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Brussels, 30 March 2004 

Commission authorises aid to the coal industry in 
the Autonomous Community of Castile-Leon 

Today the Commission decided not to raise any objections to the subsidies 
amounting to almost € 2 million annually up to 2007 which the Autonomous 
Community of Castile-Leon is proposing to grant to private coal-mining 
companies to improve working safety in mines and to protect the 
environment. Neither does the Commission raise objections to subsidies for 
the years 2001 and 2002 which have been granted by the same Community 
without prior authorisation of the Commission. The aid is compatible with the 
proper functioning of the internal market. 

The Commission authorised today the aid allocated to private coal-mining 
companies in the Autonomous Community of Castile-Leon for the period from 1 
January 2001 to 1 January 2007. The proposed measures consist of aid for research 
and technological development, aid for environmental protection and aid for mining 
training.  
The main purpose of the aid for research and development is to improve the safety 
and health conditions in the mines and to introduce better technologies to  optimise 
the exploitation of the mines. The environmental protection aid is meant to 
encourage certain investment in adapting to new Community standards or exceeding 
existing standards and cleaning up polluted mining installations. The purpose of the 
training aid is to improve the technical qualifications of mine workers so as to 
minimise the number of accidents. 

Council Regulation1 on State aid to the coal industry stipulates that aid for research 
and development, environmental protection and training in coal companies is 
governed by the Community frameworks for these three categories of aid. Although, 
prior to Commission authorisation, Spain has unlawfully implemented the aid for the 
years 2001 and 2002, the Commission considered that the proposed measures are 
in accordance with these frameworks and therefore decided to consider the aid 
scheme compatible with the EC Treaty.  

                                                 
1 Council Regulation (EC) n°1407/2002 of 23 July 2002 on State aid to the coal industry, (OJ L 205, 

02/08/2002, p. 1-8)  


