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OFFICIAL OPENING

Odile QUINTIN is Director General for Education and Culture at the European Commission. She studied at 
Cambridge and Lyon Universities where she obtained a Post Graduate Degree both in Public Law and Political 
Sciences, and in Comparative Public Law. She is an Official in the European Commission since 1971. In 
2000, she was appointed Director-General DG «Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities». She is 
Chairperson of the Governing Board of the European Training Foundation. She has notably published the book 
“Social Europe, issues and realities” (with Brigitte Favarel). 

Ángel GABILONDO PUJOL is the Spanish Minister of Education and President-in-office of the Council Education. 
Mr. Gabilondo became Rector (President) of the “Universidad Autónoma de Madrid” in May 2002. He is full 
Professor of Metaphysics at the same University, in the Faculty of Philosophy and Literature, where he took his 
master and doctorate degrees. He obtained his doctoral degree with the dissertation entitled “The concept as 
experience and system”. He has been the Dean of that Faculty from 1989–1992 where he had previously been 
the Vice-Dean for Professors for three years.
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SESSION 1

Josep BORRELL FONTELLES is the President of the European University Institute (since 2010). He served both as 
Member (2004–2009) and President (2004–2007) of the European Parliament. During his high-level political ca-
reer, he also held the functions of Minister for Public Works, Transport, the Environment and Telecommunications 
(1991–1996), Secretary of State for Finance (1984–1991), Member of the Spanish Congress of Deputies (1986–
2004) and Member of Regional Parliament for Madrid (1979–1982). Mr Borrell was active as University Lecturer 
and Chair of Economics at the Complutense University of Madrid. He holds a PhD in Economics (Complutense 
University of Madrid), a Master’s degree in Applied Mathematics (Stanford University), a Master’s degree in the 
Economics of Oil (Institut Français du Pétrole, Paris) and a degree of Aeronautical Engineer (Technical University 
of Madrid). 

Juan Manuel FABRA VALLÉS holds a Jean Monnet Chair in the “Creation, Application and Control of Political and 
Economic Rules in the European Union” at the Complutense University of Madrid. He served both as Member 
(2000–2005) and President (2002–2005) of the European Court of Auditors. Previously, he was a Member of 
the European Parliament (1994–2000) and of the Spanish Congress of Deputies (1982–1994). He studied Law 
at the Complutense University of Madrid.

Fritz BREUSS holds a Jean Monnet Chair in the “Economic Aspects of European Integration” and is Professor 
Emeritus at the Vienna University of Economics and Business. Since 2009, he is Chairman of the Austrian 
Economic Society (Nationalökonomischen Gesellschaft Österreichs) and Managing Editor of EMPIRICA – Journal 
of European Economics. Between 2003 and 2008, Professor Breuss served as President of ECSA-Austria. He was 
Visiting Scholar at the University of California at Berkeley and at Cambridge University.

James WICKHAM holds a Jean Monnet Chair in “European Labour Market Studies” and is Professor in the 
Department of Sociology and Director of the Employment Research Centre at Trinity College Dublin. His inter-
est in European education and training developed from a concern with the social production of skilled labour 
in different institutional contexts. A key interest now is the relationship between education, training and the 
European Social Model. 

Nikolaos BALTAS is Professor of Economics of the Athens University of Economics and Business and holds the 
Jean Monnet Chair in “EU – Institutions and Economic Policy”. He is Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Management Organization Unit of Community Support Framework since 2007. He was also President of the 
Hellenic University Association for European Studies (1999–2000 and 2002–2003). Member of the Scientific 
Board of the National Centre of Social Research as well as Visiting Fellow of Oxford University, Queen Elisabeth 
House and Visiting Professor of the University of Montpellier I. He was Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Hellenic Railways (2004–2007), Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Center of Greek Public 
Enterprises and Organizations (2005–2008), and Member of the Board of Directors of the Agricultural Bank of 
Greece (2008–). 



SESSION 2

Eva ALMUNIA BADÍA is the State Secretary for Education and Professional Training. She has served the citizens 
for a long time from different places in the Administration, as a member of local City Council ans as a Member of 
Parliament in Aragon. She was also Minister of Education in the Government of Aragon from 2001 until of 2008. 
This year she was appointed State Secretary for Education and Professional Training. She has been a driving 
force for modernizing the education in Spain and started a technological and educational plan in every Primary 
School in Aragon called Digital Board Plan in 2003. In 2009, she promoted an ambitious new plan called School 
2.0 to equip pupils with laptops. 

Dusan SIDJANSKI is Special Adviser to European Commission President Barroso. He is Founder and Emeritus 
Professor of the Department of Political Science and at the European Institute of the University of Geneva. He 
is also Honorary President of the European Cultural Centre in Geneva. He has written numerous publications on 
federalism and European integration, including L’Avenir fédéraliste de l’Europe: La Communauté européenne 
des origines au traité de Maastricht, which has been translated into Italian, Serbo-Croatian, Portugese, Greek, 
Russian, Spanish and English; The Federal Future of Europe, University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, 2000; 
Le dialogue des cultures à l’aube du XXIe siècle. Hommage à Denis de Rougemont par José Manuel Barroso 
(Editor in collaboration with F. Saint-Ouen), Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2007; A new era for Europe: the Lisbon Treaty, 
in International Handbook of Economic Integration, Edward Elgar, to be published.

Madlen SERBAN is Director of the European Training Foundation in Turin. Previously, she served as Director 
of the National Centre for Technical and Vocational Education and Training in Romania. She represented the 
Romanian government on the ETF’s Governing Board from 1998–2007, and Cedefop’s Governing Board from 
2007–2009. She has a broad international experience from her work as an expert and evaluator for interna-
tional organisations such as UNESCO, USAID, the European Commission, OECD, the World Bank and the ETF. She 
holds a PhD degree in Social Partnership in Education and Training from the University of Bucharest.

Léonce BEKEMANS holds a Jean Monnet Chair in “Globalisation, Intercultural Dialogue and Inclusiveness in 
the EU” and is academic coordinator of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence “Intercultural Dialogue and Multi-
level Governance” at the University of Padua (I). He is also the President of “Ryckevelde”, a European and 
International Information and Training Centre near Bruges in Belgium, and of ECSA-Belgium. He is a visiting pro-
fessor at the University “La Sapienza” in Rome, the Opole University in Poland and of the International University 
of Catalunya in Barcelona. Previously, he held a Jean Monnet Module at Polonia University in Czestochowa, 
Poland, was Professor of Economics and Society at the College of Europe in Bruges (B) and Senior Lecturer at 
the European Institute of Public Administration in Maastricht (NL).

Savvas KATSIKIDES holds a Jean Monnet Chair in “European Economic Integration” and is Professor of Sociology 
at the University of Cyprus where he served as Chairman of the Department of Social and Political Sciences and 
as Deputy Dean of the Humanities and Social Sciences Faculty. He is the President of the Cyprus Sociological 
Association and was President of ECSA-Cyprus. Previously, he was a Lecturer at the University of Technology 
in Vienna and held Visiting Professorships at Leeds Metropolitan University, (UK), Central Connecticut State 
University, (USA) the University of Piraeus, (GR) and Vienna University of Technology (Austria).



SESSION 3

Enrique BARÓN CRESPO holds a Jean Monnet Chair in the “Development of Legislative Power in the European 
Union” at the University of Castilla la Mancha. He is a former President of the European Parliament (1989–1992) 
and also served as Chairman of the Parliaments’ Group of the Party of European Socialists (1999–2004). He 
was human rights lawyer under the Francoist dictatorship and was Member of the Spanish Congress of Deputies 
starting in 1977 in the Constitutional Term, representing Madrid. He notably held the function of Minister of 
Transport, Tourism and Communications between 1982 and 1985. He is President of the International Yehudi 
Menuhin Foundation and the European Foundation for the Information Society, and member of the board of the 
Dalí Foundation.

Julio AÑOVEROS TRÍAS DE BES holds a Jean Monnet Chair in European Law at ESADE Business School Barcelona, 
where he is also Director of the International Business Law Programme. He is a former Member of the European 
Parliament (1994–1999) and a current Member of the Council of Guarantees of Catalonia.

Aviana BULGARELLI is Director of the European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (Cedefop). 
During her tenure she has placed Cedefop at the forefront of European policy-making in the field. Before her 
appointment in 2005, she had a career alternating applied research and policy-making. Previously, she was 
Director-General for Guidance and Vocational Training Policies at the Italian Ministry of Labour and Social 
Policies (2002–2005). In her career as a researcher in labour market and policy analysis issues, she was Director 
of Research in the Italian Vocational Education and Training Research Institute (ISFOL) and Director of the Italian 
Programme and Policy Evaluation Unit of the European Social Fund. 

Dirk VAN DAMME is the Head of Centre for Educational Research and Innovation at OECD in Paris. Previously, 
he served as Director and Deputy Director in the Cabinet of the Flemish Minister of Education and as Director 
General of the Flemish Rectors’ Conference VLIR. He is Professor of Educational Sciences at Ghent University 
where he obtained his PhD. 

Nico GROENENDIJK holds a Jean Monnet Chair in “European Economic Governance” at the University of Twente 
(Netherlands) where he is also Co-Director of the Centre for European Studies. He is a Research Fellow of the 
Institute for Governance Studies (IGS, University of Twente) and Senior Member of the Netherlands Institute of 
Government (NIG). He currently serves as President of EUSA-Netherlands.



SESSION 4

Marius RUBIRALTA is Secretary General for Universities at the Spanish Ministry for Education since April 2009 
and is former State Secretary of Universities in the Ministry of Science and Innovation. He is also a Member of 
the “Magna Charta Universitatum”. He holds a PhD in Chemical Sciences and was Professor of Organic Chemistry 
at the Pharmacy Faculty of the University of Barcelona, where he was first Vice-rector of Research (1994–2001) 
and then Rector (2005–2008). He is the author of more than one hundred publications in international journals 
and Director of fifteen doctoral theses on policy making in different fields, especially in technology transfer. He 
is responsible of the new Spanish Strategy University 2015 to modernise Spanish Universities and of the pro-
gram “International Campus of Excellence”.

José M. DE AREILZA CARVAJAL is the Dean of Instituto de Empresa Law School where he holds a Jean Monnet 
Chair and is President of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence. He served as Advisor to the Spanish Prime 
Minister’s Office and as Advisor to the Representative of the Spanish Government in the European Convention 
on the Future of Europe. He was admitted to the New York Bar and he is a Member of the Board of Directors in 
the Madrid Bar Association. He served as Visiting Professor at UCP Lisboa, the College of Europe in Natolin, 
Central European University, the National University of Singapore and William & Mary School of Law, Virginia. 
He obtained both his Doctorate and his Master of Laws degrees at Harvard Law School.

Jacques PELKMANS is the Jan Tinbergen Chair of European Economic Integration at the College of Europe in 
Bruges and Director of its Economic Studies Department. He held the Chair on ‘Business & Europe’ at the Vlerick 
School of Management (Leuven/Gent). Previously, he served as Council member of the WRR, a think-tank on 
public policy analysis attached to the Dutch Prime Minister Office and was Professor of Economics at Maastricht 
University, the European Institute of Public Administration and the European University Institute. He was also 
Research Director at the European Institute for Asian Studies and Senior Research Fellow at Centre for European 
Policy Studies. 

Kestutis KRISCIUNAS is Jean Monnet Chair in “European Economic Integration: Knowledge Based Economy” 
and Director of the Institute of Europe at Kaunas University of Technology in Lithuania. After completion of his 
second mandate as Rector of the Kaunas University of Technology, he concentrated on European research and 
the higher education’s role in knowledge based economy. He serves as Secretary General of the Lithuanian 
Universities Rectors’ Conference. 

Helena TENDERA WŁASZCZUK holds a Jean Monnet Chair at Cracow University of Economics where she is 
Coordinator of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence and Director of the Department of European Economic 
Integration. Previously, she was Director of the International Economical Relations Department and Director of 
Postgraduate MBA studies at the University of Economics in Katowice. In 1997, she was appointed Member of 
the European Integration Council by the Polish Prime Minister. 



SESSION 5

Jordi CURELL GOTOR is Director of Lifelong Learning: Horizontal Lisbon Policy Issues and International Affairs 
in the Directorate General for Education and Culture of the European Commission. Since 1986, he has worked 
at the European Commission in different positions, including in Directorate General Employment, where he was 
responsible for coordinating the preparation and implementation of the European Social Agenda. He studied Law 
at the University of Murcia.

José Manuel MARTINEZ SIERRA is Director General of International Affairs at the Spanish Ministry for Education. 
He holds a Jean Monnet Chair in European Constitutional Law at the Complutense University of Madrid where 
he also graduated in Law, Political Science and Sociology. He holds a Masters Degree in International and 
Comparative Law (Amsterdam University) and a Masters Degree in European Union Law (Alcalá University). He 
obtained his Doctorate in Law and European Law at the Complutense University of Madrid. 

Vlasta KUNOVA holds a Jean Monnet Chair at the Faculty of Law of Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia. 
She is the director of the Institute of International Law and Comparative Law. Her specialisation is the European 
Constitutional Law and External Relations of the EU. She acted as an expert on legal approximation in Ukraine, 
Serbia, Uzbekistan and Mediterranean countries. She was a key expert for the projects in Belarus, and projects 
dealing with the state administration reform in the new EU member states. She publishes books mainly on ef-
fectiveness of the EU decision making processes, human rights protection and harmonization of law. 

Ramon MARIMÓN is Director of the Max Weber Postdoctoral Programme and Professor of Economics at the 
European University Institute. He is on leave from the Universitat Pompeu Fabra, of which he was co-found-
er. He obtained a PhD in Economics at Northwestern University, was Assistant Professor at the University of 
Minnesota, and visitor in numerous US and European universities. His research on macroeconomics, contract 
theory and learning has been published in the leading international economic journals. Fellow, and former 
president, of the Spanish Economic Association, Fellow of the European Economic Association, and Research 
Fellow of CEPR and NBER. He has been member of several advisory groups on European Research Policy for 
the European Commission and, from 2000 to 2002, he was State Secretary for Science and Technology in the 
Spanish government. 

Anne DEIGHTON is Professor of European International Politics at the University of Oxford, UK. She is a Fellow 
of Wolfson College in the University, and she also holds a Jean Monnet Chair in the History of the European 
Integration. She has been a faculty fellow in the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, and a Visiting Professor at 
the Institut Universitaire des Hautes Etudes Internationales in Geneva, the Universities of Paris I and Paris III, 
and the Université Libre de Bruxelles. In March 2010, she will take up a visiting professorship at Sciences Po in 
Paris. She has published extensively on the cold war, on British foreign policy, and on contemporary European 
and EU security issues.



CLOSING SESSION

Odile QUINTIN is Director General for Education and Culture at the European Commission. She studied at 
Cambridge and Lyon Universities where she obtained a Post Graduate Degree both in Public Law and Political 
Sciences, and in Comparative Public Law. She is an Official in the European Commission since 1971. In 
2000, she was appointed Director-General DG «Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities ». She is 
Chairperson of the Governing Board of the European Training Foundation. She has notably published the book 
“Social Europe, issues and realities” (with Brigitte Favarel). 

Gil Carlos RODRIGUEZ IGLESIAS is Director of the Elcano Royal Institute and Professor of Public International Law 
at the Complutense University of Madrid. He holds a Jean Monnet Chair in “European Community Law”. He has 
been both Judge (1986–2003) and President (1994–2003) of the Court of Justice of the European Communities. 
Previously, he was a Professor at the Universities of Extremadura and Granada and a Lecturer at the Universities 
of Oviedo, Freiburg i. Br., Autónoma de Madrid and Complutense de Madrid. He is currently President of the 
Spanish Association for European Law and of FIDE (Fédération Internationale de Droit Européen) 

José-María GIL-ROBLES holds a Jean Monnet Chair at the Complutense University of Madrid where he is also 
coordinator of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence. He has been both Member (1989–2004) and President 
(1997–1999) of the European Parliament, and is currently President of the Parliament’s Former Members 
Association. He is also President of the Jean Monnet Foundation in Lausanne and the European University 
Council for the Jean Monnet Programme. He was President of the International European Movement. He studied 
Law at the Universities of Deusto (Bilbao) and Salamanca.

Dusan SIDJANSKI is Special Adviser to European Commission President Barroso. He is Founder and Emeritus 
Professor of the Department of Political Science and at the European Institute of the University of Geneva. He 
is also Honorary President of the European Cultural Centre in Geneva. He has written numerous publications on 
federalism and European integration, including L’Avenir fédéraliste de l’Europe: La Communauté européenne 
des origines au traité de Maastricht, which has been translated into Italian, Serbo-Croatian, Portugese, Greek, 
Russian, Spanish and English; The Federal Future of Europe, University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, 2000; 
Le dialogue des cultures à l’aube du XXIe siècle. Hommage à Denis de Rougemont par José Manuel Barroso 
(Editor in collaboration with F. Saint-Ouen), Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2007; A new era for Europe: the Lisbon Treaty, 
in International Handbook of Economic Integration, Edward Elgar, to be published.

Diego LÓPEZ GARRIDO is Secretary of State for the European Union in the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation. Between 2006 and 2008, he was Parliamentary Spokesman for the Socialist group in the 
Spanish Parliament and a member of the Federal Executive Committee of the PSOE (Spanish Socialist Workers’ 
Party). He has alternated his parliamentary career (which began in 1993) with his academic activity holding 
a Chair in Constitutional Law. He is also an expert an expert in European issues, on which he has published 
numerous studies. He also participated in the European Convention which drafted the European Constitution 
project. 


