
Berlin Forum 2006 Proceedings 
 

 1

 
 

Dinner Speech by Mr Ansi Paasivirta 

Finnish State Secretary for Trade and Industry 

October 8, 2006 

 
 
 
 
Let me start by saying that I am very happy to be here in Berlin, when this 2nd Plenary 

Session for Fossil Fuels Forum is about to begin.  

 

I would first like to thank the European Commission for hosting this pre-event dinner and for 

organising this Forum for fossil fuel users, producers and interest groups. I also want to thank 

the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology for the framework for this 

meeting.  

 

The first meeting about this issue was held here in Berlin in October 2005. This successfully 

established a good basis for continuity for this Forum in the future.  

 

Renewable energy sources are high on the agenda now in all EU countries and in our 

presidency programme. But we must remember that fossil fuels will, in real life, make up a 

very large part of tomorrow’s energy mix in Europe. It is therefore necessary to support 

efforts to improve the methods of utilising both fossil fuels and renewable energy sources in a 

sustainable and acceptable way.  

 

Energy security has additional importance in EU energy-strategy, which is currently under 

development. Coal is a domestic product for many member-states and the EU could be self-

sufficient in terms of coal usage. Meanwhile it is also important to have good working 

relations with third countries producing oil and gas. Although each member state can choose 

its own energy mix, it always influences the others, particularly neighbouring states. The 

product of the energy-strategy process should be energy security for all member states at as 

high a level as possible.  
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This summer in Finland was absolutely wonderful. It was sunny and warm for weeks and 

weeks. However, it was also very dry; the driest summer for a hundred years. But it is a 

paradoxical situation. 

 

Our hydropower resources for this winter are lower than for a long time and the similar 

situation in our neighbouring countries makes it difficult for us to buy electricity on the 

internal Nordic electricity market. It is normally possible to buy extra energy for the coldest 

time in winter. Naturally in this situation we must hope for a mild winter. This illustrates 

clearly how energy security is a concrete and critical issue for all of us. 

 

Tomorrow we will be discussing some very important issues about coal, oil and natural gas. 

These include a sustainable presence in the European energy mix in our coal-session, 

European supply security for the long term in our oil-session, and the future internal European 

markets in our natural gas-session. Since it seems that we have entered a world with 

permanently high oil and natural gas prices, all these subjects have recently become 

increasingly important. The general reaction to this kind of macro trend is that alternative 

energy resources are being investigated more carefully again. 

 

As you all know, in Finland we are very interested in technological innovations. If you will 

allow me, I would like to briefly run through some of the latest developments in this area.  

 

One good consequence of this higher energy price is that it has really stimulated 

improvements in energy technologies. At the same time emissions trading has given carbon 

dioxide a comparable Euro value. As a result, several players worldwide have become more 

and more interested in developing new energy technologies, especially to improve the 

acceptable use of conventional fuels. One main issue is how to reduce the emissions in energy 

production. These technologies are varied and some of them are already in large-scale 

experimental use.  

 

For example, in Norway large-scale experiments in Sleipner and Snöhvit are focused on long 

term carbon dioxide storage and at the same time enhancing natural gas recovery.  
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Similar large-scale experiments are going on in Weyburn in Canada, where CO2 is injected 

into old oil fields and in In Salah in Algeria, where there is a large enhanced gas recovery-

project. Other smaller projects are going on worldwide at least in the Netherlands, Germany, 

USA, China, Japan and Poland.  

 

Enhanced recovery of oil or natural gas in dying fields as well as recovery of methane in coal 

beds makes some of these experiments very interesting for future carbon dioxide storage. This 

kind of enhanced recovery of fossil fuels will also make them even more attractive for 

financiers in the future. One important thing is also that the improved technologies generated 

in these projects can be adapted to other energy technologies like renewable fuels. Therefore, 

these new technologies should be easily accepted by public opinion. This sounds good for 

everybody and creates a win-win situation which we should all benefit from.  

 

These CCS-technologies seem to be of greatest interest at the moment. Another promising 

technology in CCS for the long term might be mineral carbonation. This is under research for 

example in Finland and Sweden, because we don’t have any thick sediments suitable for 

carbon dioxide storage. 

 

One new innovative and promising technology, which I want to mention, is so called second 

generation biofuels gasification. But this is perhaps the subject of some future seminars. 

 

Ultimately, global warming is everybody’s concern on this planet, because it is not limited by 

the borders of countries or continents. Global problems need global solutions. I hope that we 

will see not only European countries, but all the nations of the world co-operating on this vital 

subject. All efforts trying to reduce greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are welcome. 

Therefore, I am sure that we will see the usage of fossil fuels becoming more effective and 

more atmosphere friendly in the near future.  

 

This forum for European fossil fuel users and producers will have a very important role to 

support this positive and innovative development.  

 

It is a pleasure to be a part of it. 


