, 22 September 2006 
TREN/C3/ZT/pm D(2006) 220490 

NOTE FOR THE FILE 
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1. OVERVIEW 

The second meeting of the GAS Working Party of the 2006 Berlin Forum took place 
on 15 September in Commission premises from 10 am till 1 pm. There are 19 
registered stakeholders-members of the Working Party; 13 attended the meeting 
(representing 5 industry associations, 3 national administrations and 5 oil and gas 
companies - see Annex for details). Below is a summary of the key points from the 
proceedings and conclusions of the meeting. 

 

2. SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM PARTICIPANTS 

The Commission thanked all members for their contributions and especially the 
written submissions received from four industry associations on the Green Paper 
and on the specific questions raised during the first meeting. At the same time the 
Commission expressed regrets that no written contributions were received from 
Member State administrations and companies. A working table summarizing the 
individual contributions was distributed and the key points were highlighted in a 
short presentation. The table is enclosed with these minutes. It was pointed out that, 
while there is a consensus on a number of issues, views are diverging on the 
necessity for emergency gas stocks. It was recalled that in addition to DG TREN, a 
number of issues are also covered by other Commission services, e.g. the issue of 
long-term contracts by DG Competition, external energy policy by DG External 
Relations (the forthcoming conference on energy security organized by DG External 
Relations was mentioned). 

EURELECTRIC outlined its view on the Green Paper orally, emphasizing that it is 
an improvement compared to the previous document (of 2000). It opposed setting 
targets for fossil fuels arguing that options should be kept open, facilitating choice 
by the market. It warned that mandatory gas storage could have a negative impact 
on investments and suggested considering other options. Written comments will be 
sent soon. 
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3. INFORMATION ON THE GREEN PAPER FOLLOW-UP PROGRESS 

The Commission provided information on the Green Paper follow-up process. The 
consultation period will close on 24 September 2006; the closure will be preceded 
by public hearings. Comments received in the framework of the Berlin Forum 
Working Parties were forwarded to the relevant unit and will be taken into 
consideration. The Strategic Energy Review, foreseen in the Green Paper, is 
expected to be approved by the Commission by the very beginning of 2007. It will 
be a document of 10-15 pages, outlining the current energy situation of the EU, as 
well as the options and challenges it faces. 

 
4. INFORMATION ON THE BERLIN FORUM PLENARY SESSION 

The draft agenda of the plenary session was presented. The one-day event will be 
preceded by a dinner. After the three fuel-specific sessions (coal, oil, upstream gas), 
a closing session is supposed to draw preliminary conclusions.  In the session on 
gas, the Commission presentation will be followed by that of EUROGAS. In 
addition to the pre-announced speeches, there will be an opportunity for an 
exchange of views. 

It was briefly mentioned that in the future, working groups could be organized not 
by fuels but by issues (e.g. security of supply, environmental challenges of fossil 
fuels). This idea was received positively and regarded as a suitable topic for further 
discussion in the plenary session. 

 

5. COMMISSION PRESENTATIONS ON THE GAS SECTOR 

In its presentation the Commission endeavoured to draw a line between the 
upstream and downstream part of the natural gas sector, thereby between the 
competences of the Berlin Forum and the Madrid Forum. As a result of important 
role long-term supply contracts play, there is a rigid relation between upstream and 
downstream sector which is likely to remain. Some key differences between gas and 
oil were emphasized, including the different transport options and applications. It 
was suggested that issues falling under the scope of Directive 94/22/EC (providing 
non-discriminatory access to the hydrocarbon resources in the EU) constitute 
upstream, while others, including those falling under the scope of Directive 
2003/55/EC (the second internal gas market directive) constitute downstream. 

EUROGAS stressed that Berlin Forum should focus on issues where it can provide 
added value. It believes that the “regulatory” type of dividing the gas sector 
proposed by the Commission would be possible if the EU had a leading global role 
in gas which is not the case. OGP argued that a division can be made from both a 
technical and regulatory point of view and there are “grey zones” which can belong 
to both upstream and downstream (e.g. storage belongs to upstream from a technical 
point of view but to downstream from a regulatory point of view). SHELL 
underlined that, while the Madrid Forum is looking inward, our growing import 
dependence requires an outward focus; the Berlin forum can have a role in this 
respect. According to FRANCE, the Berlin Forum should focus on issues like 
sourcing and the energy mix, which are not addressed elsewhere. OGP added gas 
quality, while EURELECTRIC mentioned security of supply and environmental 
issues to be covered by the Berlin Forum.  
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6. STAKEHOLDER PRESENTATION 

EUROGAS gave an informative presentation entitled “Some Key Facts and Figures 
on Natural Gas”. It emphasized that European gas consumption continues to rise 
despite the increasing prices and other difficulties (by 1.4% in 2005), which leads to 
a growing need for new supplies. A rising share of gas demand will be met by LNG 
which may lead to increased price volatility. Advantages of natural gas were 
highlighted (e.g. low carbon and combustion efficiency). The Berlin Forum was 
called upon to continue to address issues like the security of supply and establishing 
a level playing field (also with external partners - access, reciprocity, etc.). 
EUROGAS is convinced that having globally competitive European players in the 
gas market is the best instrument for our security of supply, rather than large-scale, 
EU-controlled gas storage. EUROGAS also reminded of their annual conference to 
be organized on 22 September and that their “vision paper” on the European gas 
market will be finalized within a couple of days. 

The Commission added that, although share of LNG is indeed rising, only a small 
(but growing) part of it is sold in the spot market, the rest is likely to fall also in the 
future under similar long-term contracts as standard gas. OGP reminded that 55% 
of EU gas consumption is covered by indigenous production (including Norway). 

 

Recorded: Zsolt Tasnadi, TREN C3 

 

 

 

Jan Panek 
(Signed) 

 

 
 
Cc: H. Hilbrecht, J.-A. Vinois, M.-C. Jalabert, J. Enzmann, Z. Tasnadi,  

DG TREN 
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ANNEX: PARTICIPANTS LIST 

NAME REPRESENTATION TYPE OF 
REPRESENTATION

DOLBEN, Gwyn EURELECTRIC Industry Association 

DEVOS, Jean-Marie EUROGAS Industry Association 

GOYEAU, Guy EUROGIF Industry Association 

LIERMANN, Norbert OGP Industry Association 

SCHNITTLER, Bernd (Dr) UPEI Industry Association 

SCHAEFER, Walter SHELL Oil and Gas Company 

RICARD, Olivier TOTAL Oil and Gas Company 

BRIGGS, Thomas BP Oil and Gas Company 

RIEMER, Gerrit E-ON Power and Gas 
Company 

LE VAILLANT, Frank Yves NATGAS Gas Company 

NOILHAN, Fabrice Ministry of Industry France 

LEUKKUNEN, Risto National Emergency Supply Agency Finland 

STOKHOLM, Per Danish Energy Authority Denmark 

PANEK, Jan TREN C3 European Commission 

ENZMANN, Johannes TREN C2 European Commission 

JACOBY, Klaus-Dietmar TREN C3 European Commission 

TASNADI, Zsolt TREN C3 European Commission 
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