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Dutch comments on the impact assessment on tyre labelling  
 

The Netherlands supports the Commission’s intention to introduce safety and rolling 

resistance requirements for tyres and tighten the current noise requirements in the proposal 

for a Regulation governing type-approval requirements for the general safety of motor 

vehicles (COM(2008)316). 

 

As expressed in the Special Working Group on Motor Vehicles, the Netherlands favours the 

proposed limits on tyre noise. It also favours the introduction of tyre labelling.  

The Netherlands ask the Commission to include within the ongoing impact assessment on 

tyre labelling grading for the safety and noise performances of tyres. 

 

A recent report by VTI/Ulf Sandberg (‘Consumer labels for tyres in Europe’, 3 March 2008) 

has shown that labelling can be combined with grading for safety, noise and rolling 

resistance. The report explains how such an integrated system would work. 

 

The Netherlands favour enabling consumers to make conscious choices. In order to do so, 

we believe that consumers will require labels with grades that show not only rolling 

resistance, but also safety and noise performance. 

 

For safety, grading is desirable because good tyre grip, especially on wet roads, is an 

important factor in preventing accidents and limiting consequential damage. When roads are 

busy and the distance between vehicles is short, differences in braking behaviour are a 

potential accident factor. 

 

For noise, grading is desirable for public health reasons. Some 35% of Europe’s population 

are so exposed to road traffic noise that their quality of life is harmed. If we are to protect 

them adequately, noise levels will have to be reduced, preferably by making cars and trucks 

quieter. 

 

Solutions applied at source are cheaper and more effective than end-of-pipe solutions like 

constructing sound barriers. At speeds of 30 kph and higher, car tyres are the greatest 

source of traffic noise and should be tackled as a matter of urgency. 

 

If we want consumers to be able to make conscious choices, we must provide them with the 

necessary information, which up to now has been available only to a limited extent. 
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The Dutch Government has launched a programme to encourage consumers to buy quieter 

tyres (that are also safe and economical). For the sake of this programme, too, we consider 

that labelling must be combined with grading. 

 

Although the Dutch Governments prefers a label with a grading, we will also support the 

Commission when they come forward with a proposal for a noise label without a grading like 

a single silent tyre marking or label. The Netherlands agrees with the Commission that with 

the proposed limits for passenger cars (C1 tyres) a major step will be done, which left not so 

much scope for a grading system. So for the C1 tyres a single low noise marking can be a 

sufficient alternative.  

 

 


