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Ministers, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good Morning! 

 

A year has passed since the first historical meeting of the European Fossil Fuels 

Forum and it is with great pleasure that I greet you today at the start of the second 

plenary session of the Forum. Same time, same place, even same nice Indian-summer 

weather – but what a change a year makes! Last year, the discussions at the Forum 

were sort of a warm-up exercise focused on getting to know each other; they were 

also dominated by several specific momentary issues such as the impacts of the 

hurricanes on the oil markets or the launch of the ETS. The policy discussions were 

mostly deliberations on what, if anything, should the Commission be revising in its 

approach to energy issues. Since then, a sea change has swept through European 

policy landscape as regards energy and energy policy. Indeed, it is difficult to think of 

a moment when Europe has been facing such complex energy challenges and 

dilemmas and at the same time showing a sincere intention to look for truly European 

solutions and responses to those challenges. Highly interesting reflections and 

confirmations of this trend were offered at yesterday's dinner, and I am sure we will 

hear some more inspiring words in a few minutes. Let me therefore use this 

introductory speech rather for looking at things, just for the moment, more from the 

point of view of the process itself – a process the Commission is ready to stimulate 

and steer in order for Europe to meet its energy challenges and fulfil its noble political 

goals. 

 

It is quite clear to us in the Commission that these are exceptional times for energy, 

both in Europe and globally.  
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In these unique times, I do not intend to speak today too much about the energy Green 

paper adopted in March because I am sure that by now you are as familiar with the 

text as anyone of us representing the Commission here today. If not more. Let me just 

emphasize that the Green Paper enshrines our belief that a stronger and more 

integrated approach is needed in the energy field to face truly global challenges. We 

see a new beginning for energy policy in Europe. A change of direction is required, 

one that takes a European approach to energy, and builds on our combined strengths 

to meet our fundamental objectives. The Commission in the paper therefore sets the 

framework to address the global energy challenges and reverse the unsustainable 

current trends. Open policy debate with a wide range of stakeholders is an integral 

part of such framework. And that is where the Berlin Forum fits very well in. 

 

Today's discussions will be important because together with your earlier contributions 

and reactions to the Green Paper, they will constitute the key input for us in the 

process of preparing the first Strategic Energy Review and its accompanying 

documents. As you know, and as has been confirmed a few weeks ago in Brussels by 

Commissioner Piebalgs at the public hearing, the Commission intends to put forward 

at the end of this year a very important and ambitious energy package to respond to 

the call of the Heads of State at the Hampton Court Summit for a European Energy 

Policy. The package will include several documents of utmost importance to this 

Forum. 

 

Firstly, an EU Strategic Review – a framework document in which we will formulate 

a vision of an overall energy future for Europe. This vision should represent a central 

energy objective for Europe, one that will underpin European Energy Policy. The 

document will also include a concrete set of actions which will need to be undertaken 

at various periods of time to achieve this vision. What kind of vision will it be? Well, 

that is to be defined. The Commission certainly has some concrete ideas but it still 

relies on input from stakeholders, including a forum like this one, to complete the 

picture. We know the starting points: global warming, declining indigenous energy 

production, growing energy demand and reliance on external energy suppliers and 

volatile global energy markets.  
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We know that we need to tackle these in a way that will contribute rather than 

compromise Europe's competitiveness. What we now have to formulate is how our 

three goals of sustainability, security of supply and competitiveness translate into 

concrete imperatives and targets for Europe's energy mix, energy consumption 

patterns, technology developments but also foreign relations and Commission and 

Member State authority and responsibility.  

 

The answers to many of those still open questions rest with stakeholders such as 

yourself. Indeed, conventional (or fossil if you wish) fuels represent the cornerstone 

of our current primary energy supply. Will they do so also in the future? Can they? If 

so, what needs to be done? How should, for example, the Commission and the 

Member States act to promote diversity in supplies of gas?  All agree that this should 

be a key objective for the EU, both in terms of security of supply and in developing a 

more competitive gas market.  However, what concrete measures need to be taken, 

and in particular by the Commission, to ensure it develops? And what role should be 

envisaged for oil? Can oil deliver – at reasonable, and more stable, oil prices? Can we 

be sure that the absence of disruptions in oil deliveries to date is a good predictor of 

the future? And if not, are we in Europe sufficiently equipped and prepared to face the 

oil version of last winter's gas stories? I invite you to address these questions today in 

all sincerity. For the stakes are high – if fossil fuels do not stand up and give a clear 

signal they can and should be counted upon in a sustainable way, you know that there 

are alternative solutions to the positions currently occupied in European energy by oil, 

gas and coal. 

 

You may now be asking why I have just spoken about fossil fuels at length and 

mentioned coal barely once. Is it because with the emergence of the carbon trading 

mechanism, some predict the gradual reduction of coal-based generation?  Is it 

because the Commission no believes this will in fact happen? I can assure you this is 

not the case. Coal certainly comes into full consideration when the Strategic Energy 

Review is drafted. But there will also be a separate Commission Communication on 

coal entering into the energy package complementing the Strategic Energy Review.  
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The provisional title of that document is a Communication on Sustainable Coal 

because the Commission would like to clearly spell out in the document that coal 

should remain an integral part of European energy mix due to its contribution to the 

security of supply. At the same time, the Commission will recognize that unhindered 

future use of coal for energy production is conditional upon the emergence and 

proliferation of technologies allowing the combustion of coal with near-to-zero levels 

of CO2 emission. This will require the development and commercial deployment of 

new technologies integrating available achievements in clean coal with the processes 

of carbon sequestration. What is needed for this to happen? What can European 

industry do? And what role should Commission play? As those of you who followed 

the meetings of the Coal Working Party know, we do have already our ideas but we 

need to hear yours, too. 

 

Together we should be able to open a new future for coal. But how should we best do 

this? The Commission has joined the industry in setting up a technology platform for 

zero-emission power generation from fossil fuels and the Platform has delivered its 

first results.  Should we now move forward and set up a joint undertaking with a clear 

and ambitious objective of constructing one or more industrial-sized demonstration 

zero-emission power plants in Europe in the next few years.  If so, how best should 

we approach this? We all know that if we get this right, Europe will reap the benefits 

of such success not only at home but also well beyond its borders. We must ensure 

that Europe does not lead the world in terms of environmental responsibility, yet lose 

the race to develop the next generation of environmentally friendly technologies that 

will develop into a world-wide market worth billions of euros.  We have created an 

environmental and economic climate in Europe that financially rewards the 

introduction of clean new technologies.  We have to take this opportunity to remain 

and enhance our position as world leaders in this area.   

 

These are the topics and questions that I see lurking behind the seemingly 

straightforward agenda of today's meeting. I have followed the proceedings of the 

Working Groups and therefore I am confident that we are all well prepared for the 

discussions. We have done our homeworks over the past couple of months; let's tie up 

the loose ends today.  
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And let's also make sure that we chart out the challenges and dilemmas to address in 

our joint work after today's Forum. I strongly suggest that we walk out at the end of 

the day today with clear tasks for the Forum's Working Parties for the period until the 

next Forum. For this, you may wish to consider if the Working Parties should 

continue to be defined by fuels. Perhaps it is time to move away from this set-up and 

regroup the Working Parties in a more cross-sectional manner. Instead of separate 

Working Parties for oil, gas, and coal, I propose we look into establishing thematic 

Working Parties. I am sure that, for example, a Working Party on the role of fossil 

fuels for Europe's security of energy supply would be highly useful, as would be one 

on the environmental challenges to fossil fuels. I leave it to your consideration 

throughout the day what and how many such relevant central themes could be 

identified. 

 

Let me conclude by reiterating once again that these are quite unique times with 

regards to energy and Europe's future. The Commission is ready to play its role at this 

historic moment and so is, I believe, each of you attending here today. As for the 

Commission, you have probably already noticed that my colleagues and I have taken 

a number of steps to reinforce the services dealing with energy. And we are ready to 

do more – not only by pushing through the relevant projects and prioritizing our work 

correctly, but also by making sure we put the right people in the right places. I am, for 

instance, very glad that we have managed this summer to find an agreement within a 

very short time with several other institutions, and a few weeks ago a former IEA 

expert joined us on secondment. Taking him on board is a good way to lay grounds 

for deeper cooperation with the IEA as well as to enrich our capacity to work on the 

existing system of oil stocks to everybody's benefit. I am prepared to take further 

similar steps – indeed, a few more similar places for experts in the fields of oil, gas or 

coal can be filled if national administrations or other suitable institutions propose 

adequate candidates. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like to thank all here today who have accepted the invitation to participate as 

well as the German Ministry of Economics and Labour for its kind hospitality.  
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The time could not be more opportune for holding a Forum like this. Energy issues 

are acquiring utmost urgency and make us face entirely new goals. None will be 

achievable without the right policies.  

 

Developing consensus on possible further steps for the Union to take in this area is the 

important task to which, as a member of this European Fossil Energy Forum, you are 

invited to contribute. Let me wish you all the best in your endeavours. Thank you for 

your attention. 


