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Presidium 5 July 2001, Brussels, Point 7 of the Agenda

Position of EMCEF on the European Commission Green Paper “Towards a European

strategy for the security of energy supply” (COM(2000) 769 final)

EMCEF welcomes the fact that the European Commission, in its Green Paper relating to the

security of energy supply, has not only considered European Union energy policy under the

aspect of environmental and climate protection, but also the Union's “structural weaknesses”

with regard to the adequate security of supply:

EMCEF supports the development of a European energy policy which:

- secures the energy supply for everybody

- guarantees the energy supply for general consumption

- ensures the diversification of energy sources;

- gives priority to the control of consumption;

- integrates the protection of the environment;

- regulates the energy market;

- develops social progress.

Apart from classic industrial, technical, economic and social problems, this policy should also

take into account problems related to the health and safety of workers and the population,

the safety of installations and the European environment.

In EMCEF's view, and in compliance with the principle of subsidiarity reconfirmed in the

Treaty of Nice, Member States should make increased efforts to move “security of supply” to

the top of the European agenda. Community action is indispensable to offer a framework for

the EU's external relations, particularly at the WTO, and ensure long-term co-operation

between the EU and the producing countries.

Nevertheless, concerning the utilisation of all the potential available, we are concerned that

the Commission appears to measure more risks than opportunities in practically in all

significant areas of the energy industry. Nuclear energy is thus classified as an energy that is

“undesirable”. The document states that European coal had a “glorious past”, however

mainly social and regional considerations are envisaged for the continued existence of the
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coal mining industry in Europe. Oil was “still the favourite”, albeit at the same time

characterised by its high level of external dependence. Finally natural gas was seen as a

“seductive alternative”, although a new dependence was starting to occur. Certainly, EMCEF

also believes that all opportunities and risks in the stated areas must be analysed in order to

prepare the measures necessary to control increasing energy demand and its rational use.

However, in EMCEF's view, a considerable reduction in conventional energy generation is

not to be expected in the near future on account of potential energy savings and renewable

energy products alone.

EMCEF therefore urges the European Commission to include the following points in the

White Paper:

to balance supply sources by reinforcing energy diversification and promoting

renewable energy sources

to develop better co-operation with all supplier countries for a better international

dialogue and trade agreements that guarantee long-term supply contracts.

To be able to take into account the environmental objectives and the security of supply

equally, EMCEF particularly supports the idea of the European Commission to offer every

Member State scope to promote internal energy products (renewables, coal). Development

of research in energy generation and environmental protection is necessary to encourage the

use of the natural resources of the EU member states.

European lignite is competitive and does not depend on public aid. In addition, technologies

for clean combustion can improve its use and should be promoted. Natural gas is a

European energy product that has many advantages in clean energy use. In view of the

growing contribution of this energy product to the European Union’s energy supply, the

Community must endeavour to reduce growing dependence by means of diversification and

by securing international purchase contracts. Natural gas may represent a bridge to a future

with no CO2 emission where hydrogen produced from water will be our energy supply. Till

then the hydrogen may be taken from natural gas. In the area of oil, which is still the number

one energy product, international strategies are also required in order to meet geopolitical

requirements. Nuclear energy – as controversial as it may be in the individual Member States

– must continue to play a significant role in those Member States that have mainly relied on

this energy product to date.
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Renewable energy sources are but for hydroelectricity of minor importance and normally

subsidised. EMCEF will encourage both future development on renewable energy sources

and research to decrease pollution in energy production.

Currently, the European Union is the leader in clean coal technologies, among others

because it has maintained and continues to support a significant domestic coal mining

industry. The 6th framework programme should include and develop projects designed to

promote clean coal technologies in order to remain the leader in this field.

In 2002, the ECCS Treaty ends together with the social flanking measures which have

contributed to solve considerable problems concerning the restructuring of mining regions in

the past and present.

With a view to the imminent enlargement to the applicant coutries, which have a large coal

mining industry, the European Commission ought to propose programmes similar to Rechar I

and II, which would make it possible to readapt these mining regions and reduce the social

impact in these regions.

By way of conclusion we should like to state that we are interested in having a coherent

Community energy policy, which, on the one hand, centres equally on the social, economic

and ecological dimension of sustainability and provides the Member States with adequate

room for manoeuvre in meeting these objectives within the scope of the subsidiarity principle.

On the other hand, EMCEF considers that security of energy supply is one of the major

elements in defining a European energy policy that guarantees quality energy to the benefit

of the citizen and employment.


