
Final Announcement

Stakeholders’ Conference
on Approaches to the Management of

Environmental Radioactivity

2 – 3 December 2002
Luxembourg

Organised by the European Commission
Chairman: Ken Collins, SEPA



As part of a series of Standing Conferences on Health and Safety in the Nuclear
Age, aimed at obtaining the views of the Community on radiation protection
matters and of informing members of the Community of activities of the European
Commission, a two-day conference will be held in Luxembourg on 2-3 December
2002 to consider approaches to managing environmental radioactivity.

Protection from ionising radiation and radioactivity in the environment has been
ensured within the European Union by the development and refinement, over a
number of years, of Basic Safety Standards and other Community-level instruments
and advice, principally under the EURATOM Treaty. By these means monitoring and
control of the exposure to ionising radiation and of radioactivity in the environment
have been continually improved. In recent years concern for preservation and
improvement of the environment has increased and the need to protect it better
against the effects of all industrial pollutants has been recognised. This trend is
reflected in new and developing international policies for environmental
protection, including the various strategies adopted by a number of countries and
organisations. As in the past, there is a need to ensure that the approach to
protection of the environment against radioactivity and ionising radiation within
the European Community continues to develop and adequately responds to societal
concerns and international obligations. The European Commission is developing an
Environmental Action Programme under the Euratom Treaty, to complement
existing legislation and to set a clear and agreed framework for its activities in the
coming years in the field of environmental radiological protection, and the
Stakeholders’ Conference will provide essential input to this process.

The European Community brings with it many benefits of integration which are
balanced between countries and regions, between business and consumers and
between different categories of citizens. An increasingly scientifically-aware
population often holds strong and diverse views on the acceptability of
environmental radioactivity, which is present often at only trace levels detectable
by modern instrumental analytical techniques.

The Stakeholders’ Conference will discuss the present system, both in terms of its
adequacy from a scientific perspective and of its public acceptance, and account
will be taken of this input when developing the proposed Environmental Action
Programme under the Euratom Treaty.

The conference will bring together a wide range of stakeholders from both Member
States of the European Union and candidate countries and so provide the European
Commission with a geographically and culturally wide set of views relating to this
matter. In addition it is intended that the participants will be representative of
both general society and science, thus including the media, the general public,
non-governmental organisations, professions, industry, regulators and elected
representatives. The scientists invited to participate will come not only from
specialist radiation protection, radioecological and nuclear disciplines but also
from a cross-section of other disciplines such as conventional ecology and
environmental sciences.



Topics that will be addressed in the conference:

•  Basics of radiation protection; principles and philosophy
•  Concepts in radiation protection, quantification of risk
•  Acceptability of risks; perception of risk from natural vs. artificial radioactive

sources
•  How to measure global impact
•  Who are the reference groups of the population
•  Precautionary principle
•  Uncertainties involved in estimating effects
•  Optimisation of radiation protection
•  Natural and artificial radioactivity in the environment
•  Protection of the natural environment
•  Defining environmental quality criteria
•  Radioactivity in foodstuffs

The Programme structure is given below.

Audience:

•  Politicians and Regulators with involvement in radiation protection and
environmental matters

•  Representatives of the local population from the vicinity of nuclear installations
•  Non Governmental Organisations
•  Industries that discharge radioactive substances to the environment
•  Scientists
•  Journalists
•  Consumer associations
•  International organisations with an interest in environmental radioactivity

Programme Committee:

•  Ken Collins (SEPA, UK) chair
•  Campbell Gemmell (SEPA, UK)
•  Gerald Kirchner (BfS, Germany)
•  Ian McAulay (Trinity College, Ireland)
•  Paloma Sendin Cáceres (CSN, Spain)
•  Annie Sugier (IRSN, France)
•  Augustin Janssens (EC)
•  Maria Betti (EC)
•  Ernst-Hermann Schulte (EC)
•  Eberhardt Henrich (EC)



Working Language:
Working languages with simultaneous translation will be English, French and
German.

Conference fee:

There will be no conference fee.

Proceedings:

The European Commission will publish the Proceedings of the conference in 2003.

Venue:

The conference will take place in Luxembourg, Plateau de Kirchberg, Jean Monnet
Building, Rue Alcide de Gasperi, Meeting Room M6.

Historic Luxembourg, formerly called ‘Gibraltar of the North’, situated in the heart
of Europe, can be accessed by aeroplane and by train. For travel from Findel
airport to downtown Luxembourg use taxi (ca. 30 €), Luxair shuttle bus (€ 3.70) or
public transport (line 9, € 1.10). Public bus connection from the train station
(‘Gare’) or the City Centre to the Jean Monnet Building is by lines 5, 13, 18, and 21
(get off at bus stop ‘Niedergrünewald’).

Hotels in various price categories are available in downtown Luxembourg and near
the conference venue. Optionally you can use the registration form for hotel
reservation.

To learn more about the city and its surroundings, e.g. access the Web Site of the
Luxembourg City Tourist Office www.luxembourg-city.lu or the National Tourist
Office www.ont.lu.

EC Contacts:

•  General e-mail address for conference matters: env-rad@cec.eu.int
•  Registration, hotels and accommodation: Bureau d’Organisation et de

Coordination des Conférences, Ms. L. Eisen, Tel. +352-4301-33164, e-mail:
Liette.Eisen@cec.eu.int

•  Administrative Secretariat: Mr. H. Lellig, Tel. +352-4301-36383, e-mail:
Herbert.Lellig@cec.eu.int

•  Scientific Secretariat: Mr. E. Henrich, Tel. +352-4301-34705, e-mail:
Eberhardt.Henrich@cec.eu.int

Photos: Alphonse Hutsch (EC-OPOCE), Eberhardt Henrich (EC-ENV.C.4)
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Stakeholders’ Conference
on Approaches to the Management of Environmental Radioactivity

2 – 3 December 2002, Luxembourg

Agenda

2 Dec 2002 Welcome and Introduction

1130-1140 Catherine Day (EC) Welcome, Aim of Conference, Introduction of Chairman Ken Collins (SEPA)

1140-1150 Ken Collins (SEPA) Welcome and Introduction to Conference

1. Session 1 - Radiation and Environmental Policies (Co-chair: Paloma Sendín, CSN)

1150-1210 1.1 Stephen Kaiser (EC) Role of the Commission of the European Union in Setting Standards

1210-1230 1.2 Roger Clarke (NRPB) “ICRP: Towards a New System of Protection of Man and Environment”

1230-1415 Lunch Break

1415-1435 1.3 Augustin Janssens (EC) “Thoughts on the 1st Environmental Action Programme under the EURATOM Treaty”

1435-1530 1.4 Discussion

1530-1600 Coffee Break and Poster Exhibition

2. Session 2 – Radioactivity in Different Foods (Co-chair Gerald Kirchner, BfS)

1600-1620 2.1 Peter Mitchell (UCD) “Radioactivity in Food from the Sea”

1620-1630 2.2 Hartmut Nies (BSH) “European Maritime Areas and Marine Fish”

1630-1650 2.3 Brenda Howard (CEH) “Radioactivity in Terrestrial and Freshwater Foods”

1650-1700 2.4 Carol Salt (UoS) “Consumer Attitudes towards Foodstuff from Radioactively Contaminated Areas”

1700-1730 2.5 Discussion

1800 Cocktail Reception

3 Dec 2002 3. Session 3 – Assessment of Population Exposure (Co-chair Annie Sugier, IRSN)

0900-0920 3.1 Liebetraud Hornung-Lauxmann (BfS) “Current Approaches for Assessment of Doses to the Public”

0920-0930 3.2 Jean Brenot (IRSN) “Uncertainties in Risk Assessment”



0930-0940 3.3 Zitouni Ould-Dada (FSA) “Communicating Uncertainties to the Public”

0940-0955 3.4 Discussion

4. Session 4 – Protection of the Natural Environment (Co-chair George Hunter, SEPA)

0955-1015 4.1 Jan Pentreath “Radioactivity and Environmental Protection”

1015-1025 4.2 Deborah Oughton (IKB) “The IUR Consensus Statement”

1025-1045 Coffee Break and Poster Exhibition

1045-1105 4.3 Carl-Magnus Larsson (SSI) “ICRP-Proposed Framework for Non-Human Protection”

1105-1115 4.4 Carmel Mothersill (RSC) “Possible Effects of Radiation not Considered in the ICRP Framework”

1115-1135 4.5 Discussion

5. Session 5 – Risks (Co-chair Ian McAulay, TCD)

1135-1155 5.1 Jacques Lochard (CEPN) “Radiological Risk Management in Perspective”

1155-1215 5.2 Britt-Marie Drottz-Sjøberg (NTNU) “Perception of Risk: Is Radioactivity Different?”

1215-1230 5.3 Discussion

6. Session 6 – Case Studies and Poster Presentations (Co-chair Maria Betti, EC)

1230-1240 6.1 Mark Dutton (NNC) “Main Results of the MARINA II Study”

1240-1250 6.2 Caroline Ringeard (IRSN) “The Nord Cotentin Radiological Study: Is Activity a Good Indicator to Assess the Risk?“

1250-1300 6.3 Maria Betti (EC) Short summing-up of presented posters

1300-1415 Lunch Break and Poster Exhibition

7. Session 7 – Discussion (Co-chair Stephen Kaiser, EC)

1415-1445 7.1 Short summing-up reports by Co-chairs

1445-1530 7.2 Discussion of further selected items

1530-1600 Coffee Break

1600-1615 7.3 Augustin Janssens (EC) Reflections on stakeholders’ input on 1st Environmental Action Programme under the EURATOM Treaty

1615-1700 7.4 Comments from floor and conclusions

1700 Ken Collins (SEPA) Closing remarks


