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Approaching the major risks associated with nuclear power I would like to talk about 
three major risk categories. The aim should be to find possible actions in order to cope 
with the corresponding challenges. 
 
1. Technical Risks 
 
Several recent surveys show, that nuclear safety is one of the risks predominantly perceived 
by the public.  
 
It is desirable to find actions, which help to improve transparency on nuclear safety and help 
to bring all operating plants to a top level through the development of technology and 
operation to further increase the safety margins. The following actions seem to be an adequate 
way to reach the described intentions. 
 
We need to actively address public concerns with understandable information. 
 
The requirements of nuclear safety should be harmonised on a high but reasonable level 
(ENISS and WENRA activities) 
 
An open experience exchange between authorities, utilities and industry should be 
encouraged. 
 
R&D activities for existing plants and new builds should be expanded, covering all existing 
and future plant designs (Generation II/III/IV) with the aim to enhance competence on safety 
related issues and to further optimize existing high safety levels. 
 
2. Commercial Risks 
 
A key factor to control commercial risks are stable conditions for all phases of the nuclear 
plant life time. 
 
Desirable actions to approach this goal could be the following: 
 
We need to provide a stable legal framework for all phases of the nuclear plant lifetime 
(building, operating, decommissioning&waste management). 
 
Transparent licensing procedures should be created with reasonable requirements and 
reasonable time tables. 
 
In the case that banks are involved in new nuclear projects, we need the support by offering 
innovative forms of financing. 
 



 
 
 
3. Public Acceptance 
 
Public acceptance seems to be the key factor for the future of nuclear power. Several 
surveys underline the finding, that the perceptions of risks associated with nuclear energy do 
not correspond to the real situation. Additionally we find, that – e.g. for the development of 
acceptance in Germany – it is very difficult and takes time to regain lost shares of acceptance.  
In order to reach more acceptance the following actions though might be reasonable: 
 
We need to provide transparent information of the good performance of existing plants 
(e.g. 2006 EU Barometer: 75% of the public do not feel informed at all or not very well 
informed about safety). 
 
Security/terrorism including proliferation: It would help to come to a coordinated approach 
within the EU.  
 
Waste management / storage: The recognition of and information about already existing 
technical solutions and ongoing projects and R&D-activities in the different EU-states should 
be aimed. The political promotion of this process though is definitely required! 
 
Two examples of recent surveys underline, how essential this process is to reach a higher 
level of public acceptance: 
 
a) Germany emnid survey 10/2007: 44% of the respondents were in favour of nuclear energy. 
    The acceptance level would improve to 56% if  the “problem of radioactive waste” could 
    be solved. 
 
b) EU 2005 Eurobarometer: The general acceptance of nuclear energy would improve from 
    37%  to 58%, if the problem of radioactive waste could be resolved. 
 
Furthermore transparent information about successful new built in the EU and other 
countries might help to develop acceptance levels of the public but also to understand the 
contribution of nuclear power to today’s and tomorrow’s energy supply (contribution to a 
secure, economic and climate friendly supply). 
 
In this context we also need to inform about further potentials of nuclear power which can 
be achieved by already ongoing and further R&D-activities. Nuclear power needs to be 
recognized as part of the solution of our challenges in energy supply and not be perceived 
as a problem. The benefits of nuclear energy therefore should also be discussed in 
combination with risks and benefits of all other available energy sources and technologies. 
 


