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NOTE FOR THE BERLIN FORUM PARTICIPANTS 

Subject: Summary Record of the 1st Coal Working Party for the 2006 Berlin 
Forum, 4 April 2006 

1. OVERVIEW 
 

The first meeting of the COAL Working Party of the 2006 Berlin Forum took place 
on April 4 in DG TREN’s premises from 10 am till 2pm. There are 14 registered 
stakeholders-members of the Working Party; 7 attended the meeting (representing 4 
industry associations, 2 national administrations and 1 coal producing company - 
see Annex for details). Below is a summary of the key points from the proceedings 
and conclusions of the meeting. 

2. PRESENTATION OF THE ENERGY GREEN PAPER 
 

The Commission presented the Green Paper using the official Commission slides 
and stressing as key vision for European energy the theme enshrined in the paper: 
low-carbon, competitively priced, reliable supplies. This was followed by a review 
of a supporting working table, prepared by C3, highlighting those parts of the Green 
Paper and the Energy Council and European Council conclusions that directly refer 
to coal. Then followed a tour de table during which stakeholders offered reactions 
on the Green Paper: 
 
– Comments were generally positive; the Green Paper is considered a good start to 

the debate. Are all translated versions of Green Paper true to the original? Eg. the 
German version seems to be sometimes using a different tone of language 
compared to the English/source one. 

 
– Stakeholders welcomed the recognition of the opportunities for coal to play a 

role in a future energy mix. They were pleased that there is a clear departure 
from the Green Paper of 2000 on Energy Security, which was perceived to be 
writing off coal. Indeed, EU25 is in a very different situation with respect to coal 
than was the case of EU15. 

 
– EURACOAL highlighted some differences between the Green Paper and the 

European Council conclusions. It was suggested that the Commission (compared 
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to the Council) better recognised the potential for tackling climate change also 
through improved efficiency of conversion process. 

 
– It was requested that the Commission does not only refer to coal in the context of 

climate change. Coal also has a potential with respect to the security of energy 
supply. 

 
– Dissatisfaction with the ETS as a market instrument was expressed and 

reconsideration recommended, especially with regard to a review of the equality 
of inclusion of methane emissions from solid fuels. Also, the problem of CO2 
must be tackled globally, not at the level of the European Union only. 

 
– The key Green Paper statement referencing coal ("coal has a future but only 

coupled with commercialized clean coal and CO2 capture and storage") was 
considered to be very vague and open to various interpretations. Stakeholders 
accepted that this could present an opportunity for them rather than document 
Green Paper’s weakness. 

 
– Differences in current energy mixes in individual Member States should be 

mapped and the difference in starting positions amongst Member States should 
be considered when the overall "target" European energy mix is sought. 

 
– EURELECTRIC expressed support for the reliance on the market indicated by 

the Green Paper and requested clarification on the observatory (which was 
provided). 

3. DISCUSSION OF STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
CONSULTATION PERIOD 
 
The Commission then informed stakeholders about the modalities of the 
consultation period (length, role of the fora, etc.). The on-line questionnaire was 
briefly introduced. A short discussion of first ideas on further stakeholder 
involvement followed. It was in its course agreed that the structured dialogue with 
stakeholders through the Berlin Forum framework could result in their input along 
two key lines: 
 
(1) reaction to fundamental questions related to Green Paper and its key line of 

reasoning; 
 
(2) involvement in actions undertaken by the Commission in the context of 

Green Paper. 
 
3.1. Reaction to Fundamental Questions 

 
As first step, stakeholders will offer their views on the following questions: 
 
– Is the vision of ‘sustainable, competitive and secure energy’ a correct one 

for Europe? 
 
– Are the six priority action areas identifying well the challenges? 
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– How can coal contribute to achieving the vision for new energy future in 
Europe and perhaps also worldwide? 

 
– What prevents coal at the moment from becoming a low-carbon, low-cost, 

easily available energy source for Europe? 
 
Working Party members will send their views to the Commission by mid-
May.  
 

3.2. Possible Joint Action with Stakeholders 
 
Besides the fundamental questions, stakeholders are also keen on close 
cooperation with the Commission and on providing input into Commission's 
actions in the follow-up to Green Paper. Three concrete areas of possible joint 
action were identified and discussed: 

 
3.2.1. Coal Part of the Strategic Energy Review 

 
It was agreed that the Working Party will prepare a detailed 
statement on how coal can contribute to a sustainable, competitive 
and secure energy profile for Europe, and what will be the enabling 
factors for such role of coal. This statement will be presented at the 
plenary session of the Berlin Forum and should represent a 
substantial contribution to the first Strategic Energy Review. A short 
discussion revealed several ideas as to what issues such statement 
could also tackle: 
 
– emissions from private coal use (case in point: Poland) are 

sometimes more critical than those from industrial use; 
 
– coal-to-liquids and coal gasification technologies might benefit 

supply security and present new opportunities for coal. Will they 
be duly endorsed by the Commission? 

 
– development of hydrogen energy may be closely linked to the 

future of coal; 
 
– the economics (cost of various technologies) lead at present in 

some countries (eg. in Spain) to replacement of decommissioned 
coal-fired power stations by combined gas-cycle ones rather than 
ones using new coal technologies (USCs or IGCCs). This can be 
changed by the right incentives. 

 
Working Party members will submit more detailed input to the 
Commission by mid-May so that the next Working Party (previewed 
for late May) can start discussing a comprehensive text (to be drafted 
by C3 on the basis of individual contributions). EURELECTRIC 
and EURACOAL are already preparing reactions to Green Paper 
and will bear the above in mind in the process. 
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3.2.2. The Commission Clean Coal Communication 

 
The Working Party members are ready to be involved in the 
forthcoming Impact Assessment. It was agreed that the Commission 
will present at the next Working Party an outline of the Impact 
Assessment roadmap and will signal where it may need stakeholder 
input (data, etc.). EURACOAL confirmed the readiness to cooperate 
on the subject, it is already undertaking a study on the future of coal 
which may feature some data/facts pertinent for the Impact 
Assessment. 

 
3.2.3. The external dimension to European Energy Policy on coal 

 
The Working Party members will reflect on the coal aspects of the 
external dimension of the European Energy Policy. Any concrete 
thoughts may be presented at the next Working Party. 

4. PRESENTATION ON COAL IN EUROPEAN POWER GENERATION 
 
A presentation was given by the Commission on the ‘Future of Coal-Fired 
Generation in Europe’. The presentation covered the main issues facing the industry 
and recapitulated the key facts and options regarding Clean Coal technologies and 
Carbon Capture and Storage as at present. A short discussion followed. 

5. CONCLUSIONS 
 
– Working Party members will send their reflections on the four fundamental 

questions by mid-May. 
 
– Working Party members will send their contributions on the future role of coal 

and key enabling factors by mid-May. The Commission will compile them in a 
text to be discussed at the next Working Party in view of preparing a consistent 
statement on coal for the plenary of the Berlin Forum. The purpose of the text 
would be to serve as input into the Strategic Energy Review. 

 
– The Commission will prepare a roadmap for the Impact Assessment on the Clean 

Coal Communication which will outline the requirements for stakeholder input. 
It will be presented at the next Working Party. 

 
The next Working Party will be held either on May 30 or June 7. The date and venue will 
be confirmed to Working Party members after Easter. 

Jan PANEK 
Signed 
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ANNEX : PARTICIPANTS LIST 

NAME ORGANISATION TYPE OF ORGANISATION 

DIERCKS, Thorsten (TD) Euracoal Industry Association (Eur) 

LIPPONEN, Juho (JL) Eurelectric Industry Association (Eur) 

REICHEL, Wolfgang (WR) German Hard Coal 
Industry 

Industry Association (Germany) 

MARTIN GONZALEZ, 
Mercedes (MGG) 

CARBUNION Industry Association (Spain) 

AZNAR ALMAZAN, Teresa 
(TAA) 

Spanish Ministry of 
Industry, Tourism and 

Trade 

Member State (Spain) 

JANSSEN, Erik (EJ) Dutch Ministry of 
Economic Affairs 

Member State (The Netherlands) 

BORKOWSKI, Zygmunt (ZB) Kompania Weglowa s.a. Coal Producer (Poland) 

PANEK, Jan (JP) TREN C3 European Commission 

SCHNEIDER, Thomas (TS) TREN C3 European Commission 

TASNADI, Zsolt (ZT) TREN C3 European Commission 

BENNETT, Simon (SB) TREN C3 European Commission 
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