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Supporting Structures 
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The Covenant of Mayors was launched by the European Commission in 2008 as the most ambitious 
initiative to involve cities and citizens in the achievement of the objectives of EU sustainable energy policy.  

The Covenant of Mayors is open to cities of all sizes in Europe. Those cities and towns which due to their 
size do not have the resources to prepare an inventory, or work on and draft an action plan should be 
supported by administrations with such capacities. These supporting structures can be regions, counties, 
provinces, agglomerations, NUTS III areas, or mentor cities.  

Covenant's Supporting Structures are thus defined as those public administrations that are in a position to 
provide strategic guidance and technical support to municipalities with the political will to sign up to the 
Covenant of Mayors, but lacking the skills and /or resources to fulfil its requirements, namely the preparation 
and approval of  Sustainable Energy Action Plan. The Supporting Structures have also the vocation to keep 
a close contact with the Commission for ensuring the best possible implementation of the Covenant.     

Supporting Structures are recognised by the Commission as its key allies to convey the message and 
increase the impact of the Covenant.    

The typical tasks to be undertaken by a Covenant's Supporting Structure include:  

• Dissemination of the Covenant's concepts among the municipalities in its area 

• Provision of technical and strategic assistance to those municipalities willing to join the Covenant 
but lacking the necessary resources to prepare a Sustainable Energy Action Plan 

• Follow-up of the implementation of the action plan in the municipalities in their areas 

• Liaison with the Commission services, including provision of feedback and organisation of joint 
events       

This list is just indicative and by no means exhaustive. 

Any public administration that is in position to provide strategic guidance and technical support to a number 
of municipalities, and is interested in getting involved in the Covenant, may contact the Commission services 
(TREN-COVENANT@ec.europa.eu). 

The degree of involvement in the Covenant, as well as the specific conditions of such involvement, including 
decision making powers, will be negotiated between the Commission services and the supporting structures, 
and then detailed in a specific written agreement.  

Each supporting structure will be explicitly recognised by the Commission as a key actor in the Covenant.  

Once the Covenant's Secretariat becomes operational, this procedure will be updated.    
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