
Dear Prime Ministers, Commissioner, Ministers, Members of National and the 
European Parliaments, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
On behalf of the European Economic and Social Committee in my capacity as 
President of the Section responsible for Energy, Transport, Infrastructure and 
the Information Society issues, I would like to thank the European Commission, 
specially the Directorate General for Transport and Energy, for the opportunity 
which has been given to our Committee to participate, and also to share with 
you some of our thoughts in the area of nuclear energy on this very important 
occasion of creating a European Nuclear Energy Forum. 
 
The European Economic and Social Committee - the EESC - is the advisory 
body of the institutions of the European Union, created by the Treaty of Rome 
in 1957, with the purpose, to be the bridge between the institutions and the 
organised civil society of Europe. The EESC, composed of 344 independent 
members, coming from the 27 member states, expresses the views of the 
employers, employees and various interest groups like, farmers, consumers, free 
professions, SME's, environment protection and so on. 
 
This advisory role of the EESC is also incorporated to the EURATOM Treaty. 
 
Today I would like to highlight two key points: 
 
The first is that the EESC has been pioneer amongst the EU institution to re-
open the debate around nuclear energy at the beginning of this new Millenium.  
Our position, which I would briefly describe as supportive, has been hailed by 
many EU stakeholders; 
 
Secondly: in the context of a re-launched European debate on nuclear energy, in 
which we all understand the need for transparency and broad participation, the 
EESC has a key role to play to ensure that the European civil society is 
adequately associated to this effort. 
 



When the EESC begun to focus on this issue in early 2003, energy prices, such 
as those for oil and gas, were still relatively moderate and the notion of scarcity 
was not such a matter of concern as it has become today.  
 
The Green Paper- "Towards a European strategy for the security of energy 
supply"   presented by the Commission in 2000, launched a reflection process, 
and the EESC, recognising the importance of the issues that had been raised by 
the Commission, therefore decided to issue an own-initiative opinion on "The 
issues involved in using nuclear power in electricity generation". This work, 
launched in January 2003, was intended to help clarify the debate on the use of 
nuclear power in electricity generation. 
 
The EESC's opinion concluded that: 
 
Nuclear energy, which produces a significant proportion of the EU's electricity, 
makes a major contribution towards ensuring security of supply and in reducing 
the EU's energy dependence, a useful contribution to the attainment of the 
Kyoto targets, contributes to price stability and removes sources of uncertainty 
for economic operators. 
 
Renewables will not be able to rise to the challenge of replacing closing nuclear 
power stations and responding to rising electricity demand, even though the 
development of this form of energy is desirable and is indeed encouraged by the 
EU. 
 
The management of energy demand, which is a vital necessity for the EU, is not 
enough to justify stopping nuclear energy production entirely. 
 
The main issues raised by nuclear power are safety, protection against the 
physiological effects of ionising radiation, waste and spent fuel. Some EU 
Member States are making progress in resolving these issues. 
 



The EESC therefore considered, and continues to believe, that nuclear power 
should be one of the elements of a diversified, balanced, economic and 
sustainable energy policy for the EU. 
 
In January 2007, the EESC started to prepare an opinion on the Commission's 
so-called PINC (Nuclear Illustrative Programme) report. You will find this 
document in your conference file. 
 
Finally, I would like to refer to - and also offer - the potential of the EESC in 
providing better information on nuclear energy Such information is of vital 
importance as organised civil society needs to be in a position to undertake a 
transparent and objective debate on these issues. Clearly, this also includes not 
only the different organisations but the European citizen, who has the right to 
have access to reliable and digestible information to enable him or her to come 
to a reasoned conclusion and influence the policy-making process accordingly. 
 
We, the EESC, are ready to contribute in a pro-active way to providing more 
reliable and transparent information to the stakeholders, to the organised civil 
society, to the citizen.  I would argue that the EESC is very well placed to do 
this. We can build not only on the fifty year experience of our institution, but 
also on our up-to-date, future-oriented working methods. 
 
Distinguished colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, I conclude my presentation by 
saying that the EESC very much welcomes the establishment of the "European 
Nuclear Energy Forum". We are convinced that the Forum is the appropriate 
way for deepening and developing further the questions involved in nuclear 
energy power generation and thus also in considering ways of providing the 
European Union with a sustainable and realistic energy mix. 
 
Thank you for your kind attention!  


