
KnowledgeKnowledge Society Society 
asas a a CivilisationCivilisation ChallengeChallenge

ofof the 21st the 21st CenturyCentury
–– New MS New MS CaseCase

Associate Prof. JUDr. Vlasta KunovAssociate Prof. JUDr. Vlasta Kunováá
Jean Monnet ChairJean Monnet Chair

Comenius UniversityComenius University
Institute Institute ofof International Relations and Comparative LawInternational Relations and Comparative Law



Geographical location: Geographical location: 
Central EuropeCentral Europe



COMENIUS UNIVERSITYCOMENIUS UNIVERSITY
Šafárikovo sq. 6, 815 05  Bratislava

foundedfounded onon June 27June 27thth, 1919, 1919 and follows the and follows the 
university tradition of the Academia university tradition of the Academia 
IstropolitanaIstropolitana which was established in Bratislava which was established in Bratislava 
by Matthias by Matthias CorvinusCorvinus, the Hungarian King, in , the Hungarian King, in 
14651465
the the largestlargest and the and the oldestoldest University in the University in the 
Slovak Slovak RRepublicepublic withwith fullfull accreditationaccreditation
consistsconsists ofof 13 13 facultiesfaculties, , includingincluding FacultyFaculty ofof LawLaw



Institute Institute ofof International RelationsInternational Relations
and and ComparativeComparative LawLaw

Jean Monnet ChairJean Monnet Chair

established in 1992 for training and education of established in 1992 for training and education of 
diplomatic service employees, for education in diplomatic service employees, for education in 
IInternationalnternational RRelaelattions and European Union ions and European Union 
issuesissues

providesprovides fourfour--semesterssemesters postgraduatepostgraduate studystudy
programmeprogramme, , notnot dependingdepending on the on the previousprevious
specializationspecialization





SSPECIFICITIES OF EDUCATION IPECIFICITIES OF EDUCATION INN THE THE 
NEW MEMBER STATESNEW MEMBER STATES

1. A1. Absencebsence of agreement between political of agreement between political 
entitiesentities concerning the concerning the prioritiespriorities ofof the the 
reform of reform of education education 

2. 2. MissingMissing commoncommon strategystrategy in in responseresponse to   to   
economiceconomic crisiscrisis phenomenaphenomena ((raisedraised
unemploymentunemployment by 5,4 by 5,4 millionmillion to 21,8  to 21,8  
millionmillion betweenbetween MarchMarch and August 2009)and August 2009)



SPECIFICITIES OF EDUCATION IN THE 
NEW MEMBER STATES (2)

3. 3. UnequalUnequal workwork conditionsconditions of teachers at all of teachers at all 
levels levels of educationof education betweenbetween oldold and new MSand new MS
4. P4. Problemsroblems ofof minminoorityrity schoolsschools (language (language 
law, use of minority language)law, use of minority language)
5. O5. Outdatedutdated technical equipment and technical equipment and 
infrastructurinfrastructuree

6. 6. LackLack ofof projectproject skillsskills



SPECIFICITIES OF EDUCATION IN
NEW MEMBER STATES (3)

7. 7. CommunicationsCommunications barriersbarriers withwith foreignforeign
partnerspartners

8. 8. LackLack ofof networkingnetworking withwith anan internationalinternational
educationaleducational and and researchresearch teamsteams

9. 9. ConservativismConservativism towardstowards integratingintegrating
educationeducation, , researchresearch and and innovationinnovation

10. C10. Certainertain signs of discrimination of private signs of discrimination of private 
schoolsschools



SPECIFICITIES OF EDUCATION IN
NEW MEMBER STATES (4)

11. 11. LackLack ofof knowknow--howhow and and goodgood practicespractices in in 
managementmanagement ofof the European the European ResearchResearch AreaArea in in 
new MS and new MS and lowlow participationparticipation ofof new MS in the 7 new MS in the 7 
FrameworkFramework ProgrammeProgramme

12. 12. InsufficientInsufficient workwork withwith exceptionallyexceptionally tallentedtallented
and and creativecreative studentsstudents

13. 13. LackLack ofof qualityquality ofof UniversitiesUniversities



SPECIFICITIES OF EDUCATION IN
NEW MEMBER STATES (5)

SmallSmall numbernumber ofof the the UniversitiesUniversities are are amongamong firstfirst
50 ( 20  50 ( 20  –– Charles University, 27 Charles University, 27 –– MasarykMasaryk
University)University)

ComeniusComenius University University –– 508 508 placeplace



ProceduresProcedures toto problemproblem solvingsolving

Preparing an analysis of the existing situationPreparing an analysis of the existing situation
AssessmentAssessment and and impactimpact studiesstudies ofof educationeducation policypolicy
mechanismmechanism
Proposal of changes and a new conceptProposal of changes and a new concept developmentdevelopment
Deepening the process of standardization and Deepening the process of standardization and 
eeuropeisationuropeisation of education at all levelsof education at all levels
More More effectiveeffective coordination of the coordination of the educationeducation
process by the EU in the Member States (according process by the EU in the Member States (according 
to Article 6 of TEU, the Lisbon Treaty)to Article 6 of TEU, the Lisbon Treaty)



MEASURES to MEASURES to improveimprove situationsituation
1.1 1.1 OpenOpen dialoguedialogue withinwithin the the politicalpolitical partiesparties

1.2 1.2 OpenOpen dialoguedialogue betweenbetween parentsparents, , pupilspupils, , studentsstudents and and 
teachersteachers

2.1 2.1 DevelopmentDevelopment and and implementationimplementation ofof StrategyStrategy copyingcopying the the 
realreal situationsituation on the on the labourlabour marketmarket

2.2 2.2 StimulationStimulation ofof unemployedunemployed jobseekersjobseekers to to participateparticipate in in 
vocationalvocational trainingtraining programmesprogrammes fundedfunded fromfrom the ESFthe ESF

2.4  2.4  SupportSupport the 3rd the 3rd AgeAge UniversitiesUniversities and and LifelongLifelong EducationEducation

2.5 2.5 Emphasis on access to quality education for the widest Emphasis on access to quality education for the widest 
groups of the population groups of the population 



MEASURES to MEASURES to improveimprove situationsituation
3.1 3.1 IncreasedIncreased publicpublic fundingfunding to to investmentinvestment in in educationeducation
includingincluding EU EU fundsfunds untiluntil 20132013

4.1 4.1 SupportSupport and aand applyingpplying the principle of multilingualism the principle of multilingualism 
supported by the EU, besides onesupported by the EU, besides one’’s mother tongue. Enabling s mother tongue. Enabling 
students to choose, besides their mother tongue, to study a students to choose, besides their mother tongue, to study a 
minority language where there are minority language where there are favourablefavourable material and material and 
staffing conditions.staffing conditions.

5.1 More 5.1 More investmentinvestment to to supportsupport ICTICT

5.2 5.2 Improving infrastructure and equipment of schools at all Improving infrastructure and equipment of schools at all 
levels of education.levels of education.

5.3.5.3.Introduction of new technologies Introduction of new technologies –– notebooks replacing notebooks replacing 
copybooks and textbookscopybooks and textbooks (Slovak (Slovak FacebookFacebook groupgroup))



MEASURES to MEASURES to improveimprove situationsituation

6.1 6.1 ComprehensiveComprehensive trainingtraining programmesprogrammes ((ToTToT, study , study 
programmesprogrammes forfor the the topicstopics, , practicalpractical trainingtraining, , Training of Training of 
teachers and schoolteachers and school management in the acquisition of management in the acquisition of 
project skills, funded and coproject skills, funded and co-- financed from structural funds financed from structural funds 
earmarked for education.earmarked for education.

7.1. 7.1. Foreign language training for teachers and school Foreign language training for teachers and school 
management funded and comanagement funded and co--financed from EU fundsfinanced from EU funds

8.1 8.1 Mobility of teachers and students aimed at obtaining Mobility of teachers and students aimed at obtaining 
experience in the area of education, study and school experience in the area of education, study and school 
management comanagement co--financed from EU funds.financed from EU funds.



MEASURES to MEASURES to improveimprove situationsituation

8.2 8.2 Possibility of attracting foreign experts as teachers, Possibility of attracting foreign experts as teachers, 
school managers, and creation of conditions for a wider school managers, and creation of conditions for a wider 
participation of foreign lecturers, professors and managers at participation of foreign lecturers, professors and managers at 
all types of schoolsall types of schools

8.3 8.3 SupportSupport the the multilateralmultilateral EU EU projectsprojects

9.1 9.1 AwarenessAwareness RaisingRaising on on KnowledgeKnowledge Triangle  Triangle  forfor
SustainableSustainable Society ( Society ( educationeducation, , researchresearch, , innovationinnovation))

10.1 10.1 Supporting private schools and putting them on equal Supporting private schools and putting them on equal 
footing at all levels of education, by means of legislative footing at all levels of education, by means of legislative 
amendments and by establishing criteria for the use of amendments and by establishing criteria for the use of 
structural funds and eligibility for drawing down on EU structural funds and eligibility for drawing down on EU 
funds.funds.



MEASURES to MEASURES to improveimprove situationsituation

11.1. Access 11.1. Access ofof new MS to new MS to bebe budgetbudget holderholder
((consultationconsultation fromfrom the the sideside ofof thethe oldold MS) MS) 
11.2 11.2 CommonCommon strategystrategy ofof skilledskilled partnerspartners to to helphelp
new MS new MS withwith equalequal participationparticipation in a in a programmesprogrammes
11.3 11.3 Emphasis on knowledge society as a Emphasis on knowledge society as a 
civilization challenge of the 21st centurycivilization challenge of the 21st century
12. 1 12. 1 SupportSupport the the CentresCentres ofof CreativityCreativity and and 
Excellence, Excellence, TechnologicalTechnological IncubatorsIncubators, Jean , Jean MonetMonet
ActionAction
12.2 12.2 Support for exceptionally talented and creative Support for exceptionally talented and creative 
studentsstudents



MEASURES to MEASURES to improveimprove situationsituation

13.1. 13.1. StandardisationStandardisation and and EuropeisationEuropeisation ofof HighHigh
SchoolSchool EducationEducation
13.2 13.2 SelfSelf--EvaluationEvaluation ofof UniversitiesUniversities
13.3 13.3 TargetTarget on on PostPost--GraduateGraduate DoctoralDoctoral StudyStudy
13.4 New Study 13.4 New Study ProgrammeProgramme and Curriculaand Curricula
13.4 13.4 SynergySynergy ofof Study Study ProgrammesProgrammes
13.5 13.5 UniversitiesUniversities –– ResearchResearch friendlyfriendly entitiesentities



INSTITUTIONALISATIONINSTITUTIONALISATION
AND POLICY  PAPERSAND POLICY  PAPERS

White Paper on EducationWhite Paper on Education

Action Plan of the EU for Education ReformAction Plan of the EU for Education Reform

EthicsEthics Code for the European TeacherCode for the European Teacherss

European European AccreditationAccreditation CommissionCommission

StrengtheningStrengthening ofof the Role the Role ofof the European the European 
University University AssociationAssociation



INSTITUTIONALISATIONINSTITUTIONALISATION
AND POLICY  PAPERSAND POLICY  PAPERS

StrengtheningStrengthening the the competencycompetency ofof EU in the EU in the fieldfield ofof
EducationEducation? ? 
(Art. 6 (Art. 6 „„The The UnionUnion shallshall havehave competencecompetence to to carrycarry
outout actionsactions toto supportsupport, , coordinatecoordinate or or supplementsupplement
theactionstheactions ofof the the MemberMember StatesStates““). ). 

Lisabon Lisabon StrategyStrategy mustmust bebe openedopened and and flexibleflexible
documentdocument



ThankThank youyou

forfor youryour attentionattention!!
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