
 
Madam, Sir 
 
I have read the Green Paper - A European Strategy for Sustainable, 
Competitive and Secure Energy {SEC(2006)317} - with great interest. 
 
First, I would like to thank you for the excellent word done. Indeed, it is 
of the utmost importance to set clear guidelines and show where the journey 
has to go. At the same time, it is equally important to leave sufficient 
room free for solutions, thus fostering a climate favourable to innovation. 
Both aims were achieved with great skill. 
 
Still, I would like to comment somehow on two points. 
 
- On page 1, last paragraph as well as 1st paragraph of Chapter 2.1 (page 
5), you stress the importance of a fully competitive market as a primary 
condition for a safe supply of low price energy. 
I fully agree with you, that competition is a pre-requisite for a well 
functioning market. However, this is only true when the goods are readily 
available. 
This was the case for energy some times ago but it is changing now. Energy 
is becoming scarce. The buyers can less and less choose for the cheapest 
supplier but are increasingly looking first getting energy and then to look 
if possible for the price or the quality. 
 
This change is not adequately accounted for in the Green Paper. 
 
- My second comment is related to your vision of the European grid (Chapter 
2.1) and to the necessity to make more use of the renewable energy sources 
(Chapter 2.4). Out of my professional experience, developing renewable 
energy sources, which are per nature local, goes with a drastic change in 
the structure of the grid. This was also acknowledged by the Technology 
Platform Smartgrids, where I am an active member. 
No mention of that is made in the text of Chapter 2.1 although missing that 
point could lead to a grid unable to accept a large amount of decentralised 
generation as it will be the case when renewable energy sources are 
exploited on a large scale. 
My suggestion is to develop some lines on that subject in the Chapter 2.1. 
 
I hope, my comments are of some help to you and may help to improve the 
Green Paper further more. 
 
Best regards. 
 
Jean-Pierre Rickli 
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