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Ingvill Bryn Rambøl (40) is a freelance journalist living and working in Oslo, Norway. Her 
work is published in various magazines, such as A-magasinet, Tara, Mamma and 
Fagbladet. She started her career at the age of 18, with a short engagement with the 
newspaper Aftenposten, and has been active in the profession ever since, including 13 
years as reporter, producer and assignment editor in The Norwegian Broadcasting 
Corporation. She has a Bachelor degree from the University of Oslo, and an MA from 
the University of Southampton, UK.  
 











Translation 

Access prohibited for poor people 
 
“I did not consider myself poor until the other children began bullying me about 
it,” says Line Hinrichsen Sjøberg 
 
 
EXCLUDED: Line Hinrichsen Sjøberg (20) loved football, but was not included in the 
football team as a child. Photograph: Inger Marie Grini 
 
 
Many thousands of Norwegian children are unable to participate in sports and leisure 
activities because their parents cannot afford it. A new book describes what it is like to 
be a poor child in a rich country. 
 
Being different 
Line grew up in Skien together with her mother and two older siblings. She was an active 
tomboy who loved to build huts in the woods and to hang around on the football pitch 
with her older brother. During the first years at school, she was popular with the boys 
because she was funny and did not play with Barbie dolls like the other girls. She was 
hard-working and able in class. 

 
But then everything changed. The children began to notice that she wore clothes handed 
down from her brother. That she did not have her own bicycle. That she did not have 
trainers when they went on class trips. When the whole class was to go to an outdoor 
pursuits centre in Class 6, Line was the only one who did not go with them. That was 
when she realised: they could not afford it. They were different. 
 
Line, who is 20 now, is one of five young people who tell their story in the book 

Barnefattigdom (Child Poverty) which is being published shortly before Christmas. The 

book is the result of collaboration between Save the Children, Framfylkingen, LO, 

several trade union federations, directorates and Fafo Institutt for arbeidslivs- og 

velferdsforskning (Fafo Institute for Labour and Social Research), and is edited by Fafo 

researcher Tone Fløtten. 
 
“Poverty is a lack of opportunity to participate in society on an equal footing with others” 
Tone Fløtten, Fafo researcher 
 
Doubled in ten years 

“There was no comprehensive overview of information about childhood poverty in 

Norway. Until ten years ago childhood poverty was not even a topic of discussion here in 

Norway. To a large extent, this is due to the fact that we have little poverty compared 

with other countries,” says Fløtten. 



 

What does it mean to grow up in poverty in one of the world’s richest countries? To be 

poor in Norway is not necessarily about not having enough food, clothes or a roof over 

one’s head. Poverty is relative. Poverty is a lack of opportunity to participate in society 

on an equal footing with others. 
 
Income is a standard gauge of poverty. When a family’s income is less than 60 percent 

of the average income, it is usual to define the family as poor. Based on this, there 

should be 85,000 children living in poverty in Norway. This is 35,000 more than ten 

years ago. 

 
Excluded 
Line loved football. Her dearest wish was to play in the club team. When she was in 
Class Five, she saved all the money she could. She picked flowers and sold pretty little 
bunches. She walked people’s dogs in the neighbourhood and rang old ladies’ doorbells 
and asked if they needed help with anything. Within six months, she had enough to buy 
football boots and a Beckham shirt. Proud and full of anticipation, she turned up for 
training. She was ready. Finally she was going to show what she was made of. 
 
“Then I was just told that there were no vacancies on the team. I did not quite get it, 
because such a team never had a full complement. I think it was because I was not good 
enough. Not at football, because I could outplay all of them. It was about me having a 
lower rank than the others. That I was not part of the gang. It hurt.” 
 
Social benefits 
In order to reach a better understanding of what child poverty in Norway actually is, 

Fløtten and Norwegian researcher Axel West Pedersen conducted a study of the 

benefits which people consider most necessary for growing up in Norwegian society. It 

lists benefits such as holidays abroad, one’s own mobile telephone, a bicycle and new 

clothes, and asked respondees to tick off what they thought all Norwegian children over 

ten years old should be able to afford. Activities score highly. Well over 90 percent think 

that all children, for example, should be able to afford to participate in organised leisure 

activities and to go to birthdays. 
 
“I think it is interesting that such importance is attached to social benefits. That children 

can participate in activities is considered more important than material benefits. Holidays 

abroad, for example, come far down the list of what people think is necessary,” says 

Fløtten. 

 
Leisure costs 

At the same time the study shows that 15 percent of children do not participate in 

organised leisure activities. Approximately 3 percent indicate their financial position as 



the reason for not participating. A quarter of children in low-income families do not 

participate in organised activities at all. 
 

“We know that there are some children who do not participate in leisure activities and we 

know that poor children and children from immigrant families participate less than others. 

What is important now is to ensure that the children who wish to can be included. That 

we have a policy which makes it possible to take part without it costing a fortune,” says 

Fløtten. 

 

Gravitated towards the wrong crowd 

Line never touched her football boots again. She stayed at home a lot, ate for comfort 

and grew quite fat. This did not exactly help the bullying. So she went out and found 

other friends. Friends who were involved in vandalism and hooliganism and who 

accepted her for who she was. 
 

“Finances should not prevent children from being able to engage in leisure activities,” 

says Line today. 
 

Now she lives in lodgings and manages to take care of herself and two cats. It is two 

years since she got her life back on an even keel again, and she is well on the way to 

completing a foundation course in the building trade. 

 

“There is always some child who cannot afford to take part in activities, and then the 

school or the municipality must help. If not, young people are left sitting around at home 

and it is easier for them to end up in environments where they do stupid things.” 

 

Social inclusion 

Both researchers and politicians are also clear about precisely this point. The 

government’s plan of measures against poverty from 2006 states that, “it is particularly 

important to ensure social inclusion of children and young people, who, on account of 

their parents’ financial and social situation, are at risk of being excluded from activities in 

the context of school and leisure time.” 

 

Since 2004, the state has granted subsidies to a range of municipalities and 

neighbourhoods with a large proportion of children living in poverty. In 2008 NOK 26 

million was granted for such measures, spread over 51 municipalities. The money has 

been used for help with homework, support for subscriptions and equipment, summer 



camps and family outings. Some municipalities have also set up their own equipment 

banks under the management of athletic clubs, where families can borrow equipment for 

sports activities for children. 

 

Most of the help is channelled through child welfare and social security offices. The 

question is whether it reaches those who need it most. 

 
Concealing poverty 

“Children are world champions at concealing poverty,” says Marianne Borgen, director of 

the Save the Children programme in Norway. 

 

“Children who grow up in low-income families may not mention that they have been 

invited to a birthday party at home because they know that they cannot afford a present. 

They do not even ask for permission to be able to go on the class trip, they just say they 

have a stomach ache on the day. Nor do they say anything about how they would like to 

join a band or play football. And then no application for a subsidised subscription is sent 

out either.” 

 
Ask the children 

“In a society where more and more children’s activities are organised through school 

leisure arrangements, athletic clubs and cultural institutions, it increasingly costs more 

money to play with other children. As a result, poverty leads to social exclusion,” Borgen 

thinks. “And therefore measures against poverty must not only involve having parents in 

work, but also having children involved in activities. To discover the consequences of 

family poverty as experienced by children, we must begin to listen to the children 

themselves more,” says Borgen. 
 

“Employees at NAV offices (Norwegian social security) must start talking to children, not 

just counting them. They must ask them what they lack and what they would like. They 

must take children seriously and consider them as full consumers of our social benefits, 

not just as an appendage of their parents. 
 

When Marianne Borgen says this to employees at social security offices, she faces 

reactions. Some say they are not trained to speak to children. Others say they want to 

protect children from the family’s problems. 
 

“This is a complete misunderstanding. You do not protect children by not taking them 

seriously. You give them an added burden. Children are so loyal to the family that if we 



do not ask them, we will not discover anything. These children do not stand knocking on 

the door of the school of music and arts (kulturskolen) or the athletic club. They do not 

even ask at home – they know that the money is not there.” 

 

Alleviating measures 

“Athletics and cultural life themselves must also become easier for these children to 

obtain”, thinks Borgen. 

 

“You can introduce cultural cards and grants. There is a lot of money in athletics. Some 

of this money should perhaps be filtered down so that more than at present can be 

included. 
 
Save the Children calls this an alleviating measure - A measure which alleviates the pain 

of being poor, but it does not remove poverty. Likewise, leisure activities are also 

important from a longer-term perspective”, thinks Fløtten. 
 
“Being able to participate in society not only gives children a better life here and now, it 

also provides the basis for future learning. Something which can make it easier to lift 

these children out of poverty when they are adults. 
 
Because research shows that not only has the number of children living in poverty in 

Norway increased in the last decade, but that children living in poverty are likely to 

become adults living in poverty.” 
 
Plans for the future 
Line has no intention of becoming a part of these statistics. She has her own plans for 

the future. 

 

“First and foremost I am going to get myself through school, get qualified, buy myself a 

car and build my own house. A decent, stylish house. When I have worked and earned 

money for a few years, I would like to move abroad. Thailand, maybe. I went there for 

my only family holiday as a child and liked the country and the people. There were a 

great many poor people there. It would be great to help to build schools and children’s 

homes for them. To be able to help someone who really needs it. It is no fun staying at 

home here in Norway and buying ever larger televisions and more expensive cars.” 

 
Sources Tone Fløtten (ed.); Barnefattigdom (Child Poverty), 
Gyldendal 2009 
Bjørn Richard Nuland, Jens Lunnan Hjort, Tone Fløtten and Elisabeth Backe-Hansen; 
Aktivitet og deltakelse for fattige barn og unge (Activity and participation for children and 
young people living in poverty), Fafo report 2009 



 

 



Winner AV 

Per Kristian Orset and Kåre Breivik 

Report title: "Tiggerhuset" (“The house of beggars”) 

Published in: TV2, 23/09/2010 

Kare Breivik was born in Bergen, Norway. He has worked in TV2 since 1993 as 
cameraman and video editor in the field and in the newsroom. Have experience from 
most kind of working situations nationally and internationally. As he is also educated in 
graphic design and communication Kare has worked for 4 years in advertising agencies 
as both art director and copy writer. 
 
 
Summary: "Tiggerhuset" (“The house of beggars”) 
 
TV Announcer: 

First to the case of Romanians who come to Norway to beg. It has become increasingly 
attractive to a lot of them. The couple we are now about to meet have built a house in 
their native country of Romania for the money they begged in Bergen. 

Voiceover: 

They are Gypsies, or Romanians. They have travelled from the new poor Eastern EU 
countries, and are part of the new picture in Norwegian towns. Foreign beggars can sit 
with their disposable cups for three months. This is how long they are allowed to stay in 
Norway without a work permit for. It is not allowed in some other countries, like for 
example Romania, but begging is allowed in Norway. The amount of beggars here are 
on the rise. TV2 selected a begging couple in Bergen. We waited until they left town, and 
decided to find them in their home country. We wanted to find out where the money 
went.  

We are driving on dusty roads in a little village in Romania. The couple from Bergen 
have no idea we are coming to see them. But the neighbours show the way, and 
everybody is very surprised.  

Surrounded by a big group of curious bystanders we are suddenly by a big house under 
construction.  

Presenter: So this is the new house? 

Woman: Norwegian money. 

Man: I have not been anywhere else, only in Bergen. I have been to Bergen for six 
months a year the last three years. I have struggled for three years to build this.  

Voiceover: The busker would like to show us how this house will turn out.  

Man: Kitchen, but the roof is not done. Bedroom.  



Presenter: It is incredible to stand here and see how happy they are for all the change 
that has made its way to the disposable cup in Bergen. This house is in fact built solely 
by the help of the money they have begged in Bergen.  

Voiceover: The price is high if you are to beg in a foreign country. It was a hard time for 
their eight children.  

Daughter: Especially the fact that Mum was abroad. I was at home with the children. It 
was tough. I missed them and cried.  

 

Voiceover: We bring out pictures from Bergen. For the first time the children can see 
where their parents have been for months. But even for a Gypsy it is hard to beg when 
you are a Christian like Adriana.  

Woman: I said: “God, can you forgive me? You know my situation. I have nowhere to 
live.” 

Voiceover: For several years they have paid a lot of money for a couple of rooms at a 
neighbour’s house. They will live there until they have gone for more begging trips to 
Norway and the house is habitable. After Adriana, by gesticulating with her fingers, 
explained to people in Bergen about her situation the Norwegians displayed a 
remarkable pleasure in giving spontaneously.  

Woman: One gave me NOK 5,000 another NOK 4,000 which I sent home. We have 
bought these bricks. 

Voiceover: NOK 4-5,000 is an incredible amount of money in Romania. A new house is 
only NOK 120,000, and the begging has so far financed half of that. There is no doubt – 
this couple wants to beg more in Norway.  

 

The national winners were selected by a national jury which consisted 
of: 

- Børre Arnøy, Director, Engelsberg Senior Home, Kirkens Bymisjon (NGO) 

- Ragnar Semundseth, Information Coordinator, EU delegation 

- Tom Berntzen, Geelmuyden Kiese/ AV journalist   

-    Olaf Tvede, NIB Representation 

 


