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Winner print/online 
 
David Cohen 

Article title: "The dispossessed: Babies buried four to a 

grave - not Dickens but London today"  

Published in: Evening Standard, 01/05/2010 

David Cohen is the chief feature writer on the London Evening Standard and author of 
the paper’s 2010 Dispossessed Campaign. He was shortlisted for the Paul Foot Award 
2010 for investigative/ campaigning journalist of the year in the UK, and also the 2010 
Bevins Prize for his outstanding investigative journalism. In 2007 he was short-listed for 
feature writer of the year at the British Press Awards. He has published two critically 
acclaimed books: Chasing the Red, White, and Blue, a social travelogue about poverty, 
social exclusion and race in America that won the Jenny Crwys-Williams Prize for Book 
of the Year in 2002, and People Who Have Stolen from Me, which launched the Picador 
Africa series in 2004. He was born in Birmingham, grew up in Johannesburg and has 
lived in London since 1987. He was educated at Oxford (PPE) and later travelled to the 
US on a Harkness Fellowship.  
 
 



 



 



 



 

 

 



Winner AV 

Katie Stallard 

Report title: "Rural poverty"  

Published in: Sky News, 01/01/2010 

Katie Stallard is Sky News’ West of England Correspondent.  Based in the UK, she is 
responsible for an extensive patch covering the South West of England and Wales. 
 
Since taking up the post in 2008 she has covered a series of high-profile criminal cases, 
including the conviction of Plymouth nursery paedophile Vanessa George, and an 
exclusive investigation into the prevalence of female paedophilia. 
 
In 2010 she became the first British journalist to travel to the remote ‘Iceberg Alley’ 
region of Greenland to investigate the new British Arctic oil exploration there. 
 
Katie joined Sky in 2003 as a runner, working her way up through Showbiz and World 
News to become a London reporter in 2006. 
  
Katie has a first class honours degree in English from University College London, where 
she won a National Student TV Award for her programme about the invasion of Iraq.  
 
Katie is from the North of Scotland. 
 
Summary: "Rural poverty" 
 
The beauty of this place is also its curse. 

A beauty that lures people in, and prices people out. 

A beauty that can hide real hardship underneath. 

Unemployed Fisherman - Paul Carlyon: ‘From living in a house to living in a car… and 
now I’m living in a shared house in a hostel so I’ve lost everything I ever worked for, 
basically.’ 

Paul Carlyon worked these boats for 20 years – when the fishing fleets were cut he lost 
his job, then his home, and finally his family when his marriage broke down under the 
strain. 

This is the Cornwall you don’t see. 

Paul Carlyon: ‘You’re trapped.  And ok it’s beautiful on the outside, but on the inside 
there isn’t a lot going, other than what you can see, there isn’t a lot of industry other than 
this, and there’s people going out of business in this every day of the year.  And there 
isn’t the support and the help really that bigger towns and cities and counties got.’ 

One in five of the rural population are living below the poverty line, but because their 
numbers are scattered and dispersed across the countryside we’re not confronted with 
the issue. 



Government’s Rural Advocate – Dr Stuart Burgess: ‘Poverty in rural areas is basically 
hidden poverty – it’s not in your face so much as it is in urban areas.  The scale of it is 
around 700,000 households, and if you brought all of those people together it would 
create a large city, so they are, if you like, the forgotten people in rural areas.’ 

Plumber – Graham Salter: ‘This is currently where I’m living with my partner and my son, 
we have this one room, one half of the wardrobe for our clothes,a nd what you see 
around.’ 

Graham and his partner moved into this one room in his father’s house two years ago - 
they’ve put their money into a community self-build scheme and should have been into 
their new house by now, but it’s still bogged down in the planning stages. 

Graham: ‘It’s losing the community – if people have to keep moving away the actual 
base and the history is getting moved on as well.  I grew up here, this is my roots, and I 
have a 10-month-old son and want him to grow up here too, want him to grow up where 
his parents, where his grandparents grew up.  You know, we shouldn’t have to move 
away, we should be able to grow up in the area we were born in.’ 

Poverty means different things to different people: losing your home, losing your 
livelihood, losing your community. 

 

The way of life here has always been hard, and the people are no stranger to the 
struggle, but it’s what’s going on beneath the surface that’s now the issue – and the 
hidden hardship beyond the rural idyll. 

 

The national winners were selected by a national jury which consisted 
of: 

- Jan Krauss, EC Representation 

- Elspeth Darby, NIB Representation 

- Martin Benedyk, UK News Editor for The Associated Press TV department 

- June Burroughs, EY2010 Ambassador and Founder Director of the Pierian 
Centre 

 

 

 

 


