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Brussels, 13 July 2006 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The third meeting of the COAL Working Party of the 2006 Berlin Forum took place 
on 13 July in the Commission’s premises from 10 am till 1 pm. There are 14 
registered stakeholders-members of the WP; 7 attended the meeting (representing 3 
industry associations, 1 national energy authority and 1 energy trading company - 
see Annex for details).  
 
Below is a summary of the key points from the proceedings and conclusions of the 
meeting. 

2. PRESENTATION OF THE FOLLOW-UP TO THE ENERGY GREEN 
PAPER (GP) 

 
The Commission reminded participants of the process for responding to the Green 
Paper and of the timeframe of the consultation period, which is open until late 
September. 
 
The Commission confirmed the date of the plenary of the Berlin Forum as the 9 
October 2006. The plenary will be a one-day event, with a reception possibly on the 
preceding evening. The general format will follow that of 2005, and 
recommendations for topics for discussion are welcome. 
 
A follow-up package of material building on the GP will be published by the 
Commission at the end of 2006. This package will be composed of approximately 6 
documents, including the Strategic Energy Review and the Communication on 
Sustainable Coal Technologies; both of which have been discussed at previous 
COAL Working Parties. 
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3. STATUS OF THE IMPACT ASSESSMENT ON SUSTAINABLE COAL 
TECHNOLOGIES 
 
A presentation on the status of the ongoing Impact Assessment of policies for the 
introduction of clean coal and CO2 capture and storage (CCS) technologies was 
given by the Commission. The Impact Assessment is to be completed by September 
2006 to underpin the Communication on Sustainable Coal Technologies to be 
prepared in the fall. The Impact Assessment is being undertaken internally within 
DG TREN in consultation with several other DGs (including RTD, ENV) and with 
this WP. This reflects the in-house knowledge that exists in Commission but also 
reinforces the importance of the COAL Working Party. 
 
The Impact Assessment study is being drafted using standard Commission 
methodology and outline. The problem definition and objectives of the Impact 
Assessment were described in their current, semi-final, state. The main objectives 
reflect the need to remove, or reduce, key barriers (cost, regulations, demonstration, 
public acceptance) to facilitate commercialization of clean coal and CCS 
technologies (jointly taken as Sustainable Coal technologies) in order to meet future 
power plant replacement needs and new capacity build. The primary general 
objectives are: unrestricted presence of coal in the EU electricity mix; new business 
opportunities in the EU and beyond (Lisbon goals). 
 
A preliminary analysis of policy options strongly indicates benefits to focussing 
policies on both accelerated efficiency gains and advancement of CCS for coal-fired 
power plants. The anticipated impacts of such an approach are the increased use of 
secure coal supplies  in the EU electricity mix, significantly reduced CO2 emissions 
in both the medium- and long-term, EU technological leadership in clean coal and 
CCS, and comparative benefits to the EU’s indigenous coal industry. An analysis of 
the possible policies for implementation is ongoing within the Commission. The 
output of the Zero Emissions Technology Platform (ZETP), including its latest 
internal document on CCS deployment strategy, shall be reflected the Impact 
Assessment. 
 
EURACOAL welcomed the Commission’s approach to considering policies that 
can be effective in facilitating sustainable coal technologies to become available to 
the electricity market via R&D and removal of critical barriers. EURACOAL 
stressed a belief that policies made today should not be used to dictate the rate of 
technology deployment, which will be determined by the market and future CO2 
budgets. 
 
EURELECTRIC suggested the inclusion of an additional objective of convincing 
non-EU states to adopt carbon trading systems in line with that of the EU. The 
intention would be to create a global carbon price to incentivise use of sustainable 
coal technologies to tackle the global climate change challenge. It was pointed out 
that only 8% of worldwide coal use is covered under an emissions trading scheme 
currently. The Commission considered that this was an issue for discussion in the 
Communication rather than the Impact Assesssment. 
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4. CONCLUSIONS 
 
The consensus amongst participants was that the Impact Assessment is proceeding 
in a positive manner with clear commitment from the Commission. 
A strong consensus that policies should focus on both efficiency gains and CCS was 
also evident. 
The key policy measure to be employed effectively in the direction of sustainable 
coal technologies is considered to be the EU ETS as a market-based, largely non-
regulatory instrument; the scheme may, however, need to be significantly adapted 
and developed to deliver the necessary incentives and facilitate expected 
developments 
 
In the end of the meeting, participants were informed that the plenary of the Berlin 
Forum will take place on 9 October 2006. A possible 4th COAL Working Party in 
late September is under discussion and this possibility was positively received by 
participants. The date and venue will be confirmed in the coming weeks if is to go 
ahead. 

Jan PANEK 
(Signed) 

 
 
 

 
Cc:  H. Hilbrecht, J. P. Vinois, M. Marias, I. Galanis, T. Schneider, DG TREN 
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ANNEX 

PARTICIPANTS: 

 
Name Organisation Type of Organisation 

   
DIERCKS, Thorsten EURACOAL Industry Association (Eur) 
LIPONEN, Juho EURELECTRIC Industry Association (Eur) 
WODOPIA, Franz 
Josef 

German Hard Coal Industry Industry Association (D) 

LINDBLAD, Janne Ministry of Transport & 
Energy 

National Authority (DK) 

MILOJCIC, George EURACOAL Industry Association (Eur) 
PUDIL, Petr Czech Coal Energy Trading Company (CZ)
RITSCHEL, Wolfgang EURACOAL Industry Association (Eur) 
PANEK, Jan DG TREN, Unit C3  
SCHNEIDER, Thomas DG TREN, Unit C3  
TASNADI, Zsolt DG TREN, Unit C3  
BENNETT, Simon DG TREN, Unit C3  
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