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FFF SECOND PLENARY SESSION, BERLIN 2006 
FINAL CONCLUSIONS OF THE CHAIR 

The following conclusions were drawn by the chair of the meeting on the basis of a wide 
consensus achieved during the discussions in the sessions: 

The Berlin Forum has established itself in the first year of its existence as a useful 
platform for structured dialogue between the Commission and the stakeholder 
community on issues of pertinence to fossil fuels, namely coal, oil and gas. The working 
parties assured continuity of the dialogue started at the plenary session and proved to be 
a practical tool for further elaboration of specific topics and for preparation of the agenda 
of the next meeting. 

The Commission Green Paper "A European Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive 
and Secure Energy Policy" is generally considered by Forum participants as a valuable 
first step on the road to the definition and adoption of common principles of energy 
policy in the EU, the need of which is widely recognized. The stakeholders in the fossil 
fuel sectors availed themselves fully of the opportunity provided by the consultation 
period and commented on the document and the issues it raised. The working parties 
facilitated the consultations; some members of the stakeholder community further 
supplied comprehensive documents in reaction to the Green Paper. 

Coal plays an important part in European energy landscape and it is in Europe's interest 
that it remains an integral part of the European energy mix. However, the environmental 
challenges posed by coal use have to continue to be addressed both in view of Europe's 
obligations to meet targets in GHG reductions and in view of the fact that coal is likely to 
remain a dominant fuel in many parts of the world and the challenge of climate change is 
a global one. Europe therefore needs to pursue policies that will enable further efficiency 
improvements and facilitate an early arrival and commercial take-up of technological 
solutions integrating the achievements of clean coal technologies with the processes for 
capture and storage of CO2 (CCS). European policy initiatives in this area should 
recognize and complement industry initiatives and achievements of the ZEP Technology 
Platform. Providing a suitable regulatory framework recognizing the beneficial effects of 
carbon capture and storage practices will be a first but not sufficient precondition.  
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Further policy initiatives may be needed to facilitate speedy commercial demonstration 
and subsequent penetration of new technologies enabling low/zero-emission power 
generation from coal under competitive conditions. By 2015, joint efforts of the industry 
and European administrations need to result in a number of large-scale demonstration 
projects undertaken in Europe and possibly also in third countries (under European 
auspices). Even before that and as soon as possible (e.g. by 2010), all newly built coal-
fired power plants should anticipate the arrival of new technologies and be built as 
"capture-ready", allowing for retrofitting with CCS at later stages. Once low/zero-
emission technologies are demonstrated as commercially feasible, as expected by 2020, 
no new power plants should be built without CCS elements.  

Oil, too, is a crucial fuel providing energy for many important areas of public and private 
activity in European economies and worldwide. Although a finite resource, oil is likely to 
be part of the energy landscape for a foreseeable future. However, an intelligent approach 
to oil production and consumption is necessary to guarantee long-term stability and 
continuation of its availability. European administrations need to look more intensively 
at the possibilities of promoting efficient and rational patterns of oil consumption on one 
hand and ways of maximizing the potential of existing oil resources on the other, both 
within and outside the EU. The continuation of dialogues with other important 
consumers and with producing countries will be crucial as will be other particular 
initiatives some of which have been pointed out by the works of the Forum and its Oil 
Working Party. Further material discussion is needed to generate necessary consensus 
regarding the revision of the European emergency oil stocks system. The Forum has 
reviewed the working document prepared in the Oil Working Party and recommends to 
the Commission to reflect its analyses and suggestions in the first Strategic Energy 
Review. 

With respect to gas, the Forum participants stressed the need to recognize that gas 
upstream and downstream are mutually interdependent. There is therefore a strong need 
for wide information sharing amongst the Berlin Forum, the Madrid Forum and the Gas 
Coordination Group. The Commission is encouraged to assure the exchange of 
information between these formations. The Forum stressed the importance of a further 
improved and stable regulatory framework and of a diversified gas supply portfolio as 
well as the need for the European Union to develop the capacity to speak with one voice 
vis-a-vis major gas supplying countries (especially Russia, Norway, Algeria). It also 
acknowledged the importance of infrastructure development beyond pipelines alone - 
having sufficient gas storage capacity as well as LNG terminals is for example a key to 
successfully ensure the security of gas supply. The Commission will consider appropriate 
means in the framework of the Gas Coordination Group to cope with gas supply 
problems arising from a possible supply disruption. 

The Forum participants have generally agreed to maintain the practice of regular 
meetings of working parties in the periods between the plenary sessions. It is reckoned 
that parties should be henceforth organized around specific policy issues. The 
Commission has been encouraged to seek ways of convening meetings of working 
parties before the end of the year on the basis of cross-sectional themes.  
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These thematic parties should meet with clear and limited mandates to work out 
responses to specific topics formulated below; their conclusions will be reported to fuel 
working parties before the next meeting of the Forum in order to prepare an informed 
and conclusive discussion in plenary setting.  

Preliminary specification of thematic working parties to be formed (subject to further 
revision on the basis of written contributions from Forum members): 

– emergency preparedness in fossil fuels; 

– regulatory requirements for enabling CCS; 

– development of infrastructure for enhanced security of fossil fuels supply. 

 

Heinz Hilbrecht 
(Signed) 


