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GYERMEKSZEGENYSEG

Jovotlensegre itelve?

Naponta meleg ételhez jutni - ezt jelenti a jové heti tanévkezdés mintegy kétszizezer,
nyomorban €l gyermek szém’ém. Helyzetiikdn, forras hijan, az Europaban egyediilallo
hazai stratégia sem segitett. Erdemi megoldaist a sziilok munkaba allasa hozhatna.

inddssze néhanylépés va-
lasztja el a Nograd megyei
Magyargéckdzpontjitol a
Petdfiutcai ciganysort, afa-
lulakéi mégis messzire el-
keriilik. Hétromos hazban
60 ember élasoron -kozilik 40 gyermek,
akik tébbségében leszazal ékolt vagy koz-
foglalkoztatott sziileikkel laknak. Ott jar-
tunkkor az elsé hazban, asztal és szék hi-
jan a padlon ilve, egy kisfii badog kanna-
bél keni azsirt valamilyen lepényféleség-
re. Aszomszédhdlnagyfehér hazinyil ug-
ral ki a sotét eldszoban 4t a fényre. Noha
hétfd kora déleldtt van, bent, a hianyosan
vakolt falak kézdtt, harom gyerek az apja-
val egytt tévézik A XXI. szazadra csak a
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Cartoon Networkrajzfilmjei és apadlan ha-
gyott chipszes zacskd emlékeztetnek.

ELSZIGETELTEN. Az a leggyakoribb,
hogy acsaldd ahé elején megveszi azalap-
vetd tartds cikkeket, zsirt, krumplit, tésztat,
lisztet, hagymat, s ezek adjak az egész havi
ellatas alapjat” - tapasztalja Kiraly Gabor, a
kézel 80 ezer nélkiil3z8 kiskorunaktapla-
| kot osztd Gyermekétkeztetési Alapitvany
kuratariumanak elndke. Hazankban jelen-
leg minden otodik gyermek él a szegény-
ségikiisz8b alatt, vagyisolyan ahaztartds-
ban, ahol az egy fére jutd kereset nem éri
elamindenkori medianjévedelem 60 sza-
zalékat; akiiszébérték masthavi’5h,3 ezer
forint. (A medianjovedelmet tgy szamitjak

ki, hogy egy fogyasztasi egységrejuté jove-
delme alapjan sorbarendezik az orszigla-
kossdgdt, és a sor kdzepén [év6 egységjo-
vedelme képviseli amediant, vagyis hozza
képest pontosanugyanannyi szereplének
van kevesebb, illetve tdbb jdvedelme.) Mig
tévé csaknemmindenhovajut, a KSH ada-
tai szerint a szegény gyermekes haztarta-
sok fele fiitetlen, 6tddikben pedig nincs
firdészoba. Bar az érintett gyerekek mint-
egy kétharmada nem roma, a Tarki kuta-
tasai szerint megis erds az etnikai dimen-
zid. A ciganysagon bellil magas a nélkiils-
zék ardnya, s alegszegényebbek ebbél a
kisebbséghdl keriilnek ki. {
Agyermekszegénység problémaja csak- |
nem mindegyik unios tagallamot €rinti.

FOTOK: KOHALMI PETER



A MAGYARGECI
CIGANYSORON.
Hét romos
hazban 60-an
élnek, koztilk 40
gyerek

Ezért azidei Szegénység és tarsadalmi kire-
kesztés elleni kiizdelem Furdpai Fve prog-
ram is hangsilyosan kezeli e kérdést, s azt
a 20M-es magyar unids elndkség ugyan-
csak kiemelt témaként jegyzi. Bar nalunk a
nyormorban élé gyermekek ardnyaazonos
az unios atlaggal fidsd @ 22-23. oldalon), a
helyzetet stilyosbitja, hogy aleszakado re-
tegek tohbnyiretanyakon, kisebh telepiilé-
seken élnek - szemben a Nyugaton nagyva-
rosokba témorilg, fiként bevandorlok al-
kotta csoportokkal. Az izolacio miatt sza-
mos joléti szolgaltatastdl elesnek a nélki-
1626 magyar csaladok, sanyomorusagukis
rejtve marad. ,Egyrosszhelyzetii kistelepti-
|ésen tobb gyerekkel kellene foglalkozniaa
csaladsegitdknek, mégsemennek megfele-

@ Négyszer gyakrabban hianyzik fiirdd-
sz20ba a lakéson beliil

@ Négyszer gyakoribb, hogy nincs folyé-
viz

® Harmaddaval kevesebb sajtot esznek

@ Fele annyi joghurt jut a csaladi asz-
talra

Nincstelenek javai

A gyermekes szegény csalidok ellatortsdga természetesen szamos teriileten elmarad
az orszdgos dlagiol; az aldbbiakban négyet emeliink ki ezek koziil, illetve négy olyat
is, ahot dtlag felefii mutatokat mértek e korben.

ATLAG FELETT

® Tobb otthonhasznalatos hajfestéket va-
sarolnak

@ Gyakrabban fogyasztanak zacskos és
mas félkész ételeket

@ Etolajbol is tobbet hasznalnak fel

@ Szinte mindegyik haztartashan van tévé
{az orszagos atlagnak megfelelden)

|6 en aszlik el aszocidlis halé” - hivia fel afi-
gyelmet FarkasZsombor, a Magyar Szegény-
ségellenes Halézat koordindtora Aszocialis
szakemberek aranyaaz 1000 fésnél kisebb
telepiiléseken alegalacsonyabb.

SORSISMETLOK. A gyerekek jo része
mar az altalanos iskoldbdl kimaradozik:
t8hbnyire akudarcok, vagy éppenafelsze-
relés, esetenként egy par cipd hianya mi-
att. Mikentazegyik magyargéci koordina-
torfogalmaz, a megélhetési hianyzasok”is
gyakoriak, amikoraz érak helyettagyere-
kek besegitenek az alkalmi mezdgazdasagi
munkakbél élé sziilknek: példaul rézset
gyljtenek, vagy gombdtszednek. A ndgra-
di kbzséghben ezért egész napos orarendet

allitottak 6ssze agyerekekkel, beosztvaaz
iskolai utani tevékenységiiket is.

Az OECD-féle PISA-felmérésekhdlis ki-
deriilt, hogy Magyarorszagon a sziil 6k is-
kolai végzettsége és az otthoni kériilmé-
nyek erdsen befolyasoljak atanulok telje-
sitményét. A szegenységhben éloknél aszii-
|6 mar a felsé tagozatban sem tud segite-
ni, de nincsis hely a tanulashoz, ha hatan
élnek egy térben. Belathatatlan szamuk-
ra az a tavolsag, hogy a gyerek tovabbta-
nuljon” - jegyzi meg Farkas Zsombor. Az
észak-magyarorszagj ésészak-alfdldi régi-
dban a18 és 24 év kozbtti fiatok 15 szaza-
lékakoraiiskolaelhagyd, vagyis legfeljebb
alapfokuvégzettséget szerez. A magyargéci
telepen €ld, 9 gyereket nevel & Hajni ésle-
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szazalékolt férje ugyanakkor biiszkén me-
sélik, hogy a legiddsebb fiuk 4, 5-es atlag-
zal fejezte be az altalanos iskolat, igy dsz-
tél a szécsényi szakkozepiskolaba jarhat.
Csak remélhetd, hogy Rolisikerrel be is fe-
jezi majd tanulmanyait. A hatranyos hely-
zetii gyerekek lemorzsolddasa ugyanis a
kozépiskolaban a legerdsebb, mivel azo-
mében varosi intézmények eléréséhez az
utazast is meg kell oldani.

A nyomorban éléknek immar a harma-
dik generacidja nd fel ugy, hogy szilkebb
kérnyezetikben senkinek nincs rendsze-
resmunkdja. A kis teleptléseken amtigy is
korlatozott foglalkoztatasilehe-
tésézek avalsaghatasaratovabl
romlottak Sokan a varosokban
prébalnak szerencsét. A hoz-
zank érkezdktébbnyire a munka-
lehetdségek reményében hagy-
jak el az eredeti lakhelytiket” -
mondja Tarnok Gydrgy, a Mal-
tai Szeretetszolgalat altal fenn-
tartott Békasmegyeri Csaladok
Atmeneti Otthonanak vezetdje.
Analuklakétiz csalad egy kony-
han és egy firdészoban oszto-
zik hat honapig az ingyenes fe-
dél alatt. Avidékrél érkezéknek
ezazutolsé lehetdségiik, miutan
végigjartak azismerdsoket, roko-
nokat, olcso albérleteket. A gye-
rekes fedél nélkiiliek esetében
ugyanis a gyamhatosag azonnal
intézkedik. Ittvan telefon, internet; még-
iscsak jobb, mint az aluljaréban” - sorol-
jaazeldnydket egy bentlakd. Az Ozd kér-
nyékérdl erkezett, kétgyerekes csaladanya
férje, hosszd hénapok utdn, éppen az in-
tézmenyben jartunkkor kapott dlast egy
szupermarketben.

HIANYZASOK. Anemzeti stratégiajegye-
ben az idén a hetedikes tanulokra is kiter-
jesztették azingyenes étheztetést, igy ezzel
alehetdséggel szeptembertdl - a bélcss-

UNIOS HELYZETKEP
Szegénységi kilszah alatt éld gyerekek

aranya néhany unids orszaghan
a 18 év alatti lakossdgoen belif
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Amerikai Haz Alapitvany - tej
és kenyér naponta

@ A Magyarorszagon é10 iizletember,
Richard Field, az Amerikai Haz Alapit-
vany elndke tavaly év vége ota segiti a
Magyar Viriskereszt munkéjat. Az ala-
pitvany 2009 végén 120 csalad kéthe-
tente tarténd ellatasahoz vasarolt tartos
élelmiszert, ami csaladonként 1500 fo-
rintnyi tamogatédsnak felelt meg. Késdbb
a Virdskereszttel kdzdsen megszervez-
ték két altalanos iskola élelmiszerrel és
gylimélccsel torténd ellatasat; a prog-

NYARI TABOR BUKKSZEKEN.
Minden tarsadalmi rétegbdl
hivtak gyerekeket

détdl az altalanosiskolaig - immar mintegy
300 ezer gyermek csaladja élhet. A szak-
emberek azonban keveslik az eredménye-
ket. Az Eurdpaban példanélkil dls, 2032-
ig 526l tervezetet ugyanis - amelyet aMa-
gyar Tudomanyos Akadémia Ferge Zsuzsa
szocioldgus nevével fémjelzett Gyermek-
program Iroddja jegyez - soha nem kon-
vertaltak kdltségvetési sorokkd. Az elsd
harom évre tervezett 80 milliardos kere-
tet végiil nem kapta meg a gyermeksze-
zénységelleni stratégia” - szgezile Farkas

Megnyugtaté helyzet
Dania
Csehorszag

ramnak tanitasi naponként és gyerme-
kenként 1 eurd a kdltsége. Az alapitvany
szamos magyar és nemzetkizi tulajdon-
han 1évd céget is megkeresett, igy dsztdl
tovabbi négy-ot fovarosi iskolat segite-
nek majd, am még tovabbi 19 intézmény
keres ,szponzort”, Vidéken a Virdske-
reszt szolnoki szervezetével és 9 helyi
onkormanyzattal 6sszefogva 200 csala-
dot tamogatnak, napi egy Kilé kenyér-
rel és két liter tejjel (a program kiltsé-
ge havonta 4 millié forint). Az alapitvany
az idén 60 millid forint értéki élelmiszert
oszt szét, A pénz jelentds része ameri-

Zsombor. Feledéshe meriilt az egyik leg-
fobb célkitiizés is, nevezetesen, hogyala-
kossag szama helyett araszorultsag mérté-
kéhezigazitsak a szocidlis halét.

A segélyhez jutas lehetdségei ekdzben
sziikiiltek. A csaladi potlekot példaul 2009
januarja dtanemindexaltak. Az orszaggyi-
lés altal junius végén elfogadott trvény-
moédositas értelmében pedig, haegy zyer-
mek egy tanévben 50iskolai oratigazolat- |
lanul mulaszt, a telepiilés jegyzdje elren-
delheti a juttatas felfiiggesztését.

Elonyos helyzet

Franciaorszag
Szlovakia

FOTOK: KOHALMI PETER



kai maganszemélyek adomanyabal all, be-
leértve szamos rokonomat” - amyalja a
képet az elndk. Field most abban remény-
kedik, hogy amerikai-magyar szerveze-
tek tamogatasaval bévitheti a hazai prog-
ramokat.

AmCham Alapitviny -
megyénkénti gyijtés

® Az Amerikai Kereskedelmi Kamara Ala-
pitvanya tobb mint 55 gyermekintézmény-
nek juttatott adomanyokat, mintegy 270
millié forint értékben. Komaromi Péter el-

BEKASMEGYERI
CSALADOK
ATMENETI
OTTHONA.

Tiz csaladegy
konyhan osztozik

Raévid tavon talan megoldast jelenthet-
nek ajoléti transzferek, am tartdsan kiza-
rolag a munkahelyteremtés lehet célrave-
zetd” -valljaGabos Andras, a Tarki vezetd
kutatdja. Az intézmény abelga Applicaku-
tatintézettel kozésen készitettidei tanul-
manya az anyak munkavallalasa ésa gyer-
mekszegénység elterjedé se kzti dsszefiig-
zésre mutat ra. A rendkiviil alacsony gyer-
mekszegénységi rataval biiszkélkedd Cip-
ruson azzal magyarazhatd a ndk magas ak-
tivitdsa, hogy jol kiépiltazinformalis gyer-

Atlagos helyzet

Lixemburg

Magyarorszag

nok tapasztalatai szerint a tengerentili
vezetés( vagy tulajdonti cégek a legsegi-
tokészebbek - akar pénzbeli adomanyok-
rdl, akar dnkéntes munkardl van szd. Min-
den év novemberében, Halaadaskor indit-
jak utnak a Charity Drive akciot, amelynek
keretében egy kivalasztott megye gyer
mekintézményei szamara gyljtenek.

Minden Gyerek Lakjon Jol
Alapitviny - heti csomagok

® Hegedis Zsuzsa szociologus, a minisz-
terelniik politikai fétanacsadoja tavaly

mekgondozas: a nagyszilék jocskan kive-
szik a résziiket az unokak feliigyeletéhdl.
Hollandiaban és Ausztridban pedigarész-
munkaidds allaslehetdségek elterjedésé-
nek hatdsara csdkkent a szegénységben
élé kiskoruak szama.

KISERLETEZOK. Barahosszutavi hazai
tervezet elakadt, azért nalunk is indultak
kisérletek a szodialis halo kiegészitésére,
megerdsitésére. llyen példaul a szécsényi
kistérséghen 2006 dta folyo program. A

Lengyelorszag
Nagy-Britannia

Elkotelezettek korei

hozta Iétre az alapitvanyt, hogy a leszaka-
6 kistérségekben €I, 100 szazalékos ét-
kezési tamogatdsra jogosult ovisoknak és
kisdiakoknak hetente élelmiszercsomagot
juttassanak. Terveiszerint 6sztdl kizpon-
ti forrashdl palyazatokat irnanak ki - kez-
tlethen a 45 leghatranyosabh Kistérség-
ben - az iskolai étkeztetés nonprofit at-
szervezésére, A forrashoz jutas feltételéil
szabnak, hogy az dnkormanyzatok sajat
konyhdik létrehozdsa sordn helyi munka-
nélkiilieket foglalkoztassanak, s legalabb
50 szazalékban helyi termeldktdl vasarolt
élelmiszereket hasznaljanak fel.

0-5 éves korii gyerekek nappali ellata-
sat a Biztos Kezdet Gyerekhazak segitik,
emellettiskolai koordindtori halozatis ki-
épiilt. A lemorzsoladé fiatalokat klubok,
programok varjak, valamintrendszeresek
az egeszségligyi sziirések is. ,A szécsenyi
program fontos részéve valt, hogy kitagit-
sak a beszikiilt kérnyékbeli lehetdsége-
ket, és enyhitsék a tarsadalmi ellentéte-
ket” -mondjaSimon Mihaly, aprojekt ve-
zetdje. E célbdl az idén a bikkszéki nyari
taborukba példaul minden tarsadalmiré-
teghdl hivtak gyerekeket, bar tulnyomo-
résziiket azok kdziil valogattak, akik még
sohanemjutottak el a sziikebb kérnyeze-
titkon kivilre.,

Aszécsenyi kistérségben agyerekes csa-
ladok kérében 20 szazalékosa munkanél -
killiség, A minap zart be a kérnyéken az
utolsé multinacionalis vallalat, egy gyer-
tyagyar. Egyelére azunids palyazatok meg-
itélésétél figg, hogy felvehetnek-e 40 em-
bert a munkaerd-piaci helyzet enyhitésé-
re létrehozott szocidlis szovetkezetbe. A
kisérleti program unids forrasokbdl, illet-
ve a Norvég Civil Tamogatasi Alap tamo-
gatasaibél gazdalkodik, csakigy, mint az
dsszel 8t tovabbi kistérségben induld ha-
sonlo projektek.

ZEISLER JUDIT
(Kdzramdkdddtt Gseke Hajnaika)

Olaszorszag
Romania
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Translation

Child poverty. Destined for No Future?

Receiving a warm meal every day — that is what the start of the school year means
to almost two hundred thousand children living in poverty. Because of a lack of
funds, even the Hungarian strategy, unique in Europe, failed to ease their
situation. A substantive solution would be to have their parents work.

The row of Roma houses in Petéfi Street is only a few steps away from the centre of Magyargéc
in the county of Nograd, but local residents give it a wide berth anyway. Sixty people, including
forty children who live mostly with parents that rely on disability pensions or public employment,
live in seven ruinous houses on the row. Visiting the first house we see that lacking a table or
even a chair, a little boy is sitting on the floor and spreading lard from a tin can onto some sort of
flan. A large white rabbit scampers out of the entrance of the neighbouring house from the dark
into the light. Even though it is late on a Monday morning, three children are sitting inside with
their father, watching TV between walls that are shedding plaster. Only the cartoons of the
Cartoon Network and a bag of chips left on the floor reminds us of the 21%' Century.

ISOLATED. ‘What most often happens is that the family buys basic non-perishable
items, such as lard, potatoes, pasta, flour, and onions at the beginning of the month, and
this is the basis of their sustenance for the whole month,” explains Gabor Kiraly, the
Chairman of the Board of the Food for Children Foundation [Gyermekétkeztetési
Alapitvany], which distributes food to nearly eighty thousand needy children. Every fifth
child in Hungary currently lives under the poverty line, meaning a household where the
per capita income does not reach 60 percent of the current median wage; the threshold
limit is presently HUF 55,300. (Median wages are calculated by putting the population of
Hungary in order according to wage per consumption unit. The wage of the unit at the
middle of such a list represents the median, meaning that the same number of people
make both more and less money.) Although there are TVs in virtually every household,
data of the Central Statistical Office [K&zpont Statisztikai Hivatal, KSH] shows that half of
the poverty stricken households with children lack heating and one fifth does not have
bathrooms. Although approximately two thirds of the affected children are not of Roma
descent, the research carried out by the TARKI Social Research Institute indicates that
the ethnical aspect is strong. The ratio of the impoverished among the Roma population
is high, and this minority has the poorest people.

The problem of child poverty affects virtually every Member State of the EU.
The Wealth of the Poor
The provisions available to poor families with children naturally do not reach the national
average in numerous areas. Below we are focusing on four of these areas, and also
highlighting four other areas that displayed above average indices.
BELOW AVERAGE
Indoor bathrooms are lacking in four times as many cases

A lack of running water is four times as common

They eat a third less cheese



Half as much yoghurt is consumed at the family table

ABOVE AVERAGE

They purchase more do it yourself hair dye

They consume frozen and other preprocessed meals more often
They also use more cooking oil

Practically every household has a TV

(which corresponds to the national average)

Source: KSH 2007, GfK Hungéaria Consumer Scan 2010

Therefore, the program of this year's European Year for Combating Poverty and Social
Exclusion also lays emphasis on the issue and it will also be handled as a prominent
topic by the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2011.
Although the ratio of children living in poverty in Hungary is the same as the EU average
(see pages 22-23), the situation is more difficult since the segments falling behind live
for the most part on farms or in small settlements — as opposed to Western Europe,
where groups made up of mainly immigrants converge in large cities. Due to this
isolation, poor Hungarian families cannot make use of many available welfare services
and their poverty remains unknown. ‘Family services should deal with more children in
poor small settlements, but the social network operates in a different way,” points out
Zsombor Farkas, the coordinator of the Hungarian Network Against Poverty [Magyar
Szegénységellenes Haldzat ]. The ratio of social professionals is the lowest in
settlements with populations less than 1000.

FATE REPEATS ITSELF. A significant number of children drop out of primary school,
usually as a result of the setbacks they encounter or because of their missing supplies or
even a pair of shoes. As a coordinator in Magyargéc phrases it, “absences due to
subsistence” are also common, when children miss classes to help their parents make a
living from seasonal agricultural work. For example, they collect firewood or pick
mushrooms. The school schedule in this Nograd town therefore encompasses the whole
day to include the children’s after school activities as well.

OECD's PISA surveys also indicate that the performance students display is greatly
influenced by the education of their parents and the circumstances of their households.
‘In the case of impoverished families, parents cannot help their children study even in
the higher classes of primary school, not to mention the fact that there is no place to
study when six people live in the same room. They cannot even imagine their child
continuing their education,” notes Zsombor Farkas. Fifteen percent of people between 18
and 24 in the North Hungary and the North Great Plain Region leave school early,
meaning a primary level education at best. However, Hajni, who is raising 9 children in
the Roma district of Magyargéc with her husband who receives a disability pension,



proudly tells us that their oldest son finished primary school with an A average and has
been accepted to the vocational high school in Szécsény. We can only hope that Roli
will successfully finish his studies. The drop out rate of disadvantaged children is highest
in high school since travel is also a problem that has to be overcome to reach the
generally urban institutions.

The third generation of impoverished people is currently growing up without anyone in
their close environment having regular work. The limited job opportunities in these small
settlements were further decreased by the recession. Many try their luck in the cities.
‘The majority of people we encounter leave their homes in hopes of finding work,” says
Gyorgy Tarnok, the Manager of the Transitional Home for Families in Békasmegyer
[Békasmegyeri Csaladok Atmeneti Otthona], maintained by the Hungarian Maltese
Charity Service [Maltai Szeretetszolgalat]. The ten families currently residing in the home
share a single kitchen and bathroom for six months in the free shelter. This is the last
opportunity for people arriving from the countryside after they have stayed with all of
their friends and relatives and have rented cheap apartments. The child protection
authority takes action immediately if a family with children has nowhere to go. “The home
has telephone and internet access, it is obviously better than living under the bridge,’
lists the advantages a resident. This mother of two comes from the outskirts of the town
of Ozd, and at the time of our visit her husband just managed to find employment in a
supermarket after long months of searching.

ABSENCES. The national strategy was extended this year to include the provision of
free meals to seventh grade students, providing the families of 300,000 children — from
preschool to primary school — with this possibility from September. However,
professionals feel these results are insufficient. The plan until 2032 is unparalleled in
Europe and is registered by the Child Program Office [Gyermek- program Iroda] made
famous by Zsuzsa Ferge, sociologist of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. However,
it has never been converted to numbers in the budget. ‘The strategy against child
poverty ended up not receiving the frame of 80 billion HUF planned for the first three
years,” declares Zsombor Farkas. One of the most important objectives has also been
forgotten, namely that the social web should be adjusted in accordance with the degree
of poverty and not the number of the population.

The possibilities for receiving aid have since diminished. For example, child care
benefits have not been indexed since January 2009. According to an amendment
passed by the Parliament at the end of June, if a child is absent without leave from 50
school classes in a school year, the town clerk can have the benefit revoked.

The American House Foundation — Milk and Bread Every Day

Richard Field, an American businessman living in Hungary and the President of the
American House Foundation, is helping with the work of the Hungarian Red Cross. The
Foundation purchased non-perishable food items at the end of 2009 to be distributed
among 120 families every two weeks, which corresponds to an amount of HUF 1500 per
family. Later, in cooperation with the Red Cross, they jointly organized a program to
provide two primary schools with food and fruits. The cost of the program is EUR 1 per
day and child. The Foundation also contacted numerous Hungarian and internationally
owned companies and from this autumn will help another four or five schools in
Budapest. A further 19 institutions are still looking for “sponsors.” Outside of Budapest,
in cooperation with the Red Cross organization in Szolnok and nine local governments,



they are helping 200 families out with a kilogram of bread and two litres of milk every day
(the cost of the program is HUF 4 million per month). The Foundation is distributing food
with a total worth of HUF 60 million this year. ‘The majority of the money originates from
the donations of American private persons, including many of my relatives,’” explains the
President. Field now hopes that he can expand the programs in Hungary with the
support of American-Hungarian organizations.

AmCham Foundation — Collection by County

The Foundation of the American Chamber of Commerce has given donations to more
than 55 children’s institutions in a value of approximately HUF 270 million. From the
experience of President Péter Komaromi, companies managed from or owned oversees
are the most helpful — be it financial donations or voluntary work. Every year in
November, at Thanksgiving, they kick off their Charity Drive, in the course of which they
collect donations for the children’s institutions of a select county.

The All Children Should Have Their Fill Foundation [Minden Gyerek Lakjon Jol
Alapitvany] — Weekly Packages

Zsuzsa Heged(s, sociologist and the political Head Consultant to the Prime Minister,
established the Foundation last year to provide weekly food packages to those
kindergarten children and young students who are eligible to free subsidized meals and
who live in disadvantaged regions. According to her plans, they will issue tenders
starting this fall from budgetary sources for the non-profit reorganization of school meals,
beginning with the 45 most disadvantaged sub-regions. Conditions for funding include
local governments having to employ local unemployed people in their kitchens and using
locally grown food products in at least a 50 percent ratio.

‘In the short term, welfare transfers could be a solution. However, only the creation of
jobs can help us reach our long term goals,’” states Andras Gabos, the Senior
Researcher of Tarki. The institution prepared a survey together with the Belgian
research centre Applica. The survey sheds light on the relation between working
mothers and the spread of child poverty. The high rate of activity among women in
Cypress, where the rate of childhood poverty is extraordinarily low, is due to a developed
system of informal child care: grandparents play a large part in the supervision of their
grandchildren. The number of children living in poverty decreased in the Netherlands
and in Austria as a result of the emergence of part time job opportunities.

EXPERIMENTS. Although the long term plan for Hungary has been stalled, there have
been attempts at supplementing and strengthening the social web. For example, such
an attempt is the program that has been operating in the sub-region of Szécsény since
2006. The daytime care of children between 0 and 5 are aided by Safe Beginnings
Children’s Houses [Biztos Kezdet Gyerekhaz] and a school coordination network has
also been implemented. Clubs and programs are available for young people in danger of
falling behind, and health care screenings are also held regularly. ‘An important part of
the Szécsény program is to expand the dwindled opportunities in the region and to
mitigate societal conflicts,” says Mihaly Simon, the leader of the project. To further this
cause, children from all strata of society were invited to participate in their summer camp
held in Bukkszék, although the majority of invitees were those who had never had a
chance to travel outside their immediate environment.



The unemployment rate among families with children in the Szécsény sub-region is 20
percent. The last multinational company in the area, a candle factory, only recently shut
down. For the present, the availability of EU aid will determine whether 40 people can be
employed by the social organization established for the purpose of mitigating the
situation that has developed in the job market. The experimental program is funded by
the EU and supported by the Norwegian Civil Support Fund, similarly to the other
comparable projects in five further sub-regions that are kicking off this fall.



Winner AV

Orsolya Mezei
Report title: "Hajléktalanok" (“Homeless”)
Published in: Corvinus Radio, 29/08/2010

Orsolya Mezei was born in 1984 in Mez6kdvesd, and later studied in Gydr. After
graduating she worked for a community center in the countryside, where encountered
the everyday problems of the people. Since 2009 Orsolya has worked in the field of
journalism. Currently, she is the news editor of Corvinus Radio in Sopron. Beside this
activity, in the past year and a half she has also made magazines about drug prevention,
public life and on the theme of the European Year.

Summary: "Hajléktalanok" (“Homeless”)

Negative stereotypes abound about the homeless. Most people think that they
are the sole responsibles for their predicaments. Reality is, however, more
nuanced.

After the death of his wife, Istvan has completely lost his grip and ended up on
the streets. Thanks to a social programme, he managed to get out of the vicious
circle of homelessness, drinking and hopelessness. The programme helped him
learn how to save from the social benefit he receives and now he is renting a
place on his own.

Zsolt is a more troubled man. He was jailed for breaking up cars, he has no
family, no money and drawing is the only thing the offers him some comfort in his
life. He is unsure about his future, and hardly sees any way out of his situation.

Estimating the number of homeless people in Hungary is not an easy task. The
legal definition of being homeless does not cover everyone without a home or a
place to stay. The first step in tackling the issue should therefore be trying to offer
tailor-made solutions and challenge the stereotypes.



The national winners were selected by a national jury which consisted
of:

- lzabella Marton, Director, Hungarian Anty-Poverty Network
- Bddis Kriszta, National ambassador

- Katalin Barsony, AV journalist

- Monika Gilindisch, Print journalist

- Kalman KaliHorvath



	Receiving a warm meal every day – that is what the start of the school year means to almost two hundred thousand children living in poverty. Because of a lack of funds, even the Hungarian strategy, unique in Europe, failed to ease their situation. A substantive solution would be to have their parents work.
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