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GENERAL INFORMATION

12 electricity infrastructure projects 
were selected for funding under  
the European Energy Programme 
for Recovery (the EEPR, established  
under Regulation (EC) No 663/2009).  
This funding, which was granted 
on the basis of 13 financing 
decisions (one project, Nordbalt, 
is supported by two financing 
decisions), amounts to a total of 
€ 904 million. 

WHO DOES WHAT?

Public and private undertakings 
that control the energy networks  
in project areas, act as project  
promoters. Meanwhile, Member  
States are responsible for facilitating  
the project implementation and 
monitoring the work progress. 

FUNDING

The maximum funding rate offered by the EU is limited to 
50 %. This finances specific actions such as engineering, the 
procurement of long-lead items (cables) and construction works  
(eg lines, compressor stations, etc.). European Investment Bank  
loans and private investments complement the cost of building or  
the completion of modern electricity infrastructures in the EU.

 
TEN-E CONNECTION

Most of the selected projects have already been identified as 
TEN-E projects of European or common interest, and were 
chosen for EEPR support because of their importance and 
state of advancement.
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OBJECTIVES

Within the general framework of the EEPR, the support to 
electricity interconnectors is a significant contributor to the 
general objective of European Energy policy to deliver secure, 
competitive and sustainable energy supplies. 

The selected projects are lending strong impetus to the 
completion of the internal market, with the full participation 
of all parts of the European Union. They also bring major 
improvements to the security of supply of the countries and 
regions concerned. 

The programme aims at clearing bottlenecks and integrating 
‘energy islands’ such as the Baltic States, the Iberian 
peninsula, Ireland, Sicily and Malta. Additionally, several new 
interconnections are also very important for integrating 
renewable energy sources into the electricity system.

OVERVIEW OF PROJECT IMPACTS

Electricity interconnection projects supported by the EEPR will 
in particular:

•  Help enhance the European electricity grid by strengthening 
interconnection capacity between Spain and France, 
Portugal and Spain, Austria and Hungary, Ireland and the 
United Kingdom and also across central Germany.

•  Integrate isolated regions and ‘energy islands’ by building 
important new interconnections from the Baltic states 
(Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania) to the Nordic electricity 
market (Finland, Sweden, Denmark and Norway), as well as 
from Malta to Italy, and from Sicily to mainland Italy.

STATE OF PLAY: OCTOBER 2013

Five projects have been completed:

•  The extension of two 400 kW lines in Portugal which 
increases the power interchange capacities between 
Portugal and Spain and the security of supply in the region 
(Factsheet PT-01 and Factsheet PT-02).

•  The transmission link between Vienna and Györ, which 
improves the operability of Austrian and Hungarian 
networks (Factsheet AT-HU).

•  The construction and equipment for a 132 kV distribution 
centre in Kappara (Factsheet MT).

•  The 500 MW cable connection between Republic of Ireland 
and Wales (Factsheet IRL-UK)

Construction works are ongoing and progressing well for the 
majority of the remaining projects. It is expected that all 
actions supported by the EEPR will be completed by 2017 at 
the latest.

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/es-fr_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/pt-02_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/at-hu_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/uk-ie_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/uk-ie_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/de_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/estlink2_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/nordbalt-02_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/nordbalt-01_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/mt-it_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/it_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/pt-01_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/pt-02_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/at-hu_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/mt_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/eepr/projects/files/electricity-interconnectors/uk-ie_en.pdf



