
1

EB 64 JAN-06

Eurobarometer 64 (EB 64):
Attitudes towards energy

January 2006



2

EB 64 JAN-06

Methodology

- Face to face interviews in all member States of the 
EU as well as in the acceding (Bulgaria and 
Romania) and candidates countries (Croatia and 
Turkey).

- Sample: 29.430 interviewees

- Fieldwork dates: between October 11th and 
November 15th 

- Population aged 15 and +
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In order to respond to the energy challenges 
that we have to face for the years to come, what 
is, according to you, the most appropriate level 

to take decisions?

37%

8%

7%

47%The European
level

The national
level

The local level

Don't know

Clear support for decisions on energy to 
be taken at the European level
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According to you, what should be the public 
authorities’ priority to help people to reduce their 

consumption of energy?

43%
40%

32%

21%

2%

11%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

Provide more
information on
efficient use of

energy

Develop tax
incentives to

promote efficient
use of energy 

Adopt higher
efficiency

standards for
energy

consuming
equipment

Control more
strictly the

application of
existing energy

efficiency
standards

Other
(SPONTANEOUS

ANSWER)

Don't know

Governments should support efficient use 
of Energy more actively
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To reduce our dependency on imported energy 
resources, Governments have to choose from a list of 
alternatives, sometimes costly solutions. Which of the 

following should the (NATIONALITY) Government 
mainly focus on the years to come?

48%

41%

31%

23%

12%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Develop the
use of solar

power

Promote
advanced

research for
new energy
technologies
(hydrogen,

clean coal etc)

Develop the
use of  wind

power

Regulate in
order to reduce

our
dependence of

oil

Develop the
use of nuclear

energy

Clear support for the increased use of 
renewable energy
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- Priorities to improve the European Union's economic 
performance - 

10%

22%

24%

46%

49%

60%

11%

19%

26%

42%

43%

58%

0% 25% 50% 75%

Increase the legal number
of working hours 

Invest in transport
infrastructure

Use energy more efficiently

Facilitate the creation of
companies

Invest in research and
innovation

Improve education and
professional training

EB63 (Spring 2005) EB64 (Autumn 2005)

A more efficient use of energy is seen as a 
means to improve the performance of the 

European Economy
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 I am going to show you a list of products or equipments. 
When you decide to buy a new one, please telle me whether 
you pay a lot of attention, a little attention or no attention at 

all to the energy it uses or not?

43%

58%

59%

33%

25%

18%

23%

15%

12% 10%

0% 50% 100%

A light-bulb

A refrigerator

A car

A lot of attention A little attention No attention at all Don't know

In their purchasing decisions, citizens pay 
a lot of attention to the energy consumed 

by cars or household equipments
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 Would you be prepared to pay more for energy 
produced from renewable sources than for energy 
produced from other sources? (IF YES) How much 

more would you be prepared to pay? 

9%

54%

1%

2%

11%

24%

38%

6%

54%

2%

11%

27%

40%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't know

No, I am not
prepared to pay more

Yes, I would pay
more than 25% more

Yes, I would pay 11
to 25% more

Yes, I would pay 6 to
10% more

Yes, I would pay up
to 5% more

Total Yes

EB 57 (2002) EU15 EB 64 (2005) EU25

The use of renewable energy: a majority 
is not willing to pay more for it
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 Would you be prepared to pay more for energy produced 
from renewable sources than for energy produced from 
other sources? (IF YES) How much more would you be 

prepared to pay? 

54%

51%

66%

27%

28%

19%

11%

11%

8%

6%

6%

6%

0% 50% 100%

EU25

EU 15

EU 10

No, I am not prepared to pay more Yes, I would pay up to 5% more
Yes, I would pay 6 to 10% more Yes, I would pay 11 to 25% more
Yes, I would pay more than 25% more Don't know

New member States are more reluctant to pay
higher prices for green energy
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As you may know, we are now facing new energy 
challenges (like high energy prices, international 

obligations to reduce CO2 emissions) that could imply 
efforts from citizens. With which of the following 

propositions do you agree the most? 

50%

15% 12%
5% 1%

10%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%

As I intend to
reduce my

energy
consumption, I
would not be

prepared to pay
more  

I do not intend
to change my

energy
consumption
habits and I
would not be

prepared to pay
more

(SPONTANEOUS)

As I do not
intend to change

my energy
consumption

habits, I would
be prepared to

pay more

I intend to
reduce my

energy
consumption and

I would be
prepared to pay

more
(SPONTANEOUS)

Other
(SPONTANEOUS

ANSWER)

Don't know

Citizens are prepared for reducing energy 
consumptions habits
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Let’s suppose the price per litre of uneladed 
fuel\ diesel reaches 2 euros. Would you use 

your car a lot less often, a bit less often or as 
often? 

22%

31%

26%

18%

4%

A lot less often

A bit less often

As often

Not applicable (SPONTANEOUS
ANSWER)

Don't know

Fuel prices could have a modest impact on car 
usage
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What would you do first to reduce the use of 
your car? 

23%

20%

10%

5%

3%

2%

37%Use public transport more 

Use a bicycle

Walk more

Share a car with your relatives\ friends\
neighbours

Move closer to your workplace

Other (SPONTANEOUS ANSWER)

Don't know

For citizens prepared to use their cars 
less public transport would be the main 

alternative
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