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® VAXA UPP FATTIG

Raka stoltaryggar, snygga moves och forlosande skraitt.
Janet Chikane lagger all sin lediga tid pa att visa att sjalv-
kinslan och framtidsiron inte ska sitta i vare sig mirkes-

skor, gatuadress eller fordldrars inkomstkuvert.

”Man maste bara
fortséitta Kimpa”

« Onsdag eflenmiddag pd bussen
drdoch

Fdmmigt listar gg Janet Chikane
mot rutan, Blundar 3l helt kort, De
dagliga bussturerna ar andhdlen i
wardagen, Snart sea hongd avi Kroks-
biéck och vara dansdraven Janet, Den
eoola, den som flickoma pa fritidsgdr-
den ser upp tll, sor har T-shirts med
sehysta tryek, hdrrosetter pé sned den
och rosa nagellack, Som har dansat
pd P3-puldgalan och med flara svens-
kahiphopartister, som liknar de coo-
la Mew York-brudarna frin senaste
videoklippet, som har Blivitndgm.

- Jag har berdttat fir dem att min
marnria & stadare och firklacar ofta
ftr dern att allaintehar fina klader el-
ler ritta Mikeskor, att det inte ardet
wilktiga. Jag och min syster hade inte
heller det ndr w1 var and. Jag vill lira
flickorna i dansgruppen att std med
ralrygg.

gjalv har hon bestime sy {81 ant
aldrig ursakta sin bakgrund.

- Jag hoppas att alla som hardet sf
som i hade det, gka sluta skimmas,

Honhoppar av bussen I fritidsgir-
den Flammans lilla danssal luktar det
foravett, wigeama i slivet orédaskipa,
Ett gang tho- och elvadriza tsfer stud-
sar spralligt upp och ned, ¥Var och en
fir en kram,

Wir hon tryeker igén g hergspranga-
ren pé binken frller dancehallevimen
rurara et och fekorna hittar ornedel-
bart in i sina inatbetade moves, Ja-
net ropar ut sn upprantran och dna
bannor,

- Jag will gira ndgot bra av mitt liv
och ar flickornas. Jag will kanna att
jag behifivs, siger Janet Chikane,

Att ge det hon ar bra pd 61l Lick-
orna, dansen, ir viktigare dn pengar
Iprincip staller hon upp grat s Efter
heltidsjobbet som barnskdtare kom-
mer hon hitflera génger { veckan, fir
att hillai dansgruppen, ta med flick-
orna pd tivlingar och for att trina
med sin egen grupp Bowdown, Flick-
orna betalar hundra kronor om dret
{1 att vara med, mer skulle vara fir
myelket fir flera av dem.

- Jag vill ge fickorns, som kande
ha varit jag g 4lv som bam, hopp, De
dér tightsen som alla andra har, eller
eoola skorna, de kan £4 dem s34 smé-
ningom, man mdste barafortsatta att

"lagslcker imode och vadsomar ute och nne. Jagharmin
stiloch & nspiration frdn intemet, frén tiejerna i US A", sager
JanetChilane

kimpa, siger Janet Chikane innan
hon héjer volymmern.

» Stndag eftermiddag pa Ramels
vig Herrgdrden.

Mamma Victora Cuidel frller soff-
bordet med skilar: spenatrira, kyek-
ling gryta, riz och burkar med lask, P4
helgerna brukar de ita dllsammans
och alla skoekas nant bord et med sina
tallrilear, Fér att spara pengar bor de
fem barnen fortfarande kvar i fyra-
rumsligenheten De delar pé rum-
men, Aldsta dottern som ar 26 4rhar
eget, 23-4riga Janet och 20-driga sys
tern Julie Chikane delar ett, mamrman
har ett och pappan och sinerna, 35
respektive 19 41 gamla, sover § sovw
sackar i vardag surmeat,

- Wiharinte haft ndgon ber, 19 ol
var mindre gillde det att priomtera,
det gick knappt, Inga veckopengar
och sadant, Mer ijamfdrel se medhar
fattigt jag hade det som barn i Chile
tycker jag and4 att jag setr £l apt
Warat oss, sdger Victoria Quidel,

Janet och Julle Chilane hiller med,
Wisst har de Klarat sig, Men det har
haft et pris, Kanslan av att inte kun-
na fi det andra barm fir: nya klader,
sernester ellerintrdde pd Rosengdrds
badet, Men framfir allt inte pengar
il avgiften firen danskurs, som de
drémde si innerlige om nir de var
ygre,

- Wi #dg annorlunda ut eftersom
vira klider ofta var fynd frin loppi-
sar, sdger Julie Chikane,

Innan pappan blev ukpensionir
jobbade han pd en fabrik. Mamman

Ingaursdkter
*Jag hoppas
attallasom
hardetsa
som vi hade
det, skasluta
shdmmas.”
Janet Chilcane.

80

miljoner mEnnislor
Lewer under fat-
tigdomsgranseni
ELL 1@miljoner au
dessa &rbarn. 2010
ar utnam il det
europeishadret

fir belEmpning av
fattigdom ochso-
cial utestangning. |
Sverige har ESF-ra-
det fatt regeringens
Uppdrag att 3dmi-
nistrera tera dret,
att uppmarlsamma
ochsynliggdrafa-
tigdomen i landet.

stadade till klockan tio varje kvall
och jobbade ofta extra pd helgema
fir att fi pengarna att ricka mina-
denut,

— Minns n nar v alla fick g och
Ifipa td lopekdingar var i affiren ? Det
var ett erbjudands, man fck bara
kdpa twd stycken per person, si mam-
ma skickadehela faniljen, en och en,
siger Janet Chikane

Det dr sddant Wictoria Cuddel gdr.
Eostar bridet twd kronor mindre 3
ena affaren och kilopriset pd kittfars
arlagrei den andra girhon till bdda
ochhandlar, Klider arvs eller kipspé
loppizar [ dag har hon frndat billige
tyg pa Tkea som ska sys till Gverkast
it flickorna,

—Jag minns hur v stod § kin ll
Rida Eorsets utflykter under som-
rnaren, sager Julie Chikane, Hur stort
det var nar vl fck £8lja med w1l ski-
nes djurpark. En ging dkte vitill Tos-
selilla, Oh, det var verkligen the chit
fiir oss.

SnabbtldrdesigJanetoch 11z srstem
Julie att Klippa sinder T-chirts, mixt
1a och triva, Rtk breakdancenoves
varhdrdvalutai skolan och nar devar
tretton och elva startade de sin egen
dansgrupp. Attfamilien inte haderdd
till den dtrdvirda danskursen skulle
inte £4 stoppa dem. De slmllebli bist
andd,

Mien som tondringar blev Janets
och Julies lingtan efter allt de wille
ha for stark, Halva barnbidraget be-
hivie mammar, det som blev kvar
rdckte inte till ndr de ville se ut som
dem med fetare plinbok, Systrarna
birjade matta.

—Jag ville sé girna ta mig ur rol-
len som Eosengdrdstjef och ha rie
klader fir att hinga med, siger Julie
Chikane Hade vi inte haft 54 bra fa-
milj hade v unnat varalmarkare pid
ratanidag.

Till slut dkcte Julie Chilane fast och
polisen Imackade pd familjens dirr,

—Jag vigste inget innan dess Jag
jobbade ju alltid och triffade bara er
Té morgonen. IEr jag kom hem frin
jobbet pd kvallen 54 sovni, sager Vie-
toria Cuidel

Idag kan de kipa nya jeans. Eide
storasyster Marjorie Macarena Chi-
del och Janet Chikane har fitt jobb

Benjamin Anderbergdansar

i Janet Chilcanes grupp Bow-
«down_Har visar de LeilaQuin-
1oz, Aliyah Bergswdm, Lotti Fol
gar, HaomiQuintos och Jazmine
Tamalthoe moves att ranapd.

Pédbussentran osengirduillldroles-
bédchar lillebror Thomas Chilane och

so1n barnskdtare, Stirre delen av -
nerna ger detill mamman, och farnil-
jenharnuen helt anman sammanlagd
inkomst Darfir i soffuma i vard ags-
rummet athytta, en platt-+v stdrvid g-
dan o och llebror Thomas har £
Tlader som han ar ndjd med av sina
SPSHrar

- Marnmma sa alltid at v skolle fixa
skolan i1 att inte bl stidare som
hon, Hon visadeoss hur myelket det
diter. ¥ fick ocksd se hur mycket hon
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lcompisen Labinot Dauti félitmed Janet
Chilcane.

kimpade, sdger Janer Chikane,

Genom dren har systrarma fortsatt
att dansa. Hijdpunkten var nar de
fick dansa pd drets P3-guldgala.

- Nu dntligen kinnerjag attvi finns § het avfattigdom?
med. Attjag drndgm, sager Julie Ch Berdtta pd syd-
kane. ; svenskanse/

i Inpalivet
» Tisdag kv Sl pdrokshids fittkds- :

+ @ Har du erfaren-

Ben flyger { vadrer, ndgon grneri :
spagat, e atman staller g pd kanpt-

| —
@ BERATTA

sens alar Janer Chikane gir &t ddan,
torkar svetten frin parman, Hon har
feber och bordebidda ner sig, men
villinte gira tjejerma besvilma,

— Dans betyder allt for mig, siger
hon

Hon beriattar om gldden hon kan se
i sméfickornas dgon: are Bl ndgon,
att viga stricka pd dg.

Aldre tondningar samlas pé bin-
karna runt salen, Klappar och nickar
wppskartande, Tigierna vickan vifiar

Systrama har jor ie MacarenaQuideloch lanet och Julie Chitane tittar pébilder fr &nnér de var
smid. "Sernisd annor indav isdzut? ", sarer Julie.

och stwrrat rakal ryeg en frandr kil-

larma med huvor pé binken,
- Kom igen nu mina daneehall

queens! ropar Janet Chikane

TEXT: HAR A WELIN
gt
oz

FOTO: IRISTOFFER HELLMAN
Itofetdnen

FAKTA

Vem dr fattg?

# Fattigdom kan ralmas pAtwd s3tt. Som
abwsolut fattigdonm nér individens eller famil-
jens elonomi ligger under denfastslagna
summanfér elonomiskt bistdnd, och som
relatinfattigdom nEr inkomsten & mindre
3n &0 procert 3vmedelinkomsten fir lan-
dets befollining (EU:s standard).

# Samtidigt som andelen absolut fattiga
har minslat de senaste 3ren, har andelen
relativt fattiga dlat. Flest fattigafinns
blandinwandrare, ensamstiende mannmaer,
ungdarnar achi sarskilt utsatta bostadsom-
raden

30,3

procent av barnen i lalma dr fattiga, en-
ligt Radda Barnens matning s o ralknar
sacialbidragstagare och familjer medlig
inlcoen ststandard. 17 procert bor i bistands-
hushall. Det & higst i landet. | Lomma &
andelen f3ttiga barn 3,3 procent.

230 000

barn ralonas somfattigal helalandet,
Siffrorna & himtade frin R dda Barnens
senaste rapport och byg ger pé statistilcfrin
2006, N Swerige var mitt i en haglkon-
Junltur.

Det senaste Srets lois tyder ph att antalet
fattiganu diar. 2009 betalade kommuner-
i3 Ut 20 procent mer i elonarmiskt bistand,
bortsett frin stodet till asylsdlande, 0 Sret
inirar.

I(illa: Rédda Barnen och Socialstyrelsen

Kiyftomaikar

# Sacialbidragsnormenfaststilldes 1985
och baserades pd vad somda ans3gs vara en
slelig lewnads nivd, Summan ralnas upp ef-
terinflation och lionsume neprisindes:, men
ingen hansyntas till hur vanor och standard
forandras dwer tid hos befalliningen som
helhet.

# Dagens norm by gger till stor del pi denna
25 ar gamla berdlning, Bistindstagares
mdjligheter att leva ett liv som Lilnar Medel-
Swenssons har fFersEmrats rejalt.

53 hdr lcommenterar Bérn Hallerdd, pro-
fessor isociologi wid Gateborgs universitet,
dettafalcturm: Wi miste bestimma oes fir
williet samialle vl il ha, hur stora Iy fear
wi accepterar. Sliade som arfattigatafila
med pé thget™

NASTA AVSNITT

sy |
B
il 5 pien)

# Fattiga barn och ungdomar k&nner ofta
sléarm.

TIPsA 05s!

# Har di eqna bersittelser, tips pa spin-
niande rmanniskor eller firslag pé dmnen
i bidrta upp 8 3r du villommen att
e-posta, sihvaelerringa,
Itortaktu ppaifterna Hitar du 3
dverst pd sidan, Jag ser fram
ernot att hiira v dig!
MARLA WERNER
Feedalmtir, Inp livet




Translation

Growing up poor
“You just have to keep on fighting”

Proud, straight backs, cool moves and a good laugh. Janet Chikane
devotes all her free time to showing that self-confidence and hope for the
future don’t depend on designer shoes, what street you live in or how
much your parents earn.

Wednesday afternoon, on the bus between Rosengard and Kroksback.

Janet Chikane leans against the window sleepily and dozes off for a moment.
Her daily bus journeys are a welcome break in her schedule. Soon she’ll get off
at Kroksback and become Janet the dance teacher. The cool lady the girls at the
leisure centre look up to, the one with t-shirts with cool prints, rosettes in her hair
and pink nail varnish. The one who danced at the P3 golden gala and alongside
Swedish hip-hop stars who look like cool brothers from New York on the latest
video clip, the one who has become someone.

“I've told them my mum is a cleaner, and I’'m always telling them that not
everyone has fine clothes or the right Nike shoes, that isn’t important. Me and my
sister didn’t have those either when we were small. | want to teach the girls in the
dance group to stand with their heads held high.”

For herself, she has decided never to apologise for her background.

“I hope everyone who lives like we did will stop being ashamed.”

She jumps off the bus. In the little dance hall at the Flamman leisure centre, it
smells of feet and the walls are worn and dirty grey. A gaggle of ten and eleven-
year-old girls bounce friskily up and down. Each of them gets a hug.

When she switches on the ghetto-blaster on the bench, the dance-hall rhythms
fill the room and the girls immediately start on their practised moves. Janet
shouts encouragement and scolds.

“I want to make something good of my life and the girls.” | want to feel needed,”
says Janet Chikane.

Giving the girls what she’s good at — dancing — is more important than money.
She basically works for free. After her full-time job as a child carer, she comes
here several times a week to hold the dance group, take the girls to contests and
train with her own group, Bowdown. The girls pay one hundred SEK a year to
take part — more would be too much for many of them.

“l want to give these girls, who might have been me as a child, hope. Those
tights everyone else has, or cool shoes, they can get those eventually, but they
just have to go on fighting,” says Janet Chikane before turning up the volume.
Sunday afternoon at Ramels vag, Herrgarden.

Mother Victoria Quidel is laying the coffee table with bowls:
spinach puree, chicken casserole, rice and cans of soft drinks. At
weekends they usually eat together and everyone crowds round the
table with their plates. To save money, the five children still live at
home in the three-bedroom flat. They share rooms. The eldest



daughter, 26, her own room, 23-year-old Janet and her 20-year-old
sister Julie Chikane share one, their mother has one and their father
and sons, 35 and 19, sleep in sleeping bags in the living room.

“We don’t have any luxury. When we were smaller we had to
prioritise, things went short. No pocket money or anything. But
compared to how poor | was as a child in Chile | still think | made
sure we managed OK,” says Victoria Quidel.

Janet and Julie Chikane agree. They have certainly managed. But
it's come at a price. The feeling of not being able to have what other
children got: new clothes, holidays or being able to go to Rosengard
swimming pool. But above all, no money for a dance course, which
they dreamed of so passionately when they were younger.

“We looked different because our clothes were often things we
picked up at flea markets,” says Julie Chikane.

Before their father went on an invalidity pension, he worked in a factory. Their
mother cleaned until ten pm every day and often worked extra at weekends to get
the money to last the month.

‘Do you remember when we all had to go and buy two chickens each at the
shop? It was an offer, you were only allowed to buy two each, so mum sent the
whole family, one by one,” says Janet Chikane.

That's the kind of thing Victoria Quidel does. If bread costs two SEK less in one
shop and mince is cheaper by the kilo in another, she’ll go to both to shop.
Clothes they either fall heir to or buy at flea markets. Today, she has found two
cheap pieces of fabric at Ikea which she’ll sew into bedspreads for the girls.

“I remember how we queued for the Red Cross excursions in the summer,”
says Julie Chikane. How great it was when we got to go to Skane Zoo. Once we
went to Tosselilla. Oh, that was really the shit for us.”.

Janet and younger sister Julie quickly learned to cut up t-shirts, mix and
match. The right breakdance moves were hard currency at school, and when they
were 13 and 11, they started their own dance group. They weren’t going to be
stopped just because the family couldn’t afford the much-coveted dance class.
They were still going to be the best.

But as teenagers, Janet and Julie’s longing to have everything they wanted got
too strong. Their mother needed half of their child support, and what was left
wasn’t enough when they wanted to look like those with more money. So the
sisters started to steal.

—“l so much wanted to get out of my role as this girl from Rosengéard and have
the right clothes to hang in,” says Julie Chikane. “If we hadn’t had such a good
family, we might have been doing drugs on the streets today.”.

In the end, Julie Chikane was arrested and the police were knocking on the
family’s door.

‘I knew nothing before that. | was working the whole time and only met you in the
mornings. When | came home in the evenings from work you were already
asleep,” says Victoria Quidel.



Today they can buy new jeans. Both big sister Marjorie Macarena Quidel and
Janet Chikane have got jobs as child carers. They give a large part of
their wages to their mother, and the family now has a total income of a very
different order. So there are new sofas in the living room, a flatscreen TV beside
it, and little brother Thomas has got clothes he likes from his sisters.
“Mum always said we should finish school so we wouldn’t be cleaners like her. She
showed us how tiring it is. And we could see how much she was struggling,” says
Janet Chikane.
Over the years, the sisters have continued to dance. The highlight was when they
took part in the annual P3 golden gala.
“‘Now, at last, | feel that | belong. That | am someone,” says Julie Chikane.

e Tuesday evening at Kroksback leisure centre.

There are legs flying all over the place, someone doing the splits, someone else
standing on their friend’s shoulders. Janet Chikane goes to one side, dries the
sweat off her brow. She has a high temperature and should be in bed, but she
doesn’t want to disappoint the girls.

‘Dance means everything to me,” she says.

She talks about the glow she can see in the little girls’ eyes: to be someone, to
dare to push yourself.

The older teenagers gather round the benches at the edge of the room, clapping
and nodding enthusiastically. The girls sway, wave and twirl, backs straight, in
front of the boys lying on the bench.

“Come on now, my dance hall queens! shouts Janet Chikane.



The national winner was selected by a national jury which consisted
of:

- Gabiriella Nilsson, EC Representation

- Christian Rabergh, Programme Director Swedish ESF Council (NIB)

- Lotta Gréning, Journalist Expressen Newspaper

- Dilsa Demirbag-Sten, National Ambassador, Freelance journalist and author
- Sonja Wallbom, EAPN Executive Committee member

- Helene Sigfridsson, National Ambassador, Head of Makal6sa Foraldrar



