
 

 

 
 

 
STOP POVERTY NOW: EU TO LAUNCH EUROPEAN YEAR FOR COMBATING 

POVERTY AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION 
 
 

On 21st January 2010, the European Commission and the Spanish Presidency of the 
European Union will officially launch the “2010 European Year for Combating Poverty and 
Social Exclusion” in Madrid, Spain. This opening conference will feature such high level 
speakers as Spanish Prime Minister, José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, the European 
Commission President, José Manuel Duräo Barroso and Trinidad Jiménez García-Herrera, 
Spanish Minister for Health and Social Policy 

 
The European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Vladimír 
Špidla and the Chairman of the Reflection Group on the Future of the European Union, Felipe 
González will both be present to talk about the 2010 European Year for combating poverty and 
social exclusion and the challenges of poverty and social exclusion. Following that, national 
events will also take place across the 27 EU Member States, Norway and Iceland. 
 
The launch conference will see representatives from the Swedish, Hungarian, Belgian, Spanish 
and French national authorities discussing the impact of the Lisbon Strategy on reducing poverty 
in the EU, as well as speakers representing different European bodies and institutions discussing 
post-2010 challenges and commitments. In addition, testimonies from People Experiencing 
Poverty and Social Exclusion will offer participants a unique insight into what this vulnerable 
group must endure on a daily basis. Detailing such trials as accessing adequate and affordable 
housing and financial inclusion will no doubt provide European leaders with invaluable input for 
the 2010 European Year. 
 
Revealing Statistics  
 
The opening conference will also be a perfect occasion to recall recent public opinion results on 
the state of poverty in the European Union. In fact, according to an October 2009 Eurobarometer 
survey on attitudes to poverty and social exclusion, the vast majority of Europeans consider 
poverty to be a widespread problem in their country, and 89 % call for urgent action by their 
government to tackle the problem. 
 
“These results show that Europeans are strongly aware of the problems of poverty and social 
exclusion in today's society and want to see more action to tackle them," said Commissioner  
Špidla. 
 
"While most people see their national government as primarily responsible, three quarters also 
expect the EU to play an important role. Next year's European Year will give us a perfect 
opportunity to put the fight against poverty centre stage across the EU." 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Alarming rates of poverty across the European Union 
 
Almost 80 million people currently live below the poverty line in the EU. Despite an improvement 
in overall living standards over the past decade, poverty and social exclusion remain major issues 
in most countries, although with substantial differences across the EU. Poverty rates calculated 
on the basis of a 60% median national income threshold range from 10 % in the Czech Republic 
and the Netherlands to more than 20 % in Bulgaria, Latvia and Romania. 
 
The 2010 European Year for combating poverty and social exclusion aims at better 
acknowledging the right of people living in poverty to play a full part in society, building and 
reinforcing partnerships between actors working to fight poverty and social exclusion, increasing 
awareness of the many forms of poverty, inspiringe people to come together and to generate new 
impetus in the struggle against poverty and social exclusion. In the 27 Member States, Norway 
and Iceland, hundreds of events will add to the impact of the pan-European campaign. The 2010 
European Year will raise public awareness of and draw further national governments' attention to 
the causes and consequences of poverty and crucially, give a voice to those suffering on a daily 
basis. 
 
 
The event 
 
Thursday 21st January 2010, Madrid, Spain 
 
9.30 - 18.00: Opening Ceremony for the launch of the 2010 European Year for Combating 
Poverty and Social Exclusion including bilateral interviews between speakers, key participants 
and journalists. 
 
20.30: Prado Museum Visit and Cocktail 
 
Speakers (The list below is provisional. Some changes may be made) 
 
Representatives from the Spanish Presidency 
José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero – President of the Spanish Government 
Francisco Moza Zapatero – Secretary-General for Social Policy and Consumer Protection, 
Ministry of Health and Social Policy  
Trinidad Jiménez García-Herrera – Minister for Health and Social Policy  
Miguel Ángel Moratinos – Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
 
Representatives from the European Commission 
José Manuel Durräo Barroso – President of the European Commission 
Vladimir Špidla – European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal 
Opportunities  
Robert Verrue – Director-General for Directorate General Employment, Social Affairs and Equal 
Opportunities 
 
Representative from the Reflection Group on the Future of the European Union 
Felipe González - Chairman of the “Reflection Group on the Future of the European Union” 



 

 

 
 

An independent Reflection Group was established by the European Council to assist the 
European Union in effectively anticipating and meeting challenges in the longer term horizon of 
2020 to 2030. The group of 12 is chaired by Mr. Felipe Gonzalez. It started the work in December 
2008 and shall present its report to the European Council by June 2010.  
 
Representatives from National Authorities 
Philippe Courard – Secretary of State for Social Integration and Combating Poverty, Belgium 
Martin Hirsch – High Commissioner in Active Solidarities against Poverty and High 
Commissioner in Youth, France 
 
Representatives from civil society organisations  
Ludo Horemans – President of EAPN –EU (Anti-Poverty Network) 
John Monks – Secretary General of the European Trade Union Confederation 
Emmanuel Julien – Vice-Chair of Social Affairs Committee, Business Europe 
 
Representatives from People Experimenting Poverty 
Zoltanne Szvoboda, Hungary 
Mirko Grga, Italy 
Geneviève Baert, Belgium 
Idriss Sadi, Spain 
 
Sources 
European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010 
http://2010againstpoverty.eu  
 
More information on EU response to the social impact of the crisis 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=736  
 
EU Coordination to improve social welfare 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=750  
 
Commissioner Špidla's website 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/spidla/index_en.cfm  
 
Eurobarometer on poverty 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=624&furtherNews=yes 


