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				European social dialogue refers to discussions, consultations, negotiations and joint actions involving organisations representing the two sides of industry (employers and workers). It takes two main forms:


	a tripartite dialogue involving the public authorities,
	a bipartite dialogue between the European employers and trade union organisations. This takes please at cross-industry level and within sectoral social dialogue committees.



Financial support is given to transnational projects carried out by social partners and others active in the field of industrial relations through the social dialogue budget lines. It is also provided through the European Social Fund (ESF) for capacity-building of social partner organisations at national level.


Consultations


The European Commission consults the social partners on the possible direction of an initiative, in a first stage, and on the content of an initiative, in a second stage.


	Consultations of the social partners
	List of consulted organisations



Representativeness


For an organisation to be recognised as a partner in European social dialogue, it must be organised at the EU level and capable of taking part in consultations and negotiating agreements.


As far as possible, organisations should be representative of all EU Member States, while their national members must be recognised as social partners in the respective countries.


Since 2006, representativeness studies have been carried by the EU agency in charge of research on living and working conditions, Eurofound.


Newsletter


Do you wonder who the EU social partners are and what they do? Are you interested in knowing more about their work and the outcomes of sectoral or cross-industry social dialogues? Or are you a member of a social partner organisation and would like to access the latest news and events from the European Commission and EU agencies in the field of employment and social policy relevant to your organisation?


You can find all this information in the Social Dialogue Newsletter:


	Latest edition (April 2021)
	Previous editions



Social Dialogue on social media


	Follow developments on Twitter: #EUSocDia
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						EU and social partners in Val Duchesse commit to strengthening social dialogue to tackle labour challenges

						

					

				
				
	
				
					
						



		
          	 [image: Alexander De Croo, on the left and Ursula von der Leyen]
          	 

          	 


					

					
						
							30/01/2024

						

						President von der Leyen co-hosts Val Duchesse Social Partners Summit with Belgian Prime Minister De Croo
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						European Commission tribute to Jacques Delors
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