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Why do we need the European Year?

< To better acknowledge the right of people living in
poverty to play a full partin society.

< To build and reinforce partnerships between actors
working to fight poverty and social exclusion.

< Toincrease awareness of the many forms of poverty
and social exclusion, and inspire people to come
together to combat them.

< To generate new impetus in the struggle against
poverty and social exclusion.

The Year also aims to show how more effective solutions
to fighting poverty and social exclusion in the EU can be
found if we are all committed to making a difference.

Events across 29 countries

All 27 EU Member States, as well as Iceland and Norway,
have signed up to the Year and are committed to its aims.

The Year is organised in partnership between participating
countries, the EU, civil society, especially non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), and social partners, who will work
together to ensure its success.

A range of activities will be organised across Europe, such
as awareness-raising campaigns, information sessions in
schools, roundtables and training for the media and
decision-makers.
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The activities and events planned at European level include
two focus weeks, a journalist competition, an art exhibition,
and two major conferences in January and December 2010.

The Year will also help increase the visibility of activities
organised by civil society during 2010.

Poverty and social exclusion come
in many forms

In its most visible form, poverty can mean not having
somewhere to live or food to eat.

It can also mean lacking the resources to meet the
ordinary demands of life, like going to the dentist when
you have toothache, or being able to send your child on
a school trip.

This type of poverty can lead to exclusion as people are
unable to join in the everyday activities that the rest of
society often takes for granted.

Yet, poverty and social exclusion are not an inevitable
part of our society and can be overcome.

Building together a society for all

Solidarity is a fundamental value of the EU with all members
of society sharing the benefits in times of prosperity and the
burden in times of difficulty.

In line with this principle, we need to build a more inclusive
Europe where everyone is able to make a contribution to
society.

EU strategies towards achieving this goal include ensuring
that people have adequate incomes and decent housing,
as well as access to quality services and inclusive labour
markets.

We all have arole to play

Visit the European Year website to find out what's happening
near you and take part in events during the Year.

Get involved by contacting participating organisations in
your country.

Use your creativity to organise your own activities.

Make a commitment to the Year's principles by signing
the online declaration.

We can only win the fight against poverty and social
exclusion if we all work together.



