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Introduction

 The European Union is one of the richest 
regions in the world. Yet, according to the 2008 
Eurostat results, 17% of the Europeans live in 
conditions of relative poverty or do not have suf-
ficient access to income and resources to allow 
them to live according to acceptable standards 
in their local social context.

 Categories of wealth, social and cultural 
barriers, gender discrimination are all causes 
that force 78 million European citizens - and 
among them 19 million children – to live every 
day with the risk of poverty and suffer numerous 
forms of social marginalization. 

 The Eurostat report on poverty and exclu-
sion in Europe distinguishes between "extreme" 
and "relative" poverty. The first refers to the ina-
bility to satisfy basic needs: food, drinking wa-
ter, health, housing, education. This condition 
affects some groups in Europe, particularly the 
Roma population in several EU countries.

 As a convention within the EU it has been 
adopted a limit - the poverty threshold was esta-
blished at 50% of the average European income 
per capita, and therefore "is considered poor the 
person who receives an annual sum of money 
equal to or less than 50% of the annual Europe-
an average income per capita. "

 Today, besides the old types of poverty, tho-
se that affect the disadvantaged levels of society 
and groups, there are new forms of poverty, af-
fecting the unemployed, but also the workers 
which are considered poor (8% according to 
Eurostat), the elderly and large families. Young 
people often have to accept poor employment 
conditions, limited resources and therefore they 
fail to satisfy their basic needs.

 The elevated number of children living in 
poverty is cause for alarm. A phenomenon that 
seems to affect 17 million children in Europe. In 
some countries, 3 children out of 10 are living in 

households with an income that is below 60% of 
the national average, which is the threshold to 
calculate the state of poverty that is now widely 
accepted throughout Europe.

 Within the EU countries the situation is very 
different, ranging from a minimum rate of 5.5% 
of children living in these conditions in Sweden 
to the situation in Britain where children in diffi-
culty are equal to 30.1% . Among the causes of 
child poverty we can count the working condi-
tions of the parents, but also the unavailability of 
services for children.

 Social exclusion affects those who can not 
take part in the social life as the others, because 
of their poverty, lack of education or skills, or be-
cause they are victims of discrimination. Exclu-
sion can be considered as a distance from the 
collective sphere, whether it is work, the edu-
cational system, social networks, policy, com-
mon activities. Excluded communities often feel 
powerless and far from the decision areas that 
affects them.

 79 million people live below the poverty th-
reshold in Europe

 "Below the poverty threshold": revenue 
accounts for less than 60% of the national 
average

 Poverty affects 16% of the population: 1 
citizen out of 6

 19% of children in the EU are at risk of po-
verty

 The economic crisis has aggravated these 
numbers and may have long-term repercussions 
on both poverty and social exclusion of ever lar-
ger groups of people. 

 The right to live in dignity is recognized as a 
fundamental right by the EU, in particular by the 
new Lisbon Treaty, yet one in every six Europe-
ans lives in poverty.



4

MEETING  
   2010

EUROPEAN
YOUTH

 This topic has become a priority for the EU, 
and thus 2010 is the year dedicated to rising 
awareness at government and citizen level on 
this reality. The Social Agenda 2005-2010 of the 
European commission, approved also by the 
European Parliament and European Council, 
has designated 2010 as the European Year 
for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 
in order to reaffirm and strengthen the initial EU 
political commitment within the Lisbon strategy 
to "make a decisive impact in the fight against 
poverty."

The objectives of the European year are:

 Recognizing the rights and capacity of 
excluded people to play an active role in 
society;

 Underlining the responsibility of all social 
actors in the fight against poverty;

 Promoting social cohesion and dissemi-
nate successful practices on inclusion;

 Reinforcing the commitment of all major 
political players to take more effective ac-
tions.

 The European Year of combating poverty 
should therefore have a crucial impact in raising 
awareness on social exclusion and promote ac-
tive inclusion because no country can escape 
the consequences of this global crisis.

 The Legislative Assembly of the Emilia-
Romagna Region, in collaboration with the 
Regional Government of the Emilia-Roma-
gna, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), The European College of Parma, with 
the participation of the Regional Department 
for Education for the Emilia-Romagna and 
under the patronage of the European Com-
mission, the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs, the Ministry of Youth, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Italian Association of Mu-
nicipalities and Regions of Europe - Federa-

tion of Emilia-Romagna, the European Trade 
Union Committe for Education, of the Micro-
finance International Observatory of the Uni-
versity "Alma Mater Studiorum" of Bologna, 
promotes from the 24 to 27 November 2010 
in Bologna, the 6th European Youth Meeting 
dedicated to the European Year for Com-
bating Poverty and Social Exclusion, titled 
““The Youth, the old and the new poverty: 
solidarity and social inclusion”.

The project

 The main objective of the project is to cre-
ate a participatory activity for the youth that will 
allow them to have a clear view on the main to-
pic of the Meeting, starting from their everyday 
experience, and working on the implementation 
of common projects that can produce changes 
in their local communities. This activity integra-
ted with that of the teachers which are working 
in parallel with the acquisition of tools required 
in the actions of non-formal coaching aimed at 
groups of youths.

 The project aims at enhancing dialogue and 
understanding among young Europeans, giving 
them a chance to get together and to exchange 
experiences. The starting point of the debate will 
focus on the values and on the principles they 
embrace, thus emphasising that the cultural, re-
ligious and geographical differences are not an 
obstacle to achieving a shared and aware Euro-
pean citizenship, instead they represent a heri-
tage to be valued.

 Being aware that an increased sensitivity of 
young generations, the support of the overall po-
pulation, and a precise commitment of political 
institutions, represent the cornerstones for com-
bating the phenomena of Poverty and Social Ex-
clusion, the project, dedicated to the European 
year for combating Poverty and Social exclusion 
is aimed at encouraging a large debate between 
young people, involving also regional, national 
and European political authorities, intellectuals, 
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organisations and the civil society, designed to 
emphasize the programmatic and projectable 
aspect of those forms of direct responsibility of 
the various social and institutional actors to sup-
port active inclusion, prevention and combating 
poverty and social exclusion in its various forms 
and expressions.

 The European Youth Meeting of Bologna 
aims to be the beginning of a process of real 
participation and commitment of the youth. 
The event is configured as a starting point for 
a further project development which can have 
effective implementation of the initiatives that 
emerged during the Meeting, using the tools 
and opportunities provided by Youth in Action 
Programme in general and in particular by the 
Action 1.2 Youth Initiatives.

Participants:

Students and teachers from 29 European 
countries.

Students and teachers from 29 schools from the 
Emilia-Romagna Region.

Each delegation will consist of 4 students 
and 1 teacher.

Total: 
  120 students - European delegations

  120 students - Italian delegations

  60 teachers

Working language: ENGLISH

Place: Bologna (Italy), 24-27 November 2010

The key topic

According to the specialist contents emerged 
within the Renewed European Social Agenda, 
issued in July 2008 by the European Commis-
sion, the Workshops will revolve around the 
main topics of the permanent forum between 
European, National, and Regional Authorities, 
and NGOs in the framework of the Open Me-
thod of Coordination (OMC):

 Youth Unemployment

 Social Inclusion of vulnerable young 
people (top risk of social marginalization 
for disability, cultural, economic, territorial, 
ethnic reasons, mental problems, drug 
addiction, anti-social behaviour)

 Child poverty

General objectives

 To promote a sense of European identity 
and its values among the youth;

 To promote the young generation’s active 
citizenship, in general, and European citi-
zenship, in particular;

 To promote youth mobility in Europe;

 To develop a feeling of solidarity among 
the youth for strengthening the European 
Union’s social cohesion;

 To favour mutual understanding between 
the European nations through its youth;

 To develop a feeling of belonging of the 
youth to the European Union;

 To encourage the young generation in 
practicing and promoting solidarity, inter-
generational dialogue, and cooperation 
as means of fighting against racism and 
discrimination;

 To promote youth participation in demo-
cratic institutions and processes.

 Deepening the relationship between cultu-
res and individuals in the view of their be-
longing to a common sphere of Universal 
Rights.
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Specific objectives

 To create meeting and exchange opportu-
nities for young Europeans, and to foster 
occasions of participatory democracy, ex-
perience sharing, and dialogue between 
different cultures, being aware that Europe 
needs youth to look ahead;

 To value the importance of youth partici-
pation in public life, and to identify the so-
cial multiplier role that everyone can have 
in their own local reality in order to fight 
against poverty and social exclusion;

 Promoting inter-generational dialogue 
between the youth and the teachers on 
issues concerning the fight against pover-
ty and social exclusion;

 To educate the youth to a fuller and more 
responsible involvement in the social and 
economic development of the European 
Union, through careful consideration and 
debate on economic, social, cultural, civil, 
and political rights of the European Union;

 To contribute to the development of the 
quality of school systems oriented to the 
promotion of the European citizenship 
and to democratic participation;

 To develop and strengthen the partnership 
between schools of the European Union, 
supporting educators’ cooperation throu-
gh the exchange of good practices; 

 To promote the respect for human dignity 
and rights in all their forms of manifesta-
tion, among the young generation, and to 
encourage the involvement of the youth in 
these areas of activities.

 Encouraging and guiding the design and 
implementation of original projects aimed 
at combating poverty and social exclu-
sion. 

Activities

The 2010 European Youth Meeting is characte-
rised by an integrated and participatory process 
that involves young people, their educational 
trainers, various actors which are active in the 
fight against poverty and social exclusion, insti-
tutions and others.

 Preparatory activity carried out by each 
school before the Meeting

 9 under groups of young students, for 
deepening the main topic divided in 3 ca-
tegories  with the aim of developing viable 
project ideas

 A training course for teachers focused 
on role and functions of a coach, aimed at 
supporting the initiatives that emerge from 
the working groups

 Debating moments, formal and informal, 
with representatives of the organizations 
involved in the fight against poverty, aca-
demics, local and European institutions.

Preliminary Activities:

  In the months before the Meeting, all Scho-
ols will receive documents and preliminary en-
richment information on the main topics of the 
European Youth Meeting 2010 for Combating 
Poverty and Social Exclusion. In particular:  

 Quarterly Newsletters on the European 
Year for Combating Poverty and Social Ex-
clusion 

 Link to the official web-site of the European 
Year for Combating Poverty and Social Ex-
clusion 

 Summary of the EUROSTAT Statistical Re-
port on Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010 
(30 pages)

 Factsheet the European Year for Comba-
ting Poverty and Social Exclusion (2 pages)

 Guidelines for better understanding the lo-
cal problematic related to the main topic of 
the Meeting
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  Each participating delegation will have to 
prioritize the 3 topics indicated above, and af-
terwards considering the choices made the de-
legations will be divided in nine under-groups (3 
groups for each of the main topic). 

  In these under-groups composed of young 
people from different countries, the students 
have the chance to work together to develop a 
concrete project idea to be implemented in one 
or more countries. 

  The preparatory work required has to be 
carried out by the students and teachers and 
has to focus on the study and analysis of how 
various phenomena of poverty and social exclu-
sion are manifested in  the local community and 
territory. 

  The preparation will consist in the compila-
tion of the form that will be sent to all the partici-
pating schools developed by the experts which 
will conduct in Bologna the workshops. 

  These forms will represent a reading tool of 
the European reality and will constitute the star-
ting point for project ideas.  

Student workshop

  Once in Bologna the students will be di-
vided into three main thematic groups and 9 
under-groups (3 topics, for each topic 3 wor-
king groups), which will be called to develop 
micro-projects characterized by interventions 
and activities on a transnational scale (the tran-
snational element of the project will be facilitated 
by the presence of young students from different 
countries). 

  The working groups will share their conclu-
sions and insights developed in the months be-
fore the event and will continue the discussion 
on the chosen topic coordinated by facilitators 
and experts through activities of non-formal 
education. 

  The objective is to have as a final product 
three main projects (one for each topic) re-
sults of the various ideas and conclusions of 
the 9 under-groups that deal with activities for 
combating poverty and social exclusion that 
characterise the local communities of the stu-
dents. 

  Sharing the contents of the projects during 
the plenary session will give the opportunity to 
receive new inputs and considerations by all 
the other participants and direct and concrete 
support from the European institutions present. 

  The proposals, through the cooperation 
of non-formal groups of young people created 
during the Meeting and through the support of 
the teachers as coaches, can be submitted 
to National Agencies under the European 
Programme “Youth In Action” (Action 1.2 
- Youth Initiatives) having thus the real pos-
sibility of receiving a financing support for the 
project and being able to make a real differen-
ce in the life of the community.

  The students participating in the Meeting 
in Bologna in 2010 will have to engage in a pro-
cess of active participation, which will have the 
support of a community program that supports 
non-formal organisations of young people. 

  Thus, they will leave their role of students 
and they will take on the role of young citizens, 
maintaining however the need to avail themsel-
ves of experts to accompany them in their path, 
respecting at the same time their autonomy 
and promoting their personal responsibility. 

  The 2010 European Youth Meeting thanks 
to this exercise of active citizenship and demo-
cratic participation of young people gives back 
to the Youth and to the teachers the opportu-
nity to be protagonists of actions that go well 
beyond the Meeting itself.
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Teachers workshop

  Not always the education system provides 
opportunities to update, especially at internatio-
nal level, and enable the teachers to develop in-
novative tools and have an effective role in exer-
cising their complex profession.

  In this context, the 2010 edition of the Me-
eting intends to make available to teachers all 
the research and training expertise of the SALTO 
Centres (Support for Advanced Learning, Tools 
and Opportunities) of the European Commission 
that have been developed on the role of the Co-
ach inside the informal groups of young people, 
especially in activities related to Action 1.2 of 
“Youth in Action” Programme. 

  Teachers will then have the opportunity to 
participate in an actual training course on co-
aching techniques and tools, combined with 
examples of best practices and experiments 
developed within their local context and at na-
tional level.

  The expected result of the work of teachers 
is the development and sharing during the Ple-
nary session of a Declaration of engagement 
containing a series of behaviours, limits and 
commitments that characterize their support of 
the informal groups of young people who are 
and will remain owners of the projects created 
during the Meeting and afterwards submitted to 
the National Agencies for funding in the context 
of the Program “Youth in Action”.

Methodology

  The group of experts guiding the wor-
kshops of the 9 under-groups of students and 
of the teachers is part of the network of trainers 
REPLAY (Resources for European Projects and 
Learning Activities for Youth).

  The international team belongs to the net-
work of CEMEA, training centres for methods of 
active education, which for more than 50 years 
in Italy has used the same methodological ap-
proach in all its activities with all types of groups; 
this methodological approach of non formal 
education for young people, was adopted by 
both the Directorate of Youth and Sport of the 
Council of Europe through a partnership with 
the European Commission and especially by the 
SALTO resource centres.

  The methodology is based on the principle 
of learning by doing, testing situations or activi-
ties that stimulate reflection of the individual, of 
the group and of the individual over the group. 

  The active methodology allows the partici-
pant to learn more about himself in the path of 
human growth with the final objective of increa-
sing self-awareness. A process that relies on the 
interaction with the group through a continuous 
exchange of input and feedback. The participant 
is not an empty element that uses training to be 
filled with concepts, but takes an active role for 
himself and other people involved. 

  Each proposed activity (simulations, ga-
mes, games of knowledge, sharing in small 
groups, etc ...) aims at building an experience 
for the participants that can be a starting point, 
a metaphorical bridge towards new activities 
and future experiences, which continue to make 
him/her grow and explore further. 

  The active methodology has as its referen-
ce point the development of the human being, 
considered as a continuous process based on 
life long learning.

  Each trainer has at its disposal a wide ran-
ge of educational tools more or less structured: 
work in small groups for discussion and compa-
rison with respect to personal experiences, lec-
tures for guidance and sharing specific informa-
tion and for the moments of plenary sessions, 
case study for investigating specific situations, 
the role play and simulations to induce proces-



9

MEETING  

   2010

EUROPEAN
YOUTH

ses of identification in various situations that, by 
analogy, can expand the awareness of personal 
resources and limitations in different contexts.

  Each trainer is has the role of a "facilitator of 
learning processes" alternating new ideas/ mo-
ments of sharing and debriefing activities. This 
approach can increase the capacity of analysis 
and recognition of the personal resources by the 
participants.

Expected results

  The Meeting is thought as an event that 
aims to provide practical tools for young Euro-
pean participants to deal in an active manner 
with the main issues of poverty and social exclu-
sion found in their territory of origin. 

  The development of a micro-project is the-
refore the action which allows young people, as-
sisted by trained teachers during the Meeting to 
the role of Coach, to increase their awareness 
about the reality of social problems at both lo-
cal and European levels, to mature the expertise 
needed to make more project proposals of Eu-
ropean importance and to aspire to obtain re-
sources for their projects developed during the 
Meeting by presenting them to European asses-
sment bodies under the EU Program "Youth in 
Action".

  By collecting  the filled in preparatory Forms 
the experts will be able to establish a direct link 
between the situation in different countries of 
origin of the participants and the territorial needs 
related to the topic chosen by each delegation 
that composes the working group. 

  This material will be used for the initial pha-
se for developing the micro-projects in which the 
topic will be develop from the local approach to-
wards a more general one and from the Euro-
pean level to the local community of the young 
participants.

  The territorial needs raised by the delega-
tions put against the needs that will be dealt with 
within the projects created inside the working 
groups (3 groups for each of the three themes; 
in the end 9 project proposals) will be a key fac-
tor in assessing the practicality and applicability 
of the draft projects, 3 of which (one for each 
of the 3 topics), will be adopted by the Plenary 
Assembly of the participants. 

  The official support of the institutions pre-
sent on the 27th November will go to those 
projects that will, from their point of view, not 
just respond better to the needs of local areas/
regions, but will also represent, once implemen-
ted, adaptable and transferable experiences in 
the complexity of the European landscape, cre-
ating best practices to be spread out and en-
hanced.

  Thus a further assessment process will be 
carried out by the National Agencies for the 
“Youth in Action” Program where the projects 
will be presented by the groups of young people 
who want to become active protagonists, re-
sponding to objective and to the predetermined 
criteria of the Program.

  The process of developing the final pro-
ducts, for which the European Youth Meeting 
2010 will offer its full support, will also provide 
these applications with the related documenta-
tion that will enhance and facilitate the eligibility 
of these projects.

  Through the open dialogue with the authori-
ties invited, the various opportunities dedicated 
to the Youth by the EU institutions will be made 
clear, and in particular, the emphasis will be on 
the projects of the DG Education and Culture of 
the European Commission.
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The diary

  All participants (students and teachers) at 
the beginning of the activities of the Meeting will 
receive a Diary in which every day they can be 
write down their thoughts, emotions and im-
pressions of their experience in Bologna, in a 
sort of a daily personal Diary.

  The best contributions of these Diaries, ac-
companied by the photos taken by the partici-
pants during the Meeting, will be published in 
the Volume that the Legislative Assembly will 
publish and distribute to all delegations as feed-
back of the 2010 European Youth Meeting.

  Furthermore, the contents of the Diaries 
may also represent a tool for dissemination of 
the activities of the Meeting inside the schools 
of origin of the delegations and can be an addi-
tional instrument for allowing the further study of 
the topics discussed in Bologna.

Contest
“Take a look at... the Other”

  Being able to see the poverty around one’s 
self and recognize the symptoms of social ex-
clusion, are the basis for questioning the world 
around and ways in which each of us can con-
tribute to improving the situation. 

  Each delegation will have the opportunity, 
supporting the preparatory work required prior 
to the Meeting, to interpret and represent in a 
concrete and realistic manner the problems rela-
ted to poverty and social exclusion in its territory, 
and to propose possible solutions, inspired also 
by the daily activities of those who operate in 
this field.

  Each delegation, individually or in coopera-
tion with a partner school, can present a video 
clip with a maximum duration of 3 minutes. 

  The video clips will have to reach our offi-
ces no later then 4th of  November 2010.

  The first top-rated ones will be awarded a 
prize. These video clips will be presented during 
a specific moment of the event. 


