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    What is the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System? 


The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) is a tool of the European Higher Education Area for making studies and courses more transparent. It helps students to move between countries and to have their academic qualifications and study periods abroad recognised. 


ECTS allows credits taken at one higher education institution to be counted towards a qualification studied for at another. ECTS credits represent learning based on defined learning outcomes and their associated workload. 


ECTS enhances the flexibility of study programmes for students. It also supports the planning, delivery and evaluation of higher education programmes. It is a central tool in the Bologna Process, which aims to make national education systems more comparable internationally. ECTS also helps make other documents, such as the Diploma Supplement, clearer and easier to use in different countries. 


ECTS has been adopted by most of the countries in the European Higher Education Area as the national credit system and is increasingly used elsewhere. 


Why is ECTS needed?


Differences between national higher education systems can lead to problems concerning the recognition of qualifications and mobility periods abroad. This issue is addressed in part by enhancing the comprehension of the learning outcomes and workload of programmes of study. 


ECTS also makes it possible to blend different learning styles, such as university and work-based learning, within the same programme of study or through lifelong learning.


How does it work?


60 ECTS credits are the equivalent of a full year of study or work. In a standard academic year, these credits are usually broken down into several smaller modules. A typical 'short cycle qualification' typically includes 90-120 ECTS credits. A ‘first cycle’ (or bachelor's) degree consists of either 180 or 240 ECTS credits.  


Usually a ‘second cycle’ (or master's) degree equates to 90 or 120 ECTS credits. The use of the ECTS at the ‘third cycle’, or Ph.D. level, varies. 


ECTS is applied to support student mobility between higher education institutions. The course catalogues, Learning Agreements and Transcripts of Records help the recognition and transfer of credits earned by students during a mobility period abroad. The ECTS Users' Guide describes the system and how it is used in greater detail. 
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    1. Did you find this page useful?
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            What was useful about it?
                - Please select one option -
Information easily accessible
Information valuable
Accurate content
Visually appealing
Easy navigation
User friendly



                


            What was the main issue?
                - Please select one option -
Information on the page is not clear, incomplete or inaccurate
Translation problem
Cannot find the information I need
Broken link(s)
The page does not display well
Other technical issue
The page or part of it is inaccessible
Other
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      (mandatory)      Please choose option
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            What type of problem?
                - Please select one option -
Information on the page is not clear, incomplete or inaccurate
Translation problem
Cannot find the information I need
Broken link(s)
The page does not display well
Other technical issue
The page or part of it is not accessible
Other
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            3. Help us improve further
                    
            Please tell us more about the context.


        

        
    



                








Thanks for your feedback


We are happy to see that your experience was positive.

Don't forget to share the pages you like with your friends and colleagues.




If you need to ask a question, please contact Europe direct.
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