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GENERAL INFORMATION

Fol lowing the adopt ion of 
Regulation (EC) No 663/2009 
establishing the European Energy 
Programme for Recovery (EEPR), 
nine offshore wind energy projects 
were selected for funding. The 
total EU contribution for these 
projects amounts to € 565 m.

THE EEPR OFFSHORE  
WIND ENERGY PROGRAMME  
CONSISTS OF TWO STRANDS

1.  Support of large scale testing,  
manufacturing and deployment  
of innovative turbines and off-
shore foundation structures 
(four large offshore wind farm 
projects in the German North 
Sea (Bard I, Global Tech I,  
Nordsee Ost, Borkum West II); an offshore wind testing facility 
project off Aberdeen (UK); and a project for the next phase 
of the Thornton Bank wind farm, in the Belgian North Sea.

2.  Support of module-based solutions for the grid integration 
of large amounts of wind electricity generation (integrated 
inter-connection solution for the wind farms in the Kriegers 
Flak area in the Baltic sea (Germany, Denmark); the Cobra 
cable project interconnecting the Netherlands and Denmark; 
an offshore hub on the planned HVDC link between the 
Shetland Islands and Scotland).

OBJECTIVES
The EEPR OWE aims to contribute to EU energy policy objectives:
•  producing carbon-free electricity to lower greenhouse gas 

emissions; 
•  increasing the security of supply of electricity by using 

domestic renewable energy sources for electricity production;
•  promoting competitiveness in the European energy sector 

by supporting innovation and decreasing the cost of offshore 
wind energy. 
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http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/bard-i_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/global-tech-i_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/nordsee-ost_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/borkum-west-ii_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/aberdeen_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/thornton-bank_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/baltic-kriegers-flak_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/baltic-kriegers-flak_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/cobra-cable_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/cobra-cable_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/hvdc-hub_en.pdf
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In addition, the program intends to contribute to economic 
growth by creating sustainable businesses and employment  
in the offshore wind sector.

OVERVIEW OF PROJECT IMPACTS
EEPR grants are securing the installation of the first large size 
(400 MW) offshore wind farms, far from shore (> 100 km) and 
in deep waters (> 40 m).

These grants will result in about 1 500 MW of additional 
carbon-free electricity production capacity. They are crucial for 
EU Member States’ binding targets for renewable electricity in 
2020 and for the security of electricity supply.

EEPR wind grid integration projects will be the first building 
blocks of a European offshore grid, and will enhance trading 
capacity for electricity in the internal market.

All EEPR OWE projects are forerunners in their sector, 
contributing to the priority objectives of the European Wind 
Industrial Initiative, as set up in the frame of the EU’s Strategic 
Energy Technologies Plan – new turbines and components, 
offshore structures, grid integration.

STATE OF PLAY: OCTOBER 2013 

By end of 2010, the grant packet of € 565 m had been 
committed, through the signature of grant agreements, to the 
nine selected projects.

EEPR money has been important in securing loans from 
banking consortiums in order to achieve financial close.

1. TURBINES AND COMPONENTS 

This part of the programme is well advanced. Offshore wind 
electricity generated through infrastructure co-financed by 
the EEPR has been on the German grid since autumn 2010. The 
EEPR actions Bard Offshore I in Germany and Thornton Bank in 
Belgium are completed and two other German offshore wind 
farm projects are scheduled to be completed by the end of 
2014. Two other projects will not be completed until 2016/17 
due to problems with the permitting process and/or with  
the guaranteed grid connection causing considerable delays.

2. GRID INTEGRATION 

In the area of multi-connector wind-grid integration, the 
realisation of the Kriegers Flak project in the Baltic Sea is on 
track: the Final Investment Decision has been taken, and the 
technical solution, involving HVDC technological components, 
has been defined. A market and business model for the 
combination of renewable electricity allocation and cross-
border electricity trade has been developed.

The Cobra Cable project is aiming for regulatory approval for 
the investment in April 2014 with a Final Investment Decision 
coming in 2016. The Offshore HVDC Hub project on the planned 
link between the Shetland Islands and Scotland (UK) will not 
be realised and the grant agreement is being terminated.

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/bard-i_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/thornton-bank_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/baltic-kriegers-flak_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/cobra-cable_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/offshore-wind-energy/hvdc-hub_en.pdf



