
 

 

 

 

2010: European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 

Activities in Malta 

 

The Malta programme to mark the 2010: European Year for Combating Poverty and Social 

Exclusion (EY2010) is being steered by The National Implementing Body (NIB). The NIB 

for the European Year 2010 is the Ministry of Education, Employment and the Family.  

The NIB has delegated the implementation of Malta’s National Programme for the EY 

2010 to the Foundation for Social Welfare Services (henceforth FSWS).   

 

A number of national events have been envisaged. These events are being organised in col-

laboration with Government organisations, local authorities, Voluntary organisations and 

other stakeholders. The aim of these events is to raise awareness about vulnerable groups 

in Maltese society that are experiencing or are at risk of poverty and social exclusion.  The 

activities include press breakfasts, seminars and conferences amongst others.  

 

The programme commenced with the launch of EY2010 on the 3rd February. This event 

was attended by various distinctive personalities, including The President of Malta, H.E. 

George Abela, the EU Commissioner for Health and Social Affairs and former Minister for 

Social Policy John Dalli. The inaugural conference outlined the main activities planned 

and the purpose of the year and brought together the different local stakeholders.   The 10 

newly appointed EY Ambassadors were also present at the ceremony where each one de-

livered a message. 

 

The awareness raising activities commenced in March. During this month, the European 

Year was visible in three main activities. These activities were the Foundation for Social 

Welfare Services Strategy Day attended by more that 500 people. In addition the Interna-

tional Job Fair held during a weekend was open to the general public, which attracted 

thousands of job seekers.  On the 26
th

 March, a presentation about the European Year Pro-

gramme was delivered to the MEUSAC Core Group. The core group brings together dif-

ferent local stakeholders from civil society, the political arena and the business commu-

nity.  

 

 The following month in April the EY was also visible during the XIV AMSAC World 

Congress – Fight Poverty, attended by over 500 foreign delegates.  



 

 

 

 

 

The month of May was full of activities where the EY branding was present. On the 3
rd

 

May the radio campaign was initiated on all nine local commercial radio stations. More-

over, this year’s Europe Day celebration held on the 7
th

 May was dedicated to the Euro-

pean Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. This event was organised by the 

European Parliament Office in Malta and the European Commission Representation in 

Malta. Thousands of primary and senior school children attended the activities in Valletta.  

Moreover, some senior students had the opportunity to participate in a debate at the House 

of Representatives with Commissioner John Dalli, Minister Dolores Cristina, Head of EC 

Rep in Malta William Martin, and Head of EP in Malta Julian Vassallo. These students 

demonstrated keen awareness of serious issues underlining poverty and social exclusion in 

front of Members of Parliament.  

 

The National Focus Week was organised between the 10
th

 and the 16
th

 of May. Various 

activities were held. A series of dialogue meetings, which focused on employment, with 

the involvement of political and governmental sector, were held on three consecutive eve-

nings whereby the public had the opportunity to raise their concerns and views. These dia-

logues were also held in commemoration of the International Worker’s Day.  

 

During the focus week the EY was visible in the following conferences: 5
th

 National Plat-

form of Maltese NGDO seminar – Development Education; the Social Security – Informa-

tion and Awareness; the National Commission for Persons with Disability (KNPD) confer-

ence – Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion – Through Anti Discrimination. Further-

more, an interesting debate was held by the fourth year law students on child poverty with 

the participation of distinctive speakers in the social and political field.  Again the focus 

was on education as the crucial point to eradicate poverty.  This activity was followed by a 

seminar on women’s social benefits and pensions.  

 

Other activities included an exhibition on the hard work carried out by Voluntary sector 

and other stakeholders. This was held at the foyer of The Ministry of Education, Employ-

ment and the Family. Another focus week activity was the street drama episodes spread 

over four days, three of which were held in capital city Valletta and one in Buskett, Rabat. 

A drama troupe by means of three different episodes gave a taste of the difficulties encoun-

tered by people facing poverty and social exclusion. Each time this activity attracted a 

large crowd of passers-by. The drama troupe interacted with the audience to further ex-

plain the episode.  Each episode had an impact on the audience so much so that some 

members of the audience even offered support.   



 

 

 

 

The Focus Week ended with two events for families held in Valletta and at Buskett on 

Sunday 16
th

 May. The WorldFest activity in Valletta also marked the International Day of 

World Fair Trade and the event in Buskett was teamed with the Parent and Child Spring 

Fair. The main focus was the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. 

 

On Monday 17
th

 May, the EY branding was present during the national commemorative 

event of the International Day against Homophobia organised by Malta Gay Rights 

Movement.  

 

Following the success of the awareness raising held in the previous weeks, at the end of 

May the NIB launched the first of a series of six Press Breakfasts. This was held on the 

28th May. The NIB is dedicating the press breakfasts to the various vulnerable groups as 

represented by the appointed local EY Ambassadors. During their presentations, the 

Ambassadors underline the realities and difficulties faced by the target vulnerable groups 

that they are representing. They also outline what actions need to be taken to combat pov-

erty and social exclusion.  The first press briefing focused on issues of homelessness as  

well as issues relating to asylum seekers.  

 

In June, on the occasion of the commemoration of the International Children’s Day, a visit 

to St. Paul Primary School in the north of the island was carried out by the EY Ambassa-

dor Helen D’Amato, representing children and youths. Ms. D’Amato is also the new Chil-

dren’s Commissioner. In order to commemorate the International Day against Drug Abuse 

and Illicit Trafficking, the NIB teamed up with Sedqa, which is the government organisa-

tion addressing addiction problems. The event whereby the EY was visible was the launch 

of a new multimedia educational CD. This tool aims to help students in post-secondary 

schools sift between fact and fiction when it comes to illicit drug use.  

 

The second press breakfast was held on 25
th

 June. During this press briefing mental health 

and children were discussed. The third press breakfast was held on 30 July and highlighted 

issues related to domestic violence and the elderly. All three press breakfasts were held at 

the Dar l-Ewropa conference hall, European Commission Representation’s office. During 

the month of August, the EY was visible during the Youth Exchange Programme. Seventy 

students from Finland, Czech and Malta participated. The Youth Exchange theme was 

poverty and social exclusion.  



 

 

 

 

 

During the month of September the fourth Press Breakfast was held in Sannat, Gozo. This 

Press breakfast held on the 24
th

 September underlined the regional dimension of poverty 

and social exclusion and addressed the theme of Long-term Unemployment and Persons 

with Disability.  

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

The final two press breakfasts are scheduled for the coming months. On the 29
th

 October 

the issues of victims of addiction and ex-prisoners will be discussed while the last press 

breakfast on 26
th

 November will serve to brief journalists on what has been done and 

achieved during the year.  

 

The International Day for the Elderly will be commemorated on the 1
st
 October. It is 

planned that the EY Ambassador Ms. Rose Sammut together with the Parliamentary Secre-

tary for the Elderly Hon. Mario Galea will visit an elderly person at his/her residence. An 

event commemorating the World Mental Health Day and endorsed by the NIB will be a 

Music Literary evening to be held at Mount Carmel Hospital gardens.  

 

As part of the International Day against Poverty, on 17
th

 October, there will be a Bell Ring-

ing activity by all Parish Churches in Malta and Gozo. The aim of this activity will be to 

sensitise people to the reality of poverty and social exclusion.  

 

A round table conference organised by the NIB in collaboration with Caritas Malta and 

Anti Poverty Network with the participation of Caritas Europa is being coordinated for 

November. 

 

Towards the end of the year, the EY will be visible as part of the commemorative events of 

the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women to be held in No-

vember and the International Day of Persons with Disabilities planned for December. The 

NIB will provide its support to these two commemorative events and the theme of poverty 

and social exclusion will be outlined. A national closing event is envisaged during the 

month of December. This event will also include the presentation of the Journalist Award 

to the national winner.   

 

 


