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The Directorate-General for Energy and Transport of the European Commission drafts and implements
European Union policy in these two, closely interlinked areas. The Green Paper entitled ‘Towards a
European strategy for the security of energy supply’and published in the year 2000 analysed the various
options available with a view to stemming the increasing dependency of the European Union for energy
supplies whilst continuing to pursue the EU’s environmental goals. Over the past four years, a series of
measures have been taken to meet with four key challenges: managing demand, the development of
internal resources, enhancing the effectiveness of the internal market, and diversifying external sources.
This report looks back over the developments made since this major debate was first launched in the EU
and suggests future action that could be taken in this area.
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TEN POSSIBILITIES FOR 
ECONOMICAL ENERGY USE

Household and office appliances:
Standards for use and labelling to promote more energy-efficient appliances.

Buildings:
Strict thermal insulation standards, modernisation of heating units and building
energy audits.

Transport:
Public transport of passengers and rail or waterway transport rather than road
haulage for goods.

Cars:
More efficient combustion engines that use less energy and emit fewer pollutants
into the atmosphere.

Fuel:
‘Green’ fuels such as biodiesel, which is made from vegetable oils, and bioethanol,
which is made using the oils from cereals and beet.

Lighting:
Low-energy bulbs.

Hot water:
Solar thermal energy – at least half of the hot water used by households can be
provided at a profitable price by the heat from the sun.

Industrial processes:
In sectors where demand for heat is significant and constant, simultaneous
production of heat and electricity can produce savings in primary energy.

Services:
A market for energy services, ranging from energy performance audits to the sale of
energy-efficient products.

Investments:
Positive taxation or specific subsidies for energy-efficiency projects, energy-efficient
products and R & D.
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In December 2000, the European Commission adopted a Green Paper on European Union
energy policy. This brochure takes stock of the action undertaken in the following areas
over the last four years: managing demand, diversifying internal energy sources, developing
the internal energy market and the security of external supply.

For more information visit
http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy_transport/en/lpi_lv_en1.html

 




