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The development of the MICREF project (in cooperation with ENTR and the JRC-Ispra) has 
produced a tool for monitoring and analysing the reform process. MICREF provides a 
systematic record of micro-economic reform measures in the 27 EU Member States between 
2000 and 2008. The database also includes a set of descriptive features of these reform 
measures to facilitate cross-country comparisons of priorities. 
 
MICREF is organised around three broad policy domains:  
- open and competitive markets;  
- business environment and entrepreneurship; and  
- knowledge-based economy. 
 
These domains correspond to seven broad policy fields: market integration; competition 
policy; sector-specific regulation; start-up conditions; business environment; R&D and 
innovation; and education; each policy field is subdivided into areas of policy intervention.  
 
The purpose of the meeting is to have an exchange of views with invited external experts on 
the design and potential exploitation of the MICREF database as a new step in the analysis of 
microeconomic reforms. 
 
11:00-11:10 Opening remarks and Chair 
by Gert-Jan Koopman, Director, DG Economic and Financial Affairs (DG ECFIN), 
European Commission. 
 
1. First session - Tools for monitoring and analysing reforms across countries and over 
time. 
 
1.1. MICREF database: design, contents and complementarities with other databases 
tracking structural reforms. 
 
11:10-11:25 
"Presentation of MICREF" by Barbara Moench, (DG ECFIN). 
 
11:25-11:40  
"Presentation of the recent developments and the use of LABREF" by Alfonso Arpaia, (DG 
ECFIN). 
 
11:40-12:10 Panel discussion 
 
- How to classify reform measures according to their economic impact? 
- How to improve the structure of the database for analytical work? 
- How to increase the data density of the database? 
- What are the most appropriate other sources to complement MICREF? 
 
Panellists: 
Anita Woelfl (OECD), Michele Cincera (JRC-IPTS/KfG-IRI Sevilla), Egbert Holthuis (DG 
EMPL). 



1.2. Developing indicators for the assessment of microeconomic reforms. 
 
12:10-12:25 
"An Overview of Microeconomic Reforms using Preliminary Quantitative Indicators based on 
MICREF" by Dominique Simonis, (DG ECFIN). 
 
12:25-12:45 
"Ten years of Product Market Reform in OECD Countries: Insights from a Revised PMR 
Indicator" by Anita Woelfl (OECD). 
 
12:45-13:15 Panel discussion 
 
- Which criteria to use for the assessment of the success of reforms? 
- Which principles should guide the building of indicators? 
- What are the relative benefits and drawbacks of such indicators? 
- What are the methodological issues that need to be solved when quantifying product market 

reforms? 
 
Panellists: 
Eric Bartelsman (VU Amsterdam), Reinhilde Veugelers (KU Leuven), Alessandra Tucci (DG 
ECFIN), Isabel Grilo (DG ENTR). 
 
13:15 Lunch 
 
2. Second session: Analyses of reform strategies and their interlinkages. 
 
14:30-14:40  
Introductory remarks: George Lemonidis (DG ENTR). 
 
2.1. Spillovers of reforms.  
14:40-14:55 
"International spillovers of domestic reforms" by Arjan Lejour (CPB). 
 
2.2. Reform strategy and sequencing of reforms. 
14:55-15:10 
"Political economy of reforms" by Alessandro Turrini and Paul Van den Noord (DG ECFIN). 
 
15:10-15:40 Panel discussion 
 
- What are the challenges of measuring potential spillover effects? 
- To what extent does the sequence of reforms matter? 
- What are the main factors that have to be taken into account when deciding on the 

sequencing of reforms? 
 
Panellists: 
Paola Monti (De Benedetti Foundation), Paul P. Walsh (University College Dublin), Jan In't 
Veld (DG ECFIN). 
 
15:40-16:00 Closing remarks. 


