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Brussels, 30 March 2004 

Commission investigates new aid scheme for 
Spanish coal-mining companies 

The Commission decided today to open a formal investigation  into  the 
Spanish proposal to grant aid to several coal-mining companies in the period 
2003 – 2005. The Commission has to examine whether the restructuring plan 
which has been notified by the Spanish authorities is in line with  European 
legislation on State aid to the coal industry1. Spain is therefore requested to 
submit its comments and to provide all information needed for the 
Commission to assess the aid. 

The Commission will start to investigate whether the restructuring plan of the coal 
industry for the period 2003 – 2005 which Spain notified to the Commission is 
compatible with the EC Treaty. The aid scheme is designed to support Spanish coal-
mining companies while the restructuring of the coal sector  continues. According to 
the plan, coal-mining companies would receive aid for the reduction of activity, aid for 
accessing coal reserves and/or aid to cover exceptional costs arising from the 
restructuring. The total budget is € 5 billion for the period 2003-2005. The Spanish 
authorities are proposing to reduce  production capacity. The corresponding 
reduction in aid to cover operating deficits would be 4% annually for the years 2003, 
2004 and 2005.  

The Spanish authorities have notified the overall amount of aid to be granted. The 
Commission now has to examine which part is meant for the reduction of activity and 
which part is meant for the maintenance of access to coal reserves. The 
Commission will also examine the criteria to be fulfilled by the mines in order to 
benefit from the aid and verify that the conditions laid down in previous Commission 
decisions concerning aid to the coal-mining companies will be respected.  

                                                 
1 Council Regulation (EC) n°1407/2002 of 23 July 2002 on State aid to the coal industry, (OJ L 205, 

02/08/2002, p. 1-8) 


