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Participants' vision on nuclear energy development in the EU  

o Public authorities 
o Nuclear industry and electricity companies 
o Industry and energy intensive consumers 
o Finance 
o Civil society 
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1Prime Ministers, Ministers, Mr President, Commissioner,  
Colleagues,  
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I am honoured to be asked to intervene in this session on Nuclear Energy 
Development.  
 
We are experiencing a real ‘Nuclear Renaissance’ that will surely see new 
nuclear construction and plant life extension across the EU. Such a 
renaissance and such an increase in public and political support for it could 
not have been imagined even 5 years ago – though the needs of:  
 

• Emission reduction 
• Affordable energy for our people and industries, and 
• Avoidance of Russian gas dependency…….(pause) 

 
…..have been well known for many years.  

 
Even the European Commission’s Energy White Paper of 1996 had these 
issues as its 3 main pillars – though perhaps not nuclear power as the means 
to achieve them. 
 
Today the world is facing climate change as the main threat to our planet and 
our people. There will be much in the future that we can do to reduce this 
threat with the technologies under development.  
 
But nuclear energy is already developed, mature, clean, affordable, reliable 
and capable of being the principal means to achieve the ambitious 
environmental aims of today.  
Nuclear energy with its predictable and affordable production costs is set to 
play a significant role.  
  
Within this context and with your permission, I would like to focus on the 
energy crisis we face in South-East Europe.   --  Yes, Energy Crisis.  
 
                                                 
1 This opening remark will have to be adjusted according to who of the ‘honoured guests’ remain present 
 



 
Since the year 2000 my country, Bulgaria, has exported around 7 Terrawatt-
hours of electricity per year to all of our neighbours and beyond – that is 
almost the output of a 1000MW nuclear plant.  
 
Since the beginning of this year, we are unable to export – thus plunging 
many countries into darkness with widespread power cuts which hit the 
poorest people hardest and cripple the industries that could employ them.  
 
The only replacement plant available is lignite, the dirtiest fossil fuel, or gas 
supplied from outside the EU.  
 
All because, as a condition of our accession to the European Union, Bulgaria 
was needlessly required to close almost 2000MW of safe, clean, affordable 
and reliable nuclear plant by 2006.  
 

Exactly the opposite to what we are encouraged to do today. 
 
The electricity supply situation in several countries of the region is desperate. 
We, and they, need urgent, brave and pragmatic actions from the EU.  
 
As a first essential step, we must launch a full scope review of all the 
consequences of the regional energy crisis PLUS an all-included 
brainstorming of what can be done urgently for the mitigation of this crisis. 
 
Within such a full scope approach, everyone can judge if this needless but 
reversible closure of at least two nuclear power units at Kozloduy is wise if 
reviewed against today's criteria and today’s crisis.  
 
Decisions of the past were made against criteria of the past. Looking at an old 
agreement through today’s open eyes would be a signal of political and 
institutional strength, taking responsibility in a responsible way.  
 
I ask you to support the proposal for South - East Europe energy review and 
trust that we can find the courage and the way to do what is right. 
 
Thank you for your attention and I would be most pleased to receive your 
questions and remarks here or at any other time. 
 
 


